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1 Tim. 4. 2. 
Speaking lies in Hypocrifie, baving their Confci- 
ence feared with an bot iron 


2 Tim. 3° 8, Ge 

Now as Jannes and Jambres with{teod Motcs, fo 

do thefe alforefit the truth: men of corrupt minds, 
seprobate concerning the F aith. | | 

_. "But they fall proceed no further : for their folly 

fall be manifef-unto all men, as theirs alfo was. 
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A. Premonition. 


HeBifbop s of Rome in the per- 

fous of Zozimus, Boniface, 

and Celeftine, Succefficvely 
oppofed the Sixth Council of Car- 

thage, confifting of 217 Fathers (a- 

mong whom the great S. Auguftine 

is acknowledged to be one: ) im the x43. Grom 
matter of“ Appeals ¢ which was the al! the 
fir ft flep made by that irregular Chair, Hie Reman 
to the Exorbitant Supremacy which 
they afterward claimed. In vindi- 


cating that Claim before the Council, 


they produced two counterfeit Canons, 
fathered upon the Oecumenical Synod 
at Nice. which were by the Records of 
Carthage, Alexandria and Conftan- 
tinople, ia the prefence of all thofe 
Fathers, in the fixth Council of Car- 
thage, detected to be forgeries, as welt 
as by the Tenor of the undoubted Ca- 
nons of the Nicene Council it felf, 
A 2 which 
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A PREMONITION. 
which are contrary to thofe by the | 
Roman (hurch pretended ; and fo 
they were efteemed by the Fathers in 
that fixth Council , who were ffart- | 
led at the fight of thofe New wunbeard | 
of Monfters, at their firf? Publication, 
above 1260 years ago, * | 
“Cpon this Palfage, Uredoubled in | 
the ~Book an obferevation ( tomake it 
more remarkable, ) spbich you vill 
find cap. 2. pag. 9. to this purpofe, 
That in the firft General Council 
of Nice it was ordered’, that che 
chiefin every Province fhould con- 
firm the Acts of his inferior Bi- 
ihops ? And it any Trouble did 
atile which could not be decided 
by the Metropolitan, Provifion 
was made Can.5. ( in words fo 
clear and forcible,that none more 
plain can be put into their places ) 
that the laft Appeal fhould be made 
to Councils, andthat the Perfon 
condemned in any Province fhould 
not 
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A PREMONITION,' 

not be received, if he fled to o- 

thers. That Parenthefs (In words {fo 

clear and forcible , that none more 

plain can be put in their places;) 

relates to the CANON @ felff: 

which bere follows that you may fee 

bow forcible it is, and bow much 

plainer then the cvery Words into 

which Ihad cowtratied it. It is wor- 

thy sour Confideration , as on of the 

molt Important Records in Antiquity, 

confented to by all the Popifh Compt. 

lers of the Councils themfelves. 
Can. 5. Concerning thofe that zhis isthe 
are Excommunicated, whether in joa’ by the 
the order of the Clergy or the Laitie “"°""” 
by the “Bifhops in évery feveral 
province , let the Sentence prevail 
according tothe Canon, that they 

who are caft cut by fome be not 
| received by others , But let it be 
required that no man_ be exclud- 
| ed the Congregation by the Pa- 
_ fillanimitie, or contention, or any 
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vA PREMONITION. | 
duch wice.of the | Bifhop.. ‘That | 
this therefore might more, decently 
be inquired intos we think ic fit, 
that. Councils. fhould every, year 
throughout every Province twice 
be celebrated, that fuch Queftions - 
may be difcufled by the (ommon 
Authority of all the Bifhops affem- 
bled. together. And fo they that 
have evidently offended againfttheir 
Bithop, fhall be accounted Excom- 
municated according to reafon, by 
all ; cillic pleafeth the Community 
of Bifhops to pronounce a milder 
Sentence on fuch, But let the Coun- 
cils be held, the one before the Qya- 
dragefima before Eafter, thatall dif 
fention being takenaway,wemight 
offer a moft pure Gift. unto God: 
and the fecond about the middle of 
Autumn. 

Fad the Canon (aid, The laft Ap- 
peal {hall be made to Councils ;. they 
that ave acculfomed to fuch /bifts without 
La | blulbing 
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A PREMONITION. 
blafbing, might eafily bare evaded the 
Wordssby affirming the Bifhop of Rome 
to he particularly excepted, without any 
need of expreljing the exception; because 
bythe general and Tacit Confent of all, 
he is above the Limits of fuch Laws, and 
above the Authority of that, and all siber 
Councils. Thus they might flill render 
the matter doubtful by their Subterfuges 

‘and Pretences . as indeedthey do, ine- 

vading one exprelfion of the Canon it 

Jelf. For whereas the Fathers fay, Let 
the Sentence ‘prevail according to 

A he Canon; thatthey, whoare caft 

| out by fae, be not received by o- 

thers: Thofe Popifh Hirelings make-an 
exception of theBifhop of Rome,where 
the Occumenical Synod maketh nove: and 
| might as well except him bere, though the 

Council bad {aid in ermssThe latt Ap- 
| peal fhall be madeto Councils. For 

ibs laft Appeal to any fubordinate Au- 

thority , over sebich the Council had ae 
| yLegiflati-ve. Powers was ordered, they 
might 
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A PREMONITION. . 
might fay tobe madeto (Councils : “But 
the Bifhop of Rome being the Head of 
the Church, and having the fupreme| 
Authority ever all Councils was not | 
thought of inthis Canon: nor was it fit 
be foould be at all mentioned,becaufe that 
svould imply he weas under their an- 
shority. The Prodigious Height of 
their ufurped Claim being their fole 
Defence and their incredible Boldnefs 
the amaxement of ignorant People which 
as their chief fecurity, 

But the Council adding to the for- 
mer exprefjionthis claufe, ThatG oun- 
cils fhould every year; throughout 
every Province twice be celebrated 
(for this very end that fuch Queftions | 
may be difcufled by the common 
authority of all the Bifhops aflem- 
bledtogether : it puts am end to the 
bufine|s : ef pecially when they add, That 
they who have evidently offended 
their Bifhop, fhall be accounted ex- 


till 


A PREMONITION, 

till ic pleafech the! community of 
Bifhops to pronounce a milder Sen- 
tence. Butthat which renders it moft 
plain and forceable , w thes, Let the 
Councils be held , the one before 

the Quadvagehina before Eafter , 
that all Diffention being taken a- 
way, we might offer a moft pure 
Gift unto Gop. And the fecond a- 
bout the middle of Autumn, All the 
wit in the world could not have inver- 
c amore clear and apparent provifi- 
againft the Roman Bifhops ab- 
var ea impudent Pretences. No e'va- 
fon (I tink) can poffibly be made there 
from, when it is once noted and under- 
flood, For the Bar put in againf? the 
‘Pope,is not bere in Words, but Things. 
Itimplies that the Controver fie must be- 
fore Eafter be fully determined : The ve- 
ty end of calling (uch a Council, and 
: holding it then being the taking away 
‘of all diffention, that we might of- 
| feru up a molt pure Gift or Sacr ifice to 


God: 
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a A PREMONITION. 
God: that a, That Unity being resto- 
red to the Church at that timeswe might 
receive the Sacrament in Peate and 
Charity. Whereas, if after the Sentence | 
of the Gouncil, rhe bufine/s were to be | 
carried tothe C ourt of Rome ; Suitsand | 
Quarrels could not be ended againft Ea- 
fter, but would be lengthened iw many 
Provinces, beyond Falter; both by rea- 
Jon of the Seas and Regions, to be paf= 
fedover by old and Crazy Perfons, {uch 
as the venerable Bifbops weres ‘before 
they could come from their own (onn- 
tries to the Roman Chair }.and- by 
see Prolatory delays they might find 
there, the matter being wholy Kida 
tothe Popes pleafure. 

The Variation of the Letter in the 
“Book made my Note on this place look 
too like the Text of the Council zt felf, 
which for as much as it bappened in a 
moft weighty Place, I could not with a 
good Confcience let i pals without ac- 
guainting the Pious Reader with the 

fame 
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A PREMONITION, 
fame. Though the Letter of the Canop 
it felf (to prevent mistakes )  faithful- 
ly tranflated afterwards page26, and 
27. Yet without giving this Glols upon 
the Canon ; which was the occafion o 

‘this Premonition, becaufefo neceffary to 
aclear and full underflanding of all 
the procedure. 

Ti his Note. the more weighty, be. 
caufe the Nicene Council 2 con felled 
onboth fides, (by us for itsown fake 
and its conformity to the Seri iptures, by 
sh Papifts, forthe Popes, that bave ra- 
tified it, tobe of great Authority ; ext 
ito the Holy Bible, the very firff, and 
jmoft indifputable that ts, Yet this Can- 
on latdin the foundation ,utterly over- 
ithrowes all tbe foilowing Pretences and 
oad of the Roman Bifhops. 
Which l befeech the Reader to emaminge 
imore perfeéily. For though by many 
Ares andlong Succeffes, the Bifbo p of 
Rome bas es nee dto an Ex ble Hial iftical 
S u i pe nd & [ubtile T gin of 
Dod. i LACS 5 14 Laid ; 10 wt tke bim 3 ah re 
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verfal Monarch of the World, as 
much higher then the Emperour, as the | 
Sun is greater than the Moon, as 
* Dr. Sit. they expreffe it : Yer the Sentence 
ermon on f ‘ Py 
A#s24.17. of at Eminent * Divine well ac- 
re 4 quainted with thefe Affairs in alate 
Sermon preached before the Lord May- 
or and Court of Aldermen ig the Ci. | 
ty of London; and now publifbed, t ve- 
ry true, The Supremacy of the Ro: | 
man Church was a mear Ufurpati- | 
on, begunby Ambition, advanced | 
by Forgery,and defended by Cruel 

ty. 

ERRATA, 


He Reader before he enters upon the Book is defired 

to correct thefe, as the principal Errata’s, with his 

Pen. Page 35 linergdele now p.431.21 r-love of the world 

that.p.ssfor Councils r.State(men p.661.16aft. Magdenburg 

r. and. p-83 ler for 1636 6. 15356 P- 104], 16 for firr. fift. 

i071. 10 for 1618 r.1608. p. 109 adde in the Margin 11. 

p.137l.7. 0. Right ufe of the Fatbers.p.159 Lule. r.Tranfe- 
unt, p. 172 Cap. #5. Contents : for Falfity r. Fabjely. 
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ADVERTISEMENT 


FO THE 


READER. 


Reneus , one of the moft Ancient 
Fathers , Scholar to S. Polycarp , 
S. John’ s Difciple » in his Book a- 
: gain{t Herefies, giveth us four no- 
table marks of their Authors : 
Firlt, he {heweth how they difguize theit 
Opinions; Errour never fhews It Self 5 tren, 
ith he, left it fhould be taken naked bat em 
lis artificially adorned in a ‘plendic d Man- 
tle, that it way appear truer than Truth it 
felf, tothe more unskilful, 2. That having 35 ,. 
Doifrines which the rophets never pr Lord Cap. 1, 
ed, nor God taught, nor the Apoftles deli- 
wered., they pretend unwritte Traditi- 
ons: Ex non Scriptis legentes, ashe phra- 
Methit. 3.They make a Rope of Sand, that mid, 
they wtay not fee to want Witneffes; paf- 
fing over the Order aud Series of Writings, 
land as much as in then lies , loofing ie 
\Atembers of the Truth, awd dividing the: 
| B fie 
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from each other : for they chop and change, 
and naking one thing of another, deceive 
many, &c. But that which I chiefly in- | 
tend is the fourth; They bring forth avaft | 
multitude of Apocryphal and Spurious Wri- | 


tings, which themfelves have feigned , to 


the amazement of Fools, and that thofe | 
may admire them, that know notythe,Let- | 
ters (or Records ) of the Truth: How far 


the Papifts have trodden the foregoing 
Paths, it isnot my purpofe to unfold, on- 
ly the laft, the Heretical pravity of Apo- 
cryphal and Spurious Books; how much 
they have been guilty of impofing on the 
Wotld by fezgzed Records, | leave tothe 
evidence of the enfuing, Pages; which I 
heartily defire may be anfwerableto the 
Merit of fo great a Caufe. 

Vincentins Lirinenfts, another eminent 
Father, praifed by Gexwadiys, died in the 
time of Theodofius and Valentinian. He 
wrote a Book agazuft Herefies in like man- 
ners wherein preparing Furniture and 
InftruGions againtt their Wiles, he at firft 
telleth us, that the Canon of the Scripture 
is alone fufficzent - Then, that the coucur- 


rence of the Fathers # tobe taken in , for. 


the more clear certainty of their fenfe and 
weaning. Uponthis latter point he faith 
aftuwards , But neither are all Herefies to 

be 
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be affaulted this way, nor at alltimes, but Vin. Lir, 
only fuch as are New and Green: to wit, “? >” 
when they first {pring up , before they have 
falfjied the Rules of the Ancient Faith, 
while they are bindered by ftraitne/s of 
time, and before (ihe Poyfon fpreading a- 
broad) they have endeavoured to corrupt 
the Writings of the Fathers. So that He- 
reticks have inclination enough, where 
‘they are not Aindered by firaitne|s of time, 
ito corrupt the mo{t Ancient Writings of 
ithe Church - For which caufe he further 
faith inthe fame place, But Hereftes that bid. 
are {pread abroad, and waxen old, muft not 
ibe fet upon in this fort, becaufe by long 
Lcoutinuance they have had opportunity to 
| ffeal away the Truth. Whatfoever Profanes 
neffes there be therefore , either of Schifmes 
or Herefies that are grown Ancient , we 
oug!t in no cafe otherwifé to deal with 
them thin either to convincethem , if it 
| be needful, by the <uthority of the Scrip- 
tures only, or at leaft to avoid them, as 
| convicted of old, and condemned by Uni- 
| verfal Councils. 
| Inthis Admonition the Father informs 
usof twothings: Firft, that it is pofli- 
ible for Errour to prevail and foread a- 
broad: to continue long,and wax old: Se- 
condly , that having gotten pofieflion of 
| Ba Books 
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An Advertifement 
Books and Libraries , it may falfife the 
Rules of the Ancient Faith, and fteal away 
the Truth, by corrupting the Writings of 
the Fathers. In which cafe , he will not) 
have the Controverfie decided by the 
Fathers, but by the Scriptures only, or by 
old Vxiverfal Councils. | 

But if Erroxr proceed fo far, asto cor-' 
rupt the Councils too, then of neceflity 
we mu{t have recourfe to fome other re-_ 
medy ; either tothe Scriptures alone, as_ 
he direéteth ; or elfe we muft detect the 
frauds, whereby the Councils themfelves 
are. falfiffed » For that they are liable to 
the {ame inconvenience, is evident, both 
by the paucity of Ancient Records, and 
the many Revolutions that have been ina 
the World: efpecially fince Nature teach- 
eth men to {trike at the Root, attempts - 
are more apt to be made upon thew, be- 
eaufe Hereticks are prone to be molt bu- 
fie in undermining the Fouwdation. 

That it is poflible for men fo far to at 
againtt their Confciences, as to corrupt 
the Ancient Records f Truth, you fee by 
the premifes: and that it is an ealie thing 
for them to effect it, that have gotten all 
kind of Books and Libraries into their 
hands, is apparent; becaufe they that 
keep them, order them as they fleafe- 
So 
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So that if Hereticks be the Lords and 
Mafters of them, for many Ages toge- 
ther, we may not rafhly adventure our 
Salvation upon their oma Records: All 
the World knows, that the Church of 
Romehad all the Libraries of thefe We- 
fern parts, for many Ages, in her power 5 
'& that the Eafferz parts are fwallowed up 
by the Deluge of Mahumetanifm: All that 
can feem harfh , is, that fhe that pretend- 
eth her (elf the Catholick Church , thould 
be guilty of Hereffe. But if the property 
of fullifying the Fathers and Councils may 
pafs for a Badge of Hereffe, there will no 
‘greater Hereticks be found in the world, 
than thofe who {tile themfelves falfly 
| Catholicks. For as the fight of the pofit- 
bility of fuch a thing made Vizcentins 
|tatk more like a Prophet than a Father, 
ithe Church of Rowe hath fo behaved her 
{elf fincehis departure, as if fhe intend- 
fed eminently to fulfil his Predictions: 
| which will in the procefs of our Difcourfe 
| be made evident to the pious and Chri- 
| ftian Reader. 
|S. Berzard lived to fee the accomplifh- 
‘ment of that which Lirinenfts feared 5 for 
| he flourifhed in the Eleventh Age of the 
Church , when the Pope and his Chair 
| were mounted up to the top of their 
| B3 Height 
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Height and Grandeur; and: bearing an 
impartial Teftimony. he wrote many 
things again{t their Enormities ; The, V1- 
ces of their, Popes, with thofe of all o- 
ther Orders. and Degrees of men in the 
Church of Rowe, he inveyeth again{t at | 
large, in his 33. Sermon upon the Caztz- : 
eles; {martly touching their Vain-glory, 
Powp, Luxury, Avarice, Simony, Ujurpa~ 
tion,and Incorrigeblene{s : fothat for any 
Piety or Conference in them, fuch frauds 

might ealily be digefted. He difting ouifhes 

the State of the Chueh into four {everal 
periods, or four different times; to each 

of which he annexeth one peculiar temp- 

tation: Terrour in the wight, of Perfecu- 

tion, Errovr in the Morning of her Peace, 

the heat of Luft, and the glaring fplen; 

dour of Riotand Excefs, beautified with 

Riches, and varnithed over with Hypecri- 

fre in the Naow of her pro {perity, and the 

Guile of Deception inthe Evemimg 3 where 

Ibid, with great. vehemence ,.and impatient 
? zeal, he fpeaketh thrice in little room, of 

a certain bufine/s walking in the dark, Now 

alittle before his time, and not long.af- 

ter the fecond Nacene Council, that Far- 

del of Forgeries came forth under. the 

Name of Ifdore, which {educed all the 

oh late ColleFors of the Decrees and Coun- 

Bei ells, 
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‘Gils, which have rifen up among the Pa- 
‘pifts (at leat if they have not been wil- 
‘ful corrupters of the Records themfelves, 
Which is much tobe feared) and difco- 
-vered a defign (probably ) to 9. Bernard 
-alfo, that was then on foot in the Court 
of Rome, to alter and deface the Moru- 
ments of Antiquity: bor Riculohus , the 


: { cd Biren. 
Archbifhop of Mentz, who firft {cattered 77" 3. 


thofe Forgeries abroad , and Bewedicfns mu.s,6,7.8. 
Levita, who firft put them into the ¢ apz- 
tular Books of the Kings of the Frawks, 


| and being confcious of their weakuefs , got Tid. 
them confirmed by the Avthority of the 


: 


Roman Chair, Hincmarus Laudunenfts 
alfo; whom Barowixs calleth Noviljmun 
| ufque ad hec Tempora Colletioren, The laft 
| Collec or of the Conncils, tillhis own Age. 
| “All thefe lived before S. Bernards time: 
So did Hiacmarus,Archbifliop of Rhemes, 
| who having amore fagacious Nefird! thun 
ordinary as Baronius oblerves,did firtt at- 
tempt the detection of the fraud, and was 
accufed for the fame, and that fo rough- 
ly , that as Baroniys further notes out of 
Prodoardis his Hiftory of Rhewes, he was 
| fotcedto recant; and though he did it, 
) he was marked with Infamy , for having 
attemgqted to reprove them. 9. Bernard 
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| therefore having fuch a Mirrour before 
3 4 his 
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s.bern. his eyes, {peaking covertly for his own 
Set. 3 prefervation, yet plainly enough for the | 
futhors Conviction , among other noto- 
rousand open Abominations, feemeth to’ 
ftiikeat thisin particular: For fhewing 
the State of the Church to be more mi- 
{crable under the Pompous Hypocrifie of | 
the Popes, than either in the night of per. 
fecution under Heathen Tyrapts , or in 
thecontlicts of Hereticks that {prang up 
iv the morning, in the midft of the — 
brightnefs of that Glaring Noon, he talks 
of, a work going oninthe dark, a defign 
piivily carried on by the inftigation and 
procurement of the Noon-day Devil, that 
flould. flortly after appear to feduce the 
s.Bermn, reff, if there be any in Chrift,( faith he, )a- 
biding yet in their fimplicity: For be hath 
jwallowedup the Floods of the Wife, and 
the Rivers of the Mighty, and trafteth in 
bimfelf: that he cau take Jordan into his 
mouth, that is, the fimple and the lowly. 
that arein the Church. Which immedi- 
| ately following that bufine/s walking iz 
the dark, makes me to believe, that he 
looked upon that bufiuefs as the Engine 
of their Deception ; which gave him the 
Hint, to {peak by way of Prophefie, con- 
cerning the fourth Tewptation that was 
yet to come, in the Churches Declenfi- 
: | on 3 
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‘on; and which be exprefly noteth to be 
the immediate means of opening the way 


for Antichrift to appear. His words are 
very Poinant and Emphatical: If was 
bitter at firft in the Death of Martyrs , 


more bitter in the confit of Hereticks , 
but now moft bitter in the manners of Do- 


mefticks : She cannot put then to flight, 
fhe cannot fly theur, they are fo multiplied 
upon her: The Plague of the Church is in 
the Entrails, and incurable 5 therefore its 


| bitterne(s is moft bitter in its peace. But 


jn what peace ¢ It is peace, audit is not 
peaces peace frou Pagans, and peace fron 
Hereticks, bat truly none frou ber Chil- 
dren: The voice of weeping is in that 
time! Ihave nourifhed children, and ex- 
alted them, but they have defpifed me! 
They have defpijed and. defiled me with 


» their filthy life, their filthy gait, their filt hy 


commerce; and finally, with that bulinets 
walking in darknefs, It remains wow that 
the Noon-day Devil fhould appear to feduce 
the reft, if there be any in Chrift. abiding 
yet in their fimplicity. 
That S. Berzard intended this, is only 
my conjecture; becaufe whatfoever he 
fpake againft, under that Title of Dark- 
nefs , he chole obfcure terms, asit fhould 
feem on purpofe: for that bafimefs 1s Ar- 
canine 


SY CRO LTOMP [5 Ea NN ON | 


An Advertifment 
canum Imperii, the Great A4yftery of the. 
Roman Chair , the Popes Palladium, not 
to be feen with profane eyes; nay, the 
very Ark of his Moft Holy Place, to'be 
lookt into by none but his own faithful 
Priefts: It was Death to look into it 
with fufpitious eyes, orto expofe it to | 
thofe of the people Where we may far- 
ther obferve, that asa Serpent hidethher 
head , end expofeth any of her members, 
for the prefervation of ‘that , to the 
ftroaks of her Enemy, fo doth the 
Church of Rome defire more to conceal 
this Grand Art of counterfeiting Eccleft- 
aslical Antiquities, than any other points 
lefs Radical and Vital: All other Con- 
troverfies are but fuperficial blinds, more 
freely expofed to her Enemies debates, 
that mens eyes may be turned another 
way from this Arcamam, which is with 
all endeavour hidden from the people: 
And for this caufe they find it better to 
. \ buy up the Editions, than anfwer the 
ia Difcoveries ; which makes Dr. Fames his 
ae Treatife, and Blozdels Pfendo-Ifidorus, fo 
rare among the people. 

Matters of Fact may be manifeft e- 
nough, where the means of contriving 
them remain unknown + a conjecture ina 
| circumftance therefore deftroys not the 
i Foundation, 
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Foundation. You will find-other kinds 
of Argumentsin the fubfequent Epitome, 
than bare conjectures. In the meantime, 
_ be pleafed to remember, that the Papifts 
have had all kind of Books, nay, and 
- Libraries in their hands; that the Roman 
Clergy (efpecially thofe that attend the 
-@hair) have Glory, Wealth, and Plea- 
fure enough to:tempt them to fuch en- 
' deavours , that,the Pope hath Power ez 
nough to reward his Greatures, and that 
they have actually. endeavoured to cor- 
rupt fuch Books by, their Indices Expur- 
gatorii, as alfo'to put forth Apocryphal 
and Spurious Pieces ; which Dr.Reyzolds, 
Dr. James, Bilhop Jewel, and the Learn- 
ed Crafhaw, as well as the Indices them- 
felves, do evidently declare. It fhall 
_here appear more clearly, that they have 
adulterated all. by. Counterfeit Records 5 
the very places and things corrupted, 
being.themfelves produced, detected,and 
reproved, 

I thall not defcend into the latter A- 
ges, but keep within the compats of the 
firft 420/years, and lay open fo many of 
their frauds, as difguize and cover the 

face :of Primitive Antiquities, which 
ought to. be preferved moit facred and 
pure. ‘It is {ufficient to prove, that é 
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An Advertifement | | 
the Streawis are infetted by the Poyfon 
that is thrown into the Fountain-head = | 
and to expatiate downwards,would over. | 
{well the Book, which is intended to be | 
little, for the ule and benefit of all. Nei- | 
ther fhall Italk of the Fathers at large: | 

| 

| 


{will not meddle with their Amphilochi2 
#5, Abdias, 8. Denis, Gc. but keep clofe | 
to Records, and publick inflruments of 
Antiquity, which have the force of Laws: 
Such as Apofiles Canons, Decretal Epiftles, 
and Ancient Councils; which they have 
cither depraved by altering the Text, or 
fallitied, as it were, by Whole-fale, in 
the intire.Lump: And’f fhall concern 
my felf inthe latter, more than the for- 
mer. 

Idefire the Reader to note, that I do 
not truit other mens information, but 
mine own eyes; having my {elf feen the 
Colled ors of the Councils , and featched 
into all their Compilers for the purpofe: 
Neither do 1 ufé our own, but their moit 
affectionate and Authentick Writers , 
the circumftances of thé things them- 
felves ( in their moft approved Authors) 
detecting the F orgeries. 

Betore I ftir further, I thall add one 
patlage which befel me in the Schools , as 
I was ttudying thefe things, and fearch+ 
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ing ne moft Old and Authentick Re- 


cords in purfuance of them. One Even. 


ing, as! came out of the Bodlezan Libr a- 


ry, which isthe Glory of Oxford, and this 
Nation, atthe Stairs-foot [ was faluted 
by a Perfon that has deferved well both 
of Scholars and Learning, who being an 
intimate Friend of mine , told me there 


was a Gentleman his Cofen, pointing toa 
Grave Perfon, inthe Guadrangle, a man 
that had {pent many thoufand pounds in 
promoting Popery , and that he had a 
defire to {peak with me. The Gentleman 


| came up to us of his own accord: We 
agreed, for the greater liberty and pri- 


vacy, to walk abroad into the Ner- 


| Parks. Hewasa notable man, of an Elo- 
| quent Tongue, and competent Reading, 
| bold, forward, talkative enough- He 
told me, that the Church of Rome had 
| Eleven Millions of Martyrs , Seventeen 
| Cecumenical Coun ils, above an Hundred 


Provincial Councils , all the Dodfors, all 


the Fathers, Unity Antiquity Confent, &c. 


1 defired himto name me Ove ot his Ele- 


ven Millions of Alartyrs, excep ing thole 


‘that died for Treafon in Queen Bink 
| beths, and King James his days: For the 
| Martyrs of t he Sealine times, were Mar- 
)tyrsot the Catholick, but not of the Ro- 
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An Advertifeipent | 
man Church: They only being Martyrs | 
of the Roman. Church, that die for Traz- 

fubftantiation , the Popes Supremacy, the 

Doctrine of Aferits, Purgatory, and the 
like. Somany he told me they had, but — 
I could not get him to name one. As for | 

his Councils, Antiquities, and Fathers, 1 
asked him what he would fay, if Tcould' | 
clearly prove , that the Church of Rowe 
was guilty of forgive them, fo far, that 
they had publifhed Canons inthe Apofiles 
names, and invented Councils that never 
were; forged Letters of Fathers, and De- 
cretal Epifiles, in the name of the firft 
Bilhops and Martyrs of Rome, made ‘5, 
6, 700 years after they were dead , to the 
utter difguizing and defacing of Anti- 
quity , for the firft 400 years next after 
our Saviour? Tujh, thefe are nothing but 
yes, quoth he, whereby the Proteftants ex- 
deavour to difgrace the Papifts. Sir, an- 
{weredI, you are a Scholar, and have 
heard of Ifdore, Mercator, James Mer- 
lin, Peter Crabbe, Laurentinus Surins, Se- 
verinus Binius, Labbe, Coffartius, and the 
Collectio Regia, Booksof vaft Bulk and 
Price , as well as of great Majefty and 
Magnificence: You met me this Evening 
at the Library doors if you pleafe to meet 
me there to morrow morning at eight of 
the 
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to the Reader. 
the Clock, Iwill take you ins and we 
will go from Clafs to Clafs, from Book to 
Book, and there I will firft fhew in your 
own Authors , that you publithy fuch In- 
{truments for good Records; and then 
prove, that thofe Infiruments are down- 
right frauds and forgeries , though cited 
by you upon all-occafions. He would 
‘not.come; but made this {trange reply 5. 
What if they be Forgeries? what hurt is 
that tothe Churchot Rome? No! (cryed 
I, amazed ) Is itnohurt to the church of 
Rome, tobe found guilty of forging Ca- 
| zons in the. Apoftles names, and Epztles 
in the Fathers names, which they never 
made? Is it nothing in Rowe to be guilty 
of counterfeiting Decrees and Councils , 
and Records of Antiquity ¢ I have done 
with you! whereupon I turned from him 
bas an obdurate perfon. And with this I 
| thought it meet to acquaint the Reader. 
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AN 
ABRIDGMENT 


OF THE 
CHAPTERS. 
F the Nature, Degrees, and 


Cap. 1, () 
Kinds of Forgerya 


Cap.2. Of the Primitive Crder and 
Government of the Church. The firft Popifh 
Excroachuent upon it , backed with For- 
gery. The Detection of the Fraud in the 
Sixth Council of Carthage, 

Cap. 3. A multitude of Forgeries fe- 
eretly mingled with the Records of the 
Church , and put forth under the Name of 
Ifidore, Bifhop of Hifpalis: Which Book is 
owned, defended, and followed by the Pa- 
pifis. | 
Cap. 4. James Merlins Edition of the 
Councils, who lately publifhed \idore Hi- 
{palenlis for a good Record, which is now 
detetted, and proved to be a Forgery. 


| 


| 


Cap. §. Divers Forgeries contained in - 


Ifidores counterfeit Collection, mentioned 
7m particular. 
Cap. 6. 


& 
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of the Chapters, 

Cap: ¢. 4 farther account of Merlins 
defign. How fome would have liidore to 
be a Bithop, others a Merchant, ethers a 
Sinner; xo man knowing well what to 
make of bint. : 

Cap, 7. Of Francis Turrian, the famous 
Gefuite, with what Art and boldnefs he 
defendeth the Forgeries. 

Cap. 8. Of Peter Crabbe, bis Tomes of 
the councils, Wherein he agrees with, and 
wherein he differs from \tidore and Mer- 
Jin. | 
Cap.9. Of Carranza his Epitome: He 
lowneth, and ufeth the Forgeries for good 
| Records. 

Cap. 10. Of Surius his four Tomes ; 
and how the Forgeries are by him confirm- 
led. He hath the Refcripts of Atticus and 
‘Cyril, by which Pope Zozimus was con-. 
torched of Forgery, in the fixth Council of 
| Carthage. | 
| Capsir. of Nicolinus his Tomes, and 
their Contents for the firft 420 years. How 
| full of Forgeries. His Teflimony concern- 
ling the fixth Coxncil of Carthage 5 with 
his way of defending the Popes Forgery 
| therein. 
| Cap.12. Nicolinus his Epifile to Pope 

Sixtus V. His contempt of the Fathers. 

He beginneth to cenfefs the Epiftle of Mel- 
s C chiades | 
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An ‘Abridgment . 
chiades to be zaught. He overthroweth the 
Legend about Conttantines Dexation. 

Cap. 13. The Epiftle of Pope Damatus 
to Aurelius, Archdifhop of Carthage, | 
commanding the Decretals of the Roman - 
Bifhops to be preached and publifhed, and 
Fathering thole Forgeries on the H. Ghoft. 

Cap. 14. Counterfert. Canons made 77, - 
the Apoliles. vames , defended by Binius. 
A Glympfe of his Pretences, Sophiftries 
and Contradidions. A forged Council of 
the Apottles concerning Images, defended 
by Binius, avd Vurrian. 

Cap. t5...A. Book called the Pontifical, 
Sally fathered upon Damatus, ax Ancient 
Bifhop of Rome. How the noft Learned 
of sthe Popifh Collectors xfedt as the Lext 
onwhich they Comment iv their volumi- 
nous Books , yet confefs7t to be a korgery 
‘full of lyesand contradiions. | 

Cap. 16 Of the Decretal Epiftles, for- 
gedin the Nawes of Hoiy Martyrs and Bi- 
frops of Rome, for many hundred years 
together: The firjt was fent from 8. Cle- 

ment, by 8. Peters Order, to 8. james (Cas 
they pretend) Bifop of Jerufalem, fever 
years at leaft ; and by the truefét account, 
morethan {even and twenty years after he 
was in bis Grave. §.Clements Recogni- 
tions , a confeffed Forgery 5 which deted- 
eth 
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to the Chapters. 
eth the firft Epiftle of s.Clement to be a 
real fraud. | 

Cap, r~. Of Higinus, avd Pius. A no- 
table Forgery in the name of Hermes : 
Where you have the Teftimony of an Angel 
concerning the Celebration of Walter; ne- 
wer cited while the matter was in con- 
troverfte. 

Cap. 18 4 Letter Fathered on Corne- 
lius, Brfhop of Rome, concerning the re- 
moval of the Apoftles Bones , about the 
year 2°4. It gives Evidence to the Aunti- 
quity of many Popi{h Doctrines , but zs it 
{elf a Forgery. 

Cap. 9. The ridiculous Forgery of the 
Council of Sinuetia , pat into the Roman 
‘Martyrologies. How the City, and the 
Name of it, was confumed ( no man can 
tell when) by an Earthquake, &c. 
— Cap. 2-. Divers things premifed, in 
order firf? to the Eftablifhment, and then 
to the Refutation of Conttantines Dona- 
tion; the firft by Binius, the latter by the 
Author. Th: Forgeries of warcellus, Pope 
-Enfebius, avd Binius together, opened. 
Cap. 21. The counterfeit Edict of our 
Lord Conféamtine the Lmperour: where. 
inthe Wettern Empire was given to the 
| Bifhop of Rome. 
| Cap. 22. The Donation of Conttantine 
| G2 proved 
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An} Abridgment, @c, 
proved to be a Forgery by Binius himfelf. 
He confefeth the A&s of Pope Sylvetter 
Grhich he before had’ cited for good ) to 
be Forged. 

Cap. 23. Pope Melchiades Epiftle coun- 
terfeited. Mfidore Mercator, the Great 
Seducer of all the Roman Collectors, conz- 
felled to be aForger. The Council of Lao- 
dicea corrupted by the fraud of ihe Pa- 

Cap. 24. Threefcore Canons put into 
the Nicene Council after Finis, by the 
care and Learning of A\phonfus Pifanus. 
Epifiles counterfeited in the name of Syl- 
velter, and that Council, A Roman Coun- 
cil, uzder Pope Syivelter, wholly counter- 
feited.. Spurious Letters Father'd on Pope 
Mark, Athanafius, avd the Bifbops of E- 
egypt, to defend the Forgeries that were 
lately added to the Nicene Council, 

Appendix, Cardimal Baroniushis Grave 
Cenfure and Reproof of the Forgertes. His. 
fear that they will prove defirucive and 
peruicions to the See of Rouie. 
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Of the Nature, Degrees, and Kinds of For- 
gery. 


=wrAHe Sin of Forgery is fitter to be 
ranked with Adultery , Theft, 


Perjury,and Murder, than tobe 
committed by Pree(ts and Prelates: One 
Ag of itis aCrine to be punithed by the 
Fudges s what then isa whole Life {pent 
in many various and enormous Offences 
of that nature ? 

| C 2 if 
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2 Boman Forrertes, 

_ If a Beggar forge buta Pafs, or a Peti- 
tion, putting the Hands and Seals of 
two Fuftices of the Peace to it, he is whipt, 
or clapt into the Pillory, or marked for a 
Rogue, though he doth it only to {atisfie 
his Hunger 

If a Leafe, a Bond, a Will, ora Deed 
of Gift be razed, or interlined by Craft, 
it pafleth for a Cheat; but if the whole 
be counterfeited , the Crime is the grea- 
ter. 

If an Inftrument be forged in the 
Kings Name, or his Seal counterfeited, 
and put to any Patent, withouthis privis 
ty and confent, itis High Treafon. 

If any Records of Antiquity be de- 
faced, or wilfully corrupted , relating to 
the benefitof men, it is bke the Cryin 
Sin of removing ihy Neighbours Land- 
wurk , which Solomon cenfures in the 
Proverbs. But if thofe Records appertain 
to the Right of Nations , the Peace of 
Mankind , or the Publick Welfare of the 
World , the Sin is of more myfterious 
arid deeper ature. | 

If Counterfeits be fhufled in among 
good Records, tothe diforder and con- 
fufion of the Authentick, and a Plea 

Ee. maintained by them, which without thofe 
aor Counterfeits would fall to the ground, 
ma | upon 


a Ne vi il egael j | i} 1 ~~ SI WS ; g it 


ig SE rN nice 


Woman Forgeries. 3 
upon the depofition of talfe Witnefless 
Theft and Perjury are eflectually couched, 
tosether with Lying, in the Cheat. 

If the Records {o counterfeited con: 
cern the Church , cither in her Cuftoms 
or Laws, her Lands, er the limits of her 
Jurifdiction, the Order of her Fricits, or 
any other Spiritual or Ecclefiaitical Af- 
fair , befides other fins contained in It, 
there isfuperaddedthe § n of Sacriledge, 

The higheft degree of Forgery is that 
of altering the Holy Scriptures ; becaufe 
the Majelty offended being Infinite , as, 
well as the Concernment, the Crime is 
the more heincus. 

The higheft, next under that , is to 
counterfeit Rules in the Names of the 
Apoltles, Oecumenical Councils, molt glo- 
rious Martyrs, and Primitive Fathers, 
that is, to make Canons, | etters, Books, 
and Decrees in their Names , of which 
they were not the Authors. 

If the Church of Rome be guilty of 
this Crime, her Avtiquity and Tradition, 
the two great Pillars upon which fhe 
{tandeth, are very rotte, and will moul- 
der into nothing. 

If Afoney be {pent in promoting the 
Forgery, or any thing given, directly or 
indirectly, to its Fautors and Abettors, 

C4 in 
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* —— Boman Forqeries, 
in order to the Ufurpation of any Spiri- 
tual Priviledge or Power; he that doth 
it, Js guilty of Sizony: And in many 
cafes, Simony , Lying, and Sacriledge, 
are blended together. 
Finally , If they that make the Forge- 
ries Father them upon GOD, or uponthe 
Holy Ghoft, the Sin of Blafphemy isadded 
to Forgery; forit maketh God the Fa- 
ther of Lies; and being done malicioufly, 
it draweth near to the unpardonable fin. 
That fome Popes have been guilty ‘of 
. Simony, cannot be doubted by them that 
are any thing verfed in Church-Antiqui- 
confer, ty Hart, in his Conference with Rey- 
welds, noteth out of Dr. Gexebrard, that 
the Popes, for the fpace.of feven {core 
years and ten almoft, from Job VIII. to 
Leo 1X. about fifty Popes did revolt 
wholly from the vertue of their Ance- 
{tors, and were Apoftatical, rather than 
Apoftolical: and that fome of them came 
not in by the Door, but were Thi:ves and 
Robbers. | | 
~ Thatitisnot impoffible to forge Re- 
cords for the Bolftering up of Herefies, 
thofe counter'eit Gofpels, Ads, Epiftles, 
Revelatzons, &c. that were put forth by 
Hereticks in the Names of the Apoffles, 
do fufficiently evidence; which being 
PEA, TEs extant 
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extant alittle aiter the Apaftles deceafe, 
are pointed to by Jreneus, condemned in 
a Roman Council by Gelafius, and fome of 
them recorded by Ivo Cartonenfts 5 in @ 
Catalogue /ib. 2. cap. 123. The Itinerary 
of Clement , and the Book called Paftor, 
being two of the number. 

I nore the two laft, becaule S. Clement 
in his firft Epiftle to S. James, 1s made to 
approve the one, and Pope P7#s in his 
Decretal magniffeth the other. Which 
giveth usa little glympfe of the Knavery 
by which thofe Ancient Bifhops and Mar- 
tyrs Uf Rome were both abufed , having 
Spurious Writings fathered upon them- 
felves; for had thofe Infiruments been 
their owz, they would never have owned 
fuch abominable Forgeries. But of this 
youmay expect more hereafter, Cap. 16. 
and Cap.17. 

Thefe aggravations and degrees of 
Forgery we have not mentioned in vain, 
or by accident. In the procefs of our 
difcourfe, the Church of Rome will be : 
found guilty of them all, except the firft, 
which is beneath her Grandeur; and in 
fo doing, fhe is very ftrangely fecured by 
the height of her impiety. For becaufe 
it does not eafily enter into the heart of 
man to conceive, that men, efpecially 


i Chriftians, 
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6 Roman Forgeries, 
Chriltians, fhould voluntarily commit fo 
tranfcendent a Crime, the greatnefs of it 
makes it incredible to inexperienced peo- 
ple, and renders them prone to exca/e the 
Malefactors, while they condemu the Ac- 
cufers, 

But that the Church of Rowe is guilty 
in ail thefe refpects, we {hall prove not by 
remote Authorities, that are weak and 
feeble , but by demonftrations derived 
from the Root and Fountain. I will not 
be pofttive inmaking comparifons , but if 
my reading and judgment do not both 
deceive me, fhe 1s guilty of more For- 
geries than all the Hereticks in the world © 
befide: Their greatnefs and their num. 
ber countenance the Cdarge, and feemto 
promife that one day it fhall pafS into a 
Sentence of ¢ ondentmation againtt her. 


CHAP. 
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CAP, II. 


Of the. Primitive Crder and Government 
of the Church. The firft Popifh Encroach- 
ment upon it, backed with Forgery. The 
Detection of the Fraud in the Sixth 
Council of Carthage. 


— — 


UT is S. cyprian’s obfervation, that our 
Saviour,%n the firft Foundation of the 
| Church, gave his Apoftles equal honour 
and power , faying unto then, Whofe fo- 
ever fins ye remit, they are remitted unto 
thent; and whofe foever fins ye retain, 
they are retained, Cyprian. Trad.de Sin. 
pl. Prelator. Vhe place has been tam- 
pered with, but unfuccefstully: For 
though they have thruft in other words 
into the Fathers Text, in fome Editions 
of their own; yet in others they are left 
fincere: As Dr. James in his corruption 
of the Fathers , Part. 2. Cap. 1. does well 
obferve. But the moft remarkable at- 
tempt of the Papifts is. that whereas 
they havefet 2 Tra concerning the Pri- 
macy of the Roman Clurch before the 
Councils, containing many Quotations 
out of the Baftard Decretals, whichthey 
pretend to beextratted, ex Codice anti- 

quo, 
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Boman Sorgertes, 
quo, out of an Old Book, without naming 
any Author 5 clofing it with this paflage _ 
of S. Cyprian, they leave out thefe words 
of Scripture , Whofé foever fins ye remit, 
@c. asrendring the Fathers Teftimony 
unfit for their purpofe. You may fee it 
in Biniws his Collection of the Councils, 


C. 

When the Apoftles had converted Na- 
tions , they conftituted Bifhops, Priefts, 
and Deacons, tor the Goverment of the 
Churchs and left thofe Orders among 
us, when they departed from the world. 

It was found convenient alfo for the 
better Regiment of the Church, when 
it was much inlarged, to ered the Orders. 
of Archbifhops, and Patriarchs. 

The Patriarchs being Supreme in their 
feveral Jurifdictions , had each of them 
many Primates and Archbifhops under 
him, with many Nations and Kingdoms 
allotted to their feveral Provinces; eve- 
ry of which was limited in it felf, and 
diftinct from the refidue: as appeareth 
in that firlt Oecumenical Council aflem- 
bled at Nice, Az. Dow.327. where it was 
ordained, Can.6 thatihe ancient cuftom 
foould be kept; the Jurifdiction of the 
Bifhop of Rome being expretly noted to 
be equal to that of the other Patriarchs. 

In 
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Inthe two preceding Canons they or- 

| dain 1. That in every Province Bifhops concil. 
Should be confecrated by all the Bifhops ie 

| thereof, (might it cont with their con~ ~*"™ 

| ventence to meet together 5 if not) at leaft 

| by three being prefent, the reft confenting 3 

| but the confirmation of their AGs is ine- 

very Provincersferved to the Metropolitan. 

| 2. That the laft Appeal fhould be made to concil, 

Councils 5 and that the perfon condemned Nic. & 

: 


in any Province, fhould net be received, if “”* 
he fled to others. Can. 4. and 5, 
| Inthe firft of thefe\Canons it was or- 
| dered, that the chief in every Province 
| fhould confirm the Acts of his Inferiour 
| Bifhops, the Patriarch of Rowe in his, 
| and every other Patriarch in his own 
| Jurifdiction. Inthe laft, if any trouble 
| did arife that could not be decided by 
| the Metropolitan, provifion. was made 
Cin words fo clear and forcible , that 
none more plazz can be put into their 
_ places) that the lafi Appeal fhould be made xX SLY HI | 
ta Councils, apm ehh Abe Peyodnoowdoar jp. $7 j1.0707 


But the City of Rome being inthofe 
days Queen of the World, and lifted up 
_ above.all other Cities, as the Seat-of the 
_ Empire, the Bifhop thereof began. to wax 
: proud 
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proud in after-times , and being difcon- 
tented with the former Bounds, invaded 
the Jurifdictions of his Fellor-Patri- 
arches. | 

For though the Foundation upon 
which the Government was laid was a- 
gain{t it, yet when perfons were Immo- 
rigerous, if any Bilhop were cenfured by 
his Metropolitan, or Prieft excommuni- 
cated by his Bifhop, or Deacon offended 
with his Superiour, who chaftifed him for 
his guilt; though the Canon of the 
Church was trampled under foot thereby 
(which forbad fuch irregular and difor- 
derly flights.) themanner was, for thofe 
turbulent perfons to flee to Rome , be- 
caufe it was a great and powerfil City ; 
and the Roman Bifhop trampling the 
Rule under foot, aswellas others, did 
(as is confefled) frequently receive them. 
Nay, their ambition being kindled by the 
greatnefs of the place, it tempted them 


y{o far, as to favour the Delinquents, and 


oftentimestorcl ear then #f6r the incou- 
lagementwof others vixivited ni y# hat 
means, to fly thivkiertfer felchy HW 
Jaft the Caufe of Malefactors was openly 
Efpoufed; and while they were excom- 
municated in other Churches, they -were 
received to the Communion’ in the 
Church of Rome. Here- 
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Hereupon there were great murmu- 
| rings and heart-burnings at the firft in 
the Eaftern Churches , becaufe Rome be- 
came an Afylum, or City of Refuge, for 
| difcontented perfons 5 difturbing the Ors 
der of the Church, fpoiling the Difci- 
_ pline of other Provinces , and hinderin 
the Courfe of Juftice; while her Bifhop 
-ufurped an Authority, which neither 
_ Scripture nor Canow gave unto him. 
It 1s recorded alfo,, that they fome- Concil. 


times acquitted Malefacors. without Paes # 
: ¥ pift, ad 
hearing Witnefles, and fent Orders for Celeftin. 


the Reftauration of thofe, who made 
{uch irregular flights, into the Provinces 
of other Patriarchs that were Subject in- 
deed to the Roman Expire, but nor with- 
inthe Province of the Roman Patriarch. 
Nay, when thofe Orders were reject- 
_ed, (if fome of their own ColleZors may 
be believed )the Roman Bifhops, through 
favour of the Empire, got. Magiftrates 
and Souldicrs to fee them executed by 
plain force: which grew chiefly fcanda- 
lous inthe times Of Zozimus , and Boni- 
faces Of which you may read the three 
laft and beft Collections of the Coxncils, 
fet forth by the Papilts, Bivins, Labbe, 
and the Collectio Regia, unanimoully con- 
fenting in their Notes on the fixth Couz cil 


of 
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of Carthage. And that this was the caufe 
of calling that Council, they confefs in 
jike manner. | 

For to {tup thefe intolerable Incroach- 
ments, and to fupprefs the growth of an 
Afpiring Tyranny, this feafonable Coun- 
cil was called at Carthage, confilting of 
2:7 Bifhops, among whom S. Auguftixe 
was one prefent in particular. 

To this Council Zoztmus the Roman 
Patriarch fent three perfons , one of 
which was Fauftinws, an Jtalian Bifhop, 
to plead his Caufe, with two Cazons fa- 
thered upon the Niceme Council, defign- 
ing thereby to juitifie his Power of recéz= 
ving Appeals both from Bzfhops and Priefts, 
bur by the care and wifdom of that Cowz- 
cil they were detected and confounded, 
tte Fraud being madea Spettacle to the 
whole world, 

For firft , the Copy which Cacilianus, 
Archbifhop of Carthage, brought from 
Nice, ( he being himfelf one of the Fa- 
thers in that Council ) was orderly pro- 
duced, and the*two-Canons which the 
Roman Bifhop fent were not there. Next, 
becaufe it might be pleaded upon the difs 
ference of the Copies, that the Copy of 
Carthage muft give place to that of 


Rome, Rome being the greater Sees they 
fent 
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fent Meffengers to the Patriarch of Alex- 
andria, tothe Patriarch of ‘Aztioch, and 
to the Patriarch of Conftantinople, ( and 
admonifhed the Bifhop of Rome to do fo 
too, that he might fee found and fair 
dealing ) defiring the Records of the 
Nicewe Council, from all the principal 
parts of the world, from the Patriarchs 
Of Conftantixople and Alexandria they re- 


_ ceived Authentick Copies , attefted with 
their feveral kyvown Authorities, which 
agreed exactly with the Copy at car- 
thage, but difagreed with that of Rome ; 
the Extract produced out of it, by the 
Name of a Commonitorinm, being every 


word apparently forged. 

Upon thisthe Bifhop of Rowe was con- 
demned, his Arrogance and Ufurpation 
fupprefled by Canons, and his ride cha- 


ftifed by Letters ; the Letters and Canons 


being yet extant. This was doneabout 
the year 420. 

Zozimus dying, Boniface and Celefiine 
fucceflively take up the Quarrel . with- 
out any Diflent appearing in the Roman 
Clergy : nay rather all the Intereft of 
that Chair was imployed to uphold the 
Forgery 5 whereby it is evident , that it 
was not a Perfonal Act, but the geclt and 


buftie{s of the Church of Rome 3 as appear- 
: D eth 
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eth further by all their Succeffors perfift- 
ing in the Quarrel, by the multitude of 
her A¢embers defending it and the Forge- 
ry both; and by all the Popifh ColleGors 
corfpiring together, to maintain the Spu- 

rious and Adulterate Canons. 
Zpift Con Among other things which the Fathers 
ie Se , Wrote cut of this Sixth Council of Car- 
Colin, thage to Pope Celeftine , they oppofe the 
true Canons of the Naceze Council , a- 
gaintt the falfe ones, noting that, which 
is alone fufficient to overthrow the For- 
gery, that thefe two Popifh Canons were 
really cowtrary to the Canons and De- 
crees of the Nicewe Council: For defi- 
ring him zo more fo eaftly to admit Ap- 
peals, nor toreceive into Communion thofe 
that were Excommunicatedin other Chur- 
ches; they tell him, he might eafily find 
this matter wefined in the Nicene Coxncil: 
for if it feemea fit to be obferved in the 
inferiour Clergy, and Lay-men, much more 
ju Eifvops. They tell him, that he fheuld 
chafiife and punifh fuch impudent Flights, 
as became bin: Asallo, that the Canons 
of the Nicene Council had moft openly 
committed both the inferiour Clergy, and 
Bifhops themfelves . to their own Metro- 
politanes wifely and jufily providing, that 
all buftzeffes whatfoever foould be d:termi- 
med 


hs ee A eee a a Swi h hee 


2 SE ee OTA =a) wF iD) 5) 80 09/ . a a ees a 


a Mowian Fomertes, 
| xed in the places where they arofe, Nifi 
. forté eft Aliquis, &c. unlefs perhaps there 
be fome one whowill fay, that God is able 
to give Fuftice of Judgment to onc, be he 
who he will, but denies it to innumerable 
Priefts affeubled in a Council. Which 
was in thofe days held fo abfurd- and 
- monftrousa thing to conceive,that(how- 
ver the cafe is altered fince ) they 
_ thought no man impudent enough to af- 
firm it. In thefe words they cut the 
Popes Arrogance fufliciently , for that he 
being but ove, was fo highly conccited 
of himfelf, at leaft fo behaved himfelf, 
as if he had an extraordinary Spirit of 
‘Infallibility; and were fitter to determine 
the Caufes of the Chtirch, thana whole 
Council of Bifhops affembled together. 
Finally , they charge him with bringing 
the empty puff of fecular pride into the 
Church of Chriff- And {fo proceed to 
their Canons againtt him, 
Notwith{tanding this , the Rowan B- 
oops continued obftinate, contending fo 
long, till there wasa great Rupture made 
inthe Church upon this occafion, And 
if fome Records be true; namely, thofe 
Letters that. paft between Eulativs and 
another Boviface, the Bifhops of Rone 
grew fo impudent, as to Excommunicate 
Be. the 
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Roman Forgertes, 
the Eafferz Churches, becaufe they would 
not be obedient to an Authority found. — 
ed on fo bafe a Forgery. If they be not 
true. then there are more Forgeries in 

the Rowan Church than.we charge her 
with: For the Letters were feigned (as 

Biron,  Barouiws confefleth ) by fome afterwards, 
that were zealous of the €hurches wel- 
fare 5 O wit, for the better colouring of 
that a ifm which was made by the pride 
and ambition of Reme. | 

Thefe Epifil les were fet forth by the 
Papifts, and were owned at firft for good 
Records but Upon the confideration of 
do many Saints and Martyrs that {prung 
up in the Churches of Africa, during 
chat} 00 years, Wi herein it 1s pretended 
by thofe Epyiles, that they were cut off 
from the Céurch of Rome , it was after- 
wards thought better to re ject them as 

Counterte its, eee suet he Ror wat fa 

ed with the nam of thofe 

PERS Saints: 4 And it isa fated Rule, 

Martyr can be out of the 
tie ap oe Churches there- 

ld Jaton the Roman , by 

reafon o : our, Multitude and 

Authority o of thefe minent Saints, thefe 

Letters‘are now condemned by (ome a- 

mong hemteks lves3 wid. Bella a Ron. 

Put. 
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Boman sorgerics, lian fs 
Pont. lib. 2. cap. 25. Baron. 72 Not. A/ar- 
tyrol. ad 86. OGobr. and Bin. iz Council, 
Carthag. 6. 

This unfortunate Conteft happening 
fonear to the Fourth Century, was the 
firft Head-prixg, or Root of the Schilm, 
that isnow betweenus: And the matter 
being fo, on whofe fide the fault lay, I 
leave to the Reader. . 

How the Romaxz Church proceeded in Daills 
this bufinefs, we may learn from Daillé, a Us 
an able Writer of the Frexch Nation - Lae 
He tells us, that. the Legates of Pope Leo, fora 
inthe year 45°, inthe midjé of the Cour- Bria 
cil of Chalcedon, where were affembied 
600 Bifbops, the very Flower and choice of 
the whole Clergy, had the confidence to al- 
ledge the fixth Canon of the Council of 
Nice, 7 thefe very words, That the 
Church of Rome hath always had the 
Primacy : Words which are no more found 
in any Greek Copies of the Councils, than 
are thofe other pretended Canons of Pope 
Zozimus: Neither do they yet appear in 
any Greek or Latine Copies, nor fo much as 
in the Edition if Dionyfius Exiguus, who 
lived about 50 years after this Council: 
Whereupon he breaketh out into this 
Exclamation, When I confider that the 


Legates of fa holy a Pope, would at that 
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Roman Forgeries, 

time have fafined fuch a Wen upon the 
body of foVenerable a Canon, I am almoft 
ready tothink, that we fcarcely have any 
thing of Antiquity left us, that is entire 
and uncorrupt, except it be in matters of 
indifferency, or which could not have been 
corrupted, but with much noife, &c. 

He'further tells us, (in the place before- 
mentioned) That whereas the Greek Code, 
Num, 206. fets before ws iu the XXVIII 
Canon of the General Council of Chalce- 
don, a Decree of thofe Fathers 5 by which 
conformably to the firfé Council of Con- 
ftantinople, they ordained, that (eeing the 
City of Conftantinople was the Seat of the 
Senate, and of the Empire, and enjoyed the 


Jetwe Priviledges with the City of Rome , 


toat therefore it fhould iw like manner be 
advanced tothe Jame Height and Greatnefs 
72 Eccleftaftical Affairs , being the fecoud 
Church in Order after Rome; and that 
the Bifhop fhould have the Ordaining of 
Metropolitans in the three Dioceffes of 
Pontus, Afia, azd Thrace. Which Canon 
25 found both ix Balfamon avd Zonoras s © 
and aljo hath the Teftimony of the greateft 
part of the Eccleftaftzcal Heftorians , both 
Greek and Latine, that it is a Legitimate 
Canon of the Council of Chalcedon, iz the 
A@s of which Council, at this day alfo 
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Roman forgeries, ery 
extant, it is fet down at large: Yet not- 
withftanding, inthe collection of Diony= 
fius Exiguus 7t appears not at all, no more 
than as if there had never been any fach 
thing thought of at Chalcedon. He hath 
other marks of Dioxyftus Exiguus, which 
fufficiently brand him fora Slave to the 
Chair, but omitted here, as out of our 
Circuit. However, I think 1t meet to 
lay down the Canon as I find it lying in 
the Code of the Univerfal Church. 

‘cevr. Altogether following the De- cancit, 
©crees of the H. Fathers, and the Canon el i 
€ of thofe 130 Bifhops , moft beloved of “””*” 
‘God, which was lately read, which met 
Sunder the Great Theodofizs the Pious 
‘Emperour , in his Royal City of Con- 
¢ ffantinople {called | New Rome, we alfo 
* define and decree the fame, concerning 
‘the Priviledges of that moft H. Church 
‘ of Conftantinople | that is | New Rome: 
*For the Fathers juftly gave priviledges 
‘to the See of Elder Rowe, Guod urbs 
“ila imperaret , becaufe that City was 
“the Seat of the Empire : And the 150 
*Bifhops, moft beloved of God , being 
‘moved with the fame confideration, 

* gave equal Priviledges to the molt holy 
“See of New Rome ; rightly judging,that 
‘the City which is honoured with the 
D4 Empire, 
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Loman Forgeries, 
‘ Empire, and the Senate, and enjoys e- 
‘qual priviledges with the Royal Elder 
* Rome, ought in Ecclefiaftical Affairs al- 
°fo, no otherwife then it, to be extolled 
‘and magnified , being the fecond after 
Pity ec. 

Upon this advantage, the Patriarch 
of Conftantinople advanced himfelf above 
the other Patriarchs; and his See being 
made equal to the See of Rome, by the 
Authority of the Church, upon the Intez 
reft he had inthe Empire then fetled in 
Greece, he arrogated the Title of Uui- 
verfal Bifhop ; Which Gregory , then Bi- 
fhop of Rome, {o highly {romacke d, that 
he thundered out Letters again{t him, 
calling the Title a proud and prophane, 


| hay, a blalphemous Title; denying that 


erther bimfelf, or any of his Predeceffors 
had ever ufed 7t; and plainly affirming, 
that whosoever ufed that Title,was the fore- 


runner of Antichrifi. And to this pur- 


Greg. lib. pote, in the 2. Epifile of his fourth Book, 


Epift.24. 


he asketh, What elfe can be fignified by this 
pride, but that the times of Antichrifi are 
drawing near For he imitates bin (lays 
he) who defpifing the Fellowfhip of the 
Augelsintheir common joy , endeavoured 
to wreak upto the Top of Singularity. This 
he fpake againft Jodw of Confiantinople, 
iii | becaufe 
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| becaufe he brake the Order of the Patri- 
| archs, and defpifed the Equality of his 
| Fellow-Bifhops. Now whether it does 
not hit his own Predeceffors , Lozimus, 
and Boniface, and Celeftive, and Leo, I 
| leave to the judgment of the Reader = 
They were not contented with an Equa- 
lity in Power, but afpired, and that 
{ome of: them by the moft odious way, 
that of Lying and Forgery, as well as 
Pride and Ambition, to the top of Sin- 
. gularity. 

Whether this Zeal of Gregory was ac- 
cording to knowledge , thatis, whether it 
proceeded from zxtegrity, ox felf intereft, 
Ifhall not. determine. Allthat I obferve 
is this which followeth, when the Tyde 
turned, and the Emperour next fided 
with the Bifhop of Rowe, the very next 

- Succefior of Gregory but one, took up 
the T7tle, a little before condemned for 
blafphemous, which is claimed by the 
Roman Bifhops to this day. 

fhe Emperour fided withthe Roman 
Bifhop, becaufe the Roman Bithop fided 
with him: For when Phocas had mur- 
dered his Mafter, the good old Empe- 
Tout Mauriciys, and ufurped the Throne 


in his {tead, the Title of Uxiver {il Bifbop 


was given to the Patriarch of Rome by 
tas 
e) j te BSA Sint 191344 Hi £0) Veet SerMOry 


A ERE LP [84 NG BO SEEN NN | 


Helvic. 
Chroncl, 


—_ 


{ 
‘ 
oe 
a8 
aN 
Ba i 
aye 
abbas | 
a 
. Mul 
- 2 Mle 
2h } 
cNS age 
~ aay) 
. | 
* i 
Y ei | 
. \ i Wit 
ee A 
as 4 Hit} 
LRA A | 
| 
a) POLAND) 
1 hake 
Daan 
LDIF ae 
P Wy 
2 Hh 
t: ih 
> gai 
ah 
- Wer 
if P| 
‘ fail 
& } 
@ f 
i a 
if 4 1¢ 
} 
Hh 
| 
a {ie 
ni 
iit 
: ‘ mf 
3 Zi ; 
is 
ee. 
Ew <1 
L; 
en G ea te | it 
et jt ited 
ye Gi 
Ris +) ti 
> 
> Puen a 
sail 
Ve 
Rc OS Nien 
\ i 
x ut 


Platin. ra 


aT, Boe 
nif, 3. 


owas forgeries, 
this Bloody Tyrant, to fecure his owns. 
which had fo great a Flaw init,and need- 
ed the affiftance of fome powerful A- 
gent, 

Hereupon a Council was called at 
Rome by Boniface 3. wherein the privi- 
ledge of the Emperour Phocas was pro- 
mulged, and the Bifhop of Rome madea 
POPE, upon the encouragement of the 
Tyrant, by the confent of the Council - 


but his own, wiz. a Roman Council. 


Thus Boniface and Phocas were great 
Friends - The Imperial and Triple 
Crown were barter’d between them 
Connivance and Commerce feiling them 
both with the guilt of Murder, Simony, 
Treafon, and if S. Gregory may be belie- 
ved, with Sacriledge and Blafphemy: For 
being involved in a mutual Conipiracy, 
they became guilty of each others crimes; 
to partake with Adulterers, and comply 
with Offenders, being imputed as fin, in 
the H. Scriptures. 

Platina, an Eminent Writer of the 
Lives of the Popes, and a Papift himfelf, 
informeth us fufficiently of this bufinefs, 
in thefe words, Bou7face 111. (faith he) 4 
Roman by Birth, obtained of the Emperour 
Phocas , but with great contention, that 
the Seat of bleffed Peter the Apofile which 

is 
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is the Head of all the Churches) fhould be 
fo called, and fo accounted of all: which 
| place the church of Conftantinople endea. 
| voured to vindicate toit felf, evil Princes 
| Sometimes favouring it, and affirming the 
| Sirft See to be dueto the place where the 
| Headof the Empire was. 
In the Life of Zezieus the firlt Epifco- 
| pal Forger inthe Church of Rowe, Plati- 
_ wa mentioneth the forefaid bufinefS at 
Carthage; but fo briefly , that it is clear 
hedidnot likeit. Andtoclof up aii, in 
the Life of this Boniface he endeavours 
_toltrengthen the Title of the Rowaz Bi- 
fhop againft the Patriarch of Conftaxting- 
ple, by the Donation of Confaniine, ano- 
ther Forgery , of which hereafter. 


The two counterfeit Canons contain- 
ed in the Commonitorium, which the Ro- 
man Bifhop fent to the fixth Council of 
Carthage, arethefe, as Fauftinus the Ita- 
lian Bilhop delivered them in Greek, to 
be read by Daniel the Pronotary inthe 
Council. 

Heece St, &c, We are pleafed, that if a 
Bifhop be accufed, and the Bifhops of his 
Country being affenbled together, have 
Judged hin, and depofed hin from bis 
Degree, and he thinks fit to sppeal, and 

| foall 
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forall fly to the moft blefed Bifhop of the 
Roman Church, and fhall defire to be 
heard, and he fhall think it juft that the 
Tryal be renewed, then he | the Roman Bi- 
fhop | fhall vouchfafe to write to the Bifhops 
of the adjoyning and bordering Province, 
that they ‘fhould diligently examine all, 

and def HE ACC ‘or ding tothe Truth. But if 
any one thinks fit tbat his Caufe be heard ae 
gain, avd vy bis oven supplication. moves 
the B Bifh yop) oy Rome, that be fhould fexd a 
[ Legate or \ Prieft ft om his fides it fhall 
be in his vower to do as be lifteth, and as he 
thinketo fit. And if be foall decree that 
fome ov cbt to be fent , that being prefent 
themfelves might iy) with the Bifhops, 
having bis Auth jority by whou th-y mere 
fent, zt fhall be according to his judgment: 

but if he think the Bi hops fuffictent to end 
the bufinefs , he fhall do what in bis moft 

wife counjel he judgeth mect. 

Here the Rowan Bifhop, nay the mean- 
eft Przeft he fhall pleafe to fend as his Le- 
gate, 1s exalted above all Councils, Bi- 
fhops, and Patriarchs in the world ; he 
may do, and unde, act, add, refeind, 
diminith, alter, whatfoever he pleafeth 
inany Council , when the Caufes of the 
moft Eminent Rank in the Church do de- ° 
pendinthe fame. All Bilhops are by this 
| Canon 
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‘Canon made more to fear the Roman Bi- 
ifhop than their own Patriarch, and are 
fingaged, if need: be, to fide with him 
fagain{t their Patriarch: the Gate is open 
'for all the Wealth in the World to flow 
finto his Ecclefiaftical Court, which is as, 
much above the Court of any ether Pa- 
|triarch, by this Right of Appeals, as the 
Archbifhops Court above any inferiour 
'Bifhops, while we may Appeal to that 
from thefe at our pleafure. Thus Bifhops 
and Patriarchs are made to buckle under 
ithe Popes Cirdle, and the Decrees of 
| Counicils are put under his foot: And all 
‘this. is no more but half a Step to the 
Popes Chair. 
| The other part of the Step in this Com- 
| mwonitorium , was the following Canon 
concerning Priefis ; 
| Oatos exioner@, cy ought notte pas. 
‘that over iw filence, that does yet move 
mes If any Bifpop happento be angry (as 
he ought.vot and be fuddenly or fharply 
moved againft his Prieft or Deacon, and 
would caft him out of his Church, Provift- 
on mui bé made, that be be not condewm- 
ned being Innocent, or lofe the Communi- 
on. Let him that is caft out have power to 
Appeal to the Borderers, that his Caufe 
wight be heard, andpandlead more careful- 
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ly; for a Hearing ought not to be denied 
him when he asks it : And the Bifhop,which 
hatheither jufily or unjuftly ejected hin, 
Shall patiently fuffer, that the bufivels be 
lookt into, and his Sentence either con- 
firmed, or rectified, &e. 

What is the meaning of this, ec. in 
Binius, Labbe, Coffartins, and the Collcio 
Regia 1 cannot tell, but doubtlefs the 
Canon intends the fame in the clofe with 
the former , that the laft Appeal is refer- 
ved to the Roman Chair; which made 
the Fathers in the fixth Council of car- 
thage{o angry as we find them, to fee 
things fo falfe and prefumptuous, faftned 
upon the firft moft Glorious Oecumeni- 
cal Council, which decreed the clean 
contrary, in the 4 and 5 Canons. The 
fubftance and force of which’, as we 
gave you before, fo fhall we now the 
words of the Canons themfelves, 

Can. 4. Exicxomey weosixe, &c. It is ft 
that a Bifhop chiefly be ordained by all the 
Bifbops that are. ia the Provinces but i 
this be found difficult, either becaufe of any 
urgent necelfity . or for the length of the 
journey, then the Ordination ought to be 
swade by Three certainly meeting together, 
the abjent| Bilhops | agreeing, and confent- 
ji7g by their Writs : but let the confirmation 
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of the Ads be given, throughout every 
Trovince, to the Metropolitan. 

Can. 5. Tee Wh axosovirav, &c. Con- 
cerning thofe that are Excommmusicated, 
whether in the Order of the Clergy, or the 
Laity, by the Bifpops in every feveral Pro- 
‘vince, let the Sentence prevail according 
to the Canon, that they who are caf out by 
fome, be not received by others: but let it 
be required, that no man be excluded the 
Congregation, by the pufillanimity or con- 
tention, or by any [uch vice, of the Bifhop. 
That this therefore might mere decently be 
inquired into, we think it fit, that Coun- 
cils fuould every year, thronghont every 
Province, twice be celebrated: That fuch 
Queftions may be difcuffed by the commen 
Authority of all the Biftops affembled to- 
gether: Ard fothey, that have evidently 
offended againft their Bifhop , fhall be ac- 
counted Excommunicated , according te 
toreafon, by all; till it pleafeth the com- 
munity of Bifhops to pronounce a milder 
Sentence upon fuch. But let the Councils 
be held the one before the Quadragefima 
before Kalter, that all Diffention being 
taken away, we might offer a moft pure 
Giftunio Gods and the fecond about the 
widdle of Autumn, 

The lait Appeal, you fee, is ordered by 

the 
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Roman Forgeries, 
the Canon to Councils; and, as they 
pleafe, the Controverfie isto be ended; 
without flying from one to another Bi- 
fhop. Thefe are the true and Authen: 
tick Canons of the Nicexe Council, over- 
thrown by the Forgery. 


DF | 


CAP. II 


A multitude of Forgeriés feeretly mingled 
among the Records of the Church,and put 
forth under the Nanve of Ufidore, Bifbop 
of Hifpalis: Which Book is owned, de- 
fended, and followed by the Papifts. 


Bile Rovian Chair: being thus lifted 

| uptothe utmoft Height it could 
welldefire, care muft be taken to fécure 
its Exaltation. After many fecret Coun. 
cils. therefore; and powerful Methods 
ufed for its’ Eftablifhment$ for the in- 
creafe of its Power and Glory, (further- 
ed by the Luxury and ‘Idlenefs of the | 
Weltern Churches ) of ‘which saluian 
largely complains in his’ Book De Provi- 
dentia ( written to jultifie the Difpenta- 
tion of GOD in all the Calamities they 


tuffered by the Goths, who facked Rome 


inthe days of theforenamed zozimus ) 
| there 


Roman Forgeries, | 
there came out a collection of Councils 
and Decretal Epiftles, in the Name of Tf- 
dore, Bilhop ot Hifpalis , about the year 
790. In which Book there are neatly in- 
terwoven a great company of forged E- 
vidences , or feigned Records, tending 
all to the advancement of the Popes 
Chair, ina very various, copious, and 


_ Elaborate manner. 


That the Bifhop of Reme had a fecret 


_handinthe contrivance and publication 


of them; is probable , if not clear from 
_ divers Reafons: 


I, Before they were publifhed , Ha- 


| drian 1. maketh ufe of the Tale of Con- 


Jtantines Leprofie, Vifion, and Baptitm by 
Pope Sylvefter; things till then never 
heard of in the world , but afterwards 
contained in the Dexation of Conftantine, 


-aForgery , which in all probability lay 


by this Hadrian, but of his own prepa- 


Ying, when he wrote his Letter to Con- 


ftantine and Treze, which Letter was 
read, atid is recorded 1n the 2. Niceze 
Council, on the behalfof Images: being 
fent abroad like a Scowt, as it were, to try 
what fuccefs it would find in the world, 
before he would adventure the whole Bo- 
‘dy of his Players to publick view: For 
if that were {wallowed down without 
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30 azonran Foreries, 
being detected, the reft might hope for 
the fame good Fortune: if not, the firtk, 
might pats fora wzz(fake, and its Compas. 
nions be fafely fupprefled , without any 
mifchief following. (193 
2. The Emperour and the Council 
having digefted the firft Legend,, expofed 
by the Pope fo craftily to publick view) 
the other Forgeries were a little after 
boldly publithed inthis Book of Jfdore, 
tovether with the Legend.and. Donation 
Of Conflantine s which when Hixemdritss 
ieee Archbifhop of Rhemes , Cupon ‘its firft 
*™** publication) fet himfelf to write againft, 
he was taken up fo roundly forthe fame 
by the Authority of Rowe.,.that he, was 
fain gladly to acquit the Attempt for,e- 
ver: And their temdernefs over it; 1s,1 
thirik, a {ufficient Indication .of their Re- 
lation to its every Creature being natus 
rally affectionate to its own Broed, and 
prone to ftudy its prefervation. 

The Church of Rowe was f{o.tender of 
Earon,ibid Ifdores E-dition, that,asfome fay, Hixe- 
marys vias forced to recant his Opinions 
and to declare, that he believed and. re- 

ccived the Book with Veneration, 
ExTomo2. 3. Itisrecorded by Fuftellus, that the 
Bah Fat forementioned Hadrian was careful to 
Sirmondi, ZV Charles the Great a Copy of the 
| Councils 
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Lomas Soegeries, 

Councils and Decretal Epiltles, drawn 
up (as he affirmed _) by Diougfius Exiguus. 
Daille accufes the Book of many faults 5 
but whether Hadrzav or Dionyfius were 
guilty of them, is little material; only 
‘twas done as a Pledge of Reconciliation, 
after feveral Bickerings between the Gi- 
ver and Receiver. Charles the Great ha- 
ving feveral times invaded Rome, and 
now departing thence with Friexdjhip : 
which makes me a little the more prone 
to fufpect Dionyfins too, for one of thofe 
Danaum Dona, whichare given like Ne/- 
Jus his Shirt, when wounded by Hercules, 
to his Enemies Wife, for the deftruction 
of her Husband. 

Be it how it will, ic fhews that Hadr7- 
ax 1, was a bufie man, that heunder{tood 
the influence and power of Records, 
what force they would have upon the 
minds of Lay-wev, andthathiseyes and 
hands were fometimes bufied infuch Af- 
fairs. 

But that which above all other Argu- 
ments difcovers the Popes to have a hand, 
if not in the Publication , yet in the Re- 
ception of the Forgeries, is this; thatthe 
Rowan Canonilts, [vo,Gratian, Oc. have 
digelted them into the Popes Laws; and 


they are fo far countenanced by the 
Beat Popes’ 
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32 Boman Forgertes, 
* Popes themfelves, that almott from the 
time of their publication, throughout all 
Ages fince, they have been received for 
Authentick inthe Papal Jurif{didtion, and 
are ufed as fuch in all the Ecclefaftical 
Courts under the Popes Dominion, as the 
chief of their Hules forthe deciding of 
Caufes: So that they are not only fofter- 
pd, but exalted by the Authority of Rome. 
Fhe Glory which they acquired in the 
Throne of Judgment, advancing them 
for along time above the reachiof Sufpi- 
tion. The Veneration whichis due to 
the Chair of Holinefs was their belt fecu- 
rity. | | 
By the influence of the Popes Autho- 
rity they were received into the Codes of 
Princes, being (as we fhall fhew out of 
Baronius, inthe next Chapter.) introdu- 
ced into the Capitular Books of the Kings 
of the Franks by Benedidfus Levitas and 
at hisinflant requeft, confirmed.and ap- 
proved by the Papal Chair. 

The Forgeries: in Idore being {catter- 
edabroad, it is dificult to conceive to 
what a vatt Height the Rowaz See by de- 
erces afcended: The Splendour of fo 
many Ancient Martyrs Names, together 
withfo many Canons and Deerees in her 
behalf, fo far wrought, that her Bifhop 

came 
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-came at laft to Claim all Power over all 
| perfons, Spritual and Tex:poral, to have 


the fole power of forgiving | firs. to be a- 
| lone Infallible, to be Gods Vicar upon 


Earth, the on! ly Oracle in the world, 


| nay, the fole Supreme and Abfolute Mo- 


narch , difpofing of E cinieds and King- 
doms . according tothe Tenour of the 
Doétrines contained'in thofe Forgerics; 


| wherein he is made the fole Index sendé nt 


Lord, without Controul , able to do 


what ever he lifted. 
Some few Ages after this firft Publica- 


tion of Hidore , there were other Re- 
cords put forth, though lately feen , yet 


bearing the countenance of PBIB 
ey dee s which fo ordered’ the mat- 
ter, that (according to them) the Evazs 


-gelilts brought theirG ofpels to 8. Peter to 
confirm shen : and fee al books 6f 


S. Clement, S. Peter’s Succefior, were purrs 
into the Cdiioin of the Holy Bible, the 
whole number of Canonical Looks He cing 


fetled and defined bv his fole A \uthori ity. 


In token (doubtlefs) of the Power In-- 
herent in all S. Peter’s Succcflors at Rowe, 
to difpofe of the Apoftles, and their 
Writings, as they pleate. Syunsbionalt 
own Cansn, f for that purpofe,being num- 
bered among thofe of the Apof: ‘les, 

eS 3 That 


Gar CONN eee | 


oman Forgertes, 

That the Pope was uncapable. of being 
judged by any ; that no Clergy-man was 
to be Subje& to Kixgs, but all todepend 
tamediatel y upon the Bifhop of Rome 5 
that he was the Rock and Head of the 
Church, was the conftant Doctrine of all 
thofe Forgerics, when put together, with 
many other Popifh Points, of lefs con- 
cernment,{prinkled up and down in them 
at every turning. 

Cui bono? Among the Civilians ’tis 4 
notable mark of Deteétion in a blind 
Caufe, whofe Good, whofe Exaltation, 
whofe Benefit is the drift and {cope of 
things; and ‘tis very confiderable forthe 


oe an 


{ure finding out of the firft Authors, | 


That they are Forgeries, is. manifett: 
Nets whofe they are, 1s the Queftion in 

hand; and if Agents naturally intend 
themfelves in their own Operations, It is 
eali iy folved. 

How excefiively the World)was ad- 
dicted to Fables about the time of 2f- 
dore s Appearances we may fee by the 
Contents of the 2.Naceze Council,Dreams, 
Vifions and Wisacles being very rife in 
their beft demonftrations; and among 
other Legends , a counterfeit Bafl, a 
counterfeit Athaneafi us, acounterfeir Ex- 


perour , Maintaining and promoting the - 


Adoration 
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| Adoration of Images: As may perhaps 
‘in another Volume be more fully difco- 
_vered, when we defcend from thefe fix/e, 


to fucceedin is Ages, 


The c Conntenfrits in Tfidore being min- 
-gled with the Records of the Church, like 
Lares among Wheat , - falfe Coyns a= 


“mong heaps Oe Gold, lay undiltinguith- 
-ed from true Anti jqutities , and ( after 
| Hincmarys bis 1\\ fuccefs) were little ex- 
-amined by the {pace of 500 or 6co years. 


Some {mall oppofition there was, made in 
particular by the Bifhops in Frazce, and 


perhaps by. fome Dactors and Bifhops 


now, more fincerethan ordinary, or ‘i 
fome Learned Lawyer that rarely ap- 
peared: but the general Jutereft of the 
Times, the Deluge of corrupted man- 
ners, thelIgnorance of the Lai ty, the 


| Luxury of the Priefts, the Greatnef$ of 


the Chair, and the Love of Superftition 
fo far prevailed, that fora long time the 
Court of Rome luxurtantly flourtfhed in 
the Light of her own Glory, and tothis 
Prodigious Sun-foine owed much of its 
Splendour. 

For the Pope having wrought himfelf 
by his firft Arts into that high Reputati- 
on, the Luffre whereof dazled the world, 
it concerned him much to keep the Larth 
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36 Loma Forgertes, 

ina Profound Quiet , and to. cherifh Zg- 
norance, ( a Vertue highly. praifed in the 
Church of Rome} that asthe Tares were 
fown , they might be permitted to grew, 
and be fruitful, while wen flept « In which, 
the want of Printing much affifted him, 
Monks and Fryars being the only Scribes, 
or the chief ones, and all at his Devo- 
tion, 

Written Copies were the only Books, 
which at moft could be but few; enough 
indeed to preferve knowledge by may of 
Recora 5 but being Chained up in Mona- 
lteries and Libraries , they came feldom 
abroad, unlefs by the report of fuch we- 
affeéed perfons as had their Tutelage and 
keeping. | 

_ The Popes Indulgence, and the Sloth 
enNing, made way for the Artifice of 
Prieft> in after-ages; which were not 
Bookish ones, as this is, neither were Lay- 
wien addicted much to Reading. 

But upon the Reformation, occafioned 
by nothing more than the votoriows im- 
piety and excefs of Popes, ( unlefs the 
impudence and fecurity of his Followers 
may contend fora fhare in it_) when Li- 
braries fell into the Proteftants hands, 
Inquifiticn was made, Archives were en- 
tered, Books opened, Records fearched 
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Roman Forgertes, 
and diligently compared :. Whereupon 
. much fraud and fhufiing was found, and 
_expofed tothe world. . 
For asthe Copies were enough, had 
they been fizcere; fo, thoughthey were 
not fincere , by the Providence of God, 
they contained Indications, wherby clear 
| Judgments might eafily difcern between 
Records and Forgeries; as Ifound my 
felf, tomy great amazement, without any 
Warning! when! firtt fet my felf to read 
the Councils, and fimply made ufe of 
“none but Popifh Compilers: For there 
isnot more difference, for the moft part, 
between a piece of Gold and an Oyfters 
{hell , than betweena true Record anda 
Forgery. 
Upon this Infpection the Popes Power 
beganto be queitioned , and his Throne 
tofhake, asif ithad been founded on a 
Quagmire: He therefore furnifheth him. 
felf with Armies of Priefts, as S; Gregory 
phrafeth it, new Orders of Jefnites and 
Fryars , ( never before heard of j being 
erected for the defence of his Tottering 
Chair: men devoted againit the Truth, 
as thofe Confpirators were, that fwere 
they would neither eat nor drink till they 
had {lain Paul; for the Maintenance of 
whom, he is at great expence unto this 


day. 
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Loman Forrervies, 
day. Above all otherarts, that of provi- 
ding Seminaries being the moft coltly, 
and the mott myfterious > wherein they 
are lecretly trained up, like , Sappho’s 
Birds; of whom itis — ‘that be- 
ing ambitious to be thought a GOD, ‘he 
privately cherifhed 1a multitude , "and 
taught them by degrees to fay , Meyer 
Osis 6 Sxpe: Sappho isa great God: 
which being let loofe ona fudden with 
their Leffon, all the other Birds in the 
Forreft were quickly inftructed in the 
fame Ditty : W hereupon (he withdraw- 
ing himfelf_) the people thought him 
gone to Heaven, and a Yemple was erect- 
ed tothe God Sappho. Whether the Sto- 
ry betrue, I fhall not determine; IT am 
fure it may pafs for an Exbleme of the 
Popes Atchievement, who by this means 
has wade the World to ring ofa Doctrine 
which wakes hima God ; or if: not that, 
at leaft Lord of all Councils, greater than 
Emperours, Head of the Church , ere. 
His Evxziffaries Uluing ferth from thefe 
wayfterious Seminaries, and filling the 
Earth like Locufts, or Irke little fraudu- 
lent and fimple Birds, chirping out the 
Ditty: and while ail the Wood learnin ng 
it one of another, the Earth is full of the 


Miracle. 
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Reman Forgeries, 39 

All the late Compilers of the Decrees 
jand Councils {eem hence to flow; James 
| Merlin, Peter Crabbe, Laurentinus Surius, 
Nicolinus , Carranza, Severinus Binins, 
| Labbe and Coffartins, the Colle#ia Regia, 
&c. being hisfworn Adjutants for up- 
holding the Chair. The laft is a Book 
of fuch State and Magnificence, that it 
| conliftsof 37 Volumes, and is in price 
about 50 pounds: More or lef3, they all 
carry on the Forgertes with one content , 
which were at firft publifhed in the name 
of Ifidore of Hifpalis; though fome had 
rather, upon mature deliberation, it 
thould te Fidore Mercator, or Ifidore Pec- 
eator, a Merchant, or a Sinwer, rather 
than a Saint, and a Bifhop. 

This Narrative of the Forgeries being 
thus nakedly, and by way of Hiftory 
plainly given, it remains now, that the 
| Forgeries themfelves be pioved to be 
fuch: Inthe detection of which, much 
light will reflec upon the foregoing paf- 
fages: All which, if you pleafe, you may 
take only fora fair Introducion. 

Howbeit , I muft clofe. with two or 
three Obfervations. Firlt of all, I do 
not content my felf with any fingle Col- 
leor of Councils among the Papifes, lett 
they fhould fay , Thisis but ove Dodors 

Opinion ; 


Loman forgeries, 

Opinion 5 but I take the streaw of them 
together. Secondly ,Detect not the Books 
of private men, but fuch as are adopted 
by the Church of Rome, being dedica- 
ted to Popes, Kings, Emperours, and 
coming out cam fummo Privilegio. Third- 
ly,that the firft of thefe Compilers, ( ex- 
cepting thofe that were impioyed in the 
firft publication and Promotiom of Ift- 
dore_) did begin with that Service not 
much above 130 years ago; all of them 
rifling up fince the times of Afartin Lu- 
ther , though their Names make a great 
noife and blufter in the world: For up- 
on the Reformation of the Chuffth, fo 
happily wrought, and carried on by the 
Proteftants , thefe Armies of CoVeE ors 
were marfhalled together , to help a lit- 
tle, and to uphold the Popes Chair by 
Forgeries : Which intimates a Dearth of 
Antiquities , fince they are forced to fly 
to fuch fhaweful expedients. 

Luther appeared in the year 1517. The 
firft that appeared after him was James 
Merlin, inthe year 1535. The next was 
Peter Crabbe, inthe year 1538. After him 
Carranza,in the year 1564. Then Surius, 
inthe year 1567. Turriaz follows, not 
asa Collector, but as a Champion to de- 
fendthem, in the year 1573. Whom N7- 

} colinus 
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: Rouran Forgeries, At 
colinws facceeded as a Compiler of the 
Cwuuncils, in the year 1585. After him 
Binius, Labbeand Coffartins, andthe Col- 

leZ#io Regia follaw in their Order. Se 

that itisan eafie matter to difcern what 

fet thefe Voluminows Writers on work , to 

wit, the great and {mart occafion they re- 
ceived by the Reforwzatiox. 

Finally obferve, that Itdore and Mer- 

liz, the firit of the Compilers, whofe 
Works are extant, lay down the Forges 
ries, fimply and ‘plainly, for. good Re- 
cords; but Bizius,and his Followeas, by 
reafon of the Arguments which they can- 
notanfwer, begin to confefs {ome of them 
tobeForgeries : So do the moft Grave 
and Learned Cardinals, Bellarmine and 
Baronius , thoughthey ftillcarry.on the 
Defign of the firft Inventers , by fome oz 
ther Methods, which they hope will fuc- 
ceed better, 

Nor is it any wonder, that a Secular 
Kingdom {hould make men more adive 
than the love of Heavex; fince we daily 
fee, how the Kings of the worldexpend 
vatt Treafures of Gold and Silver, and 
run through all dangers of Death and 
Battel, for their own prefervation , and 
the Conquelt of their Neighbours. The 
fame care which they take in building 

Forts 
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Forts and Cittadels, being taken bythe 
Bifhop of Rome, inmaintaining Semina= 
ries 5 Oniverfties, Privting-Howfes, &e. 
which depend abfolutely on him, for the 
{ecuring of all that Wealth and Empire, 
Whichhe hath by his #7 and Policy ac- 
quired: Te ftandeth him upon for if 
his Religion falls, his:Glory vanithethjand 
his Kizedow is abolifhed. 

What men will do for Secular Exds,. 
beyond all the belief and expectation of 
the Vulgar, we fee in 'Hamor and she- 
chem, the firft and moft Ancient Mytrour 
of that kind in the world: who for the 
accomplifhment of their defires, introdu- 
ced anew Religion, troubling themfelves 
and their Citizens unto: Blood, meerly to - 
get pofleflion of Dizah, Facob'sDaugh= 
ter, | 3 

Jeroboam’s Policy is about 2506 years 
old, though much more late.. When the 
ten Tribes revolted:from the Houfe of 
David, for fear \e{t they fhould return to 
their Allegiance, if they went up yearly 
to Jerufalem, according to the Law , he 
fet uptwo Calves forthe people to wor- 
fhip, and underwent a’ great expence 
(betides the G:ld inthe Calves ) in ereét- 
ing anew Order of Priefts, that the peo- 
ple might be kept at home in their per- 

verfe 
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gerfe Obedience.» He very well knew 
thofe Calves were no Deities, yet for fe- 
-eular ends he promoted their worthip, 
and was foliowed therein by all the Lzze 

ofthe Kings of wrael, feveral hundred 

of years together. : 

What Demetrius the Silver-Smith did 
for Diana of the Ephefians , and. what an 
uproar he made, purely for Gaiz, 1n mas 
king her Shrinei} all the Chriftian World 
underftandeths But the High-Priefts 
Scribes and Elders of the Femws,. tm acting 
againfvall the Afracles of Chrilt, and a- 
gainilt their Coxfererce 5 efpecially in gi- 

ving Money: tothe Souldiers::to hold 
their peace, when they brought the news 
of his Refurretion, their refiféing of the 

foly Ghoft at his Miraculous Defceat 5 
thefe are a fufficient inftance of the 7#- 
credible obdur atenefs of mays heart, and 
his .obftinate # ery ertencls. allures his 
hopes , ;as the immediate Crown of his 
Labours. 3% 

The Diana of the Romans is much 
more proficuous than the. Diaza of the E- 
pheftans +The fatteft. places of the P 
winces , and the greateft Empire in te 
World, are the Game, they Play. This 
Dinab animatethall their Strength to im- 
pote on the people s And for the ealing 

of 
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of their own Charge, itis a ufual thing 
with Popes, to permit their Priefts and 
Fryers, tor their better fupport, to de- 
ceive the people; which Dr. Stillingfieer, 
in his Book of Popifh Counterfeit Mira- 
cles, dees excellently-open: in which, 
and in all other Arts and: Tricks , they 
have a {peciai connivance, provided they 
keep the poor fimple Sheep within the 
bounds:of their Jurifdiction, and contri- 
bute to the continuance of their Secular 
Kingdom. | | 

This.is the trath of the Story 5 and 
thefe are the circumftances of the whole 
procedure, which remains now to be 
proved. 


CAP: TV; 


James Merlin’s Editions of the Councils , 
who lately publifbed Widore Hifpalentis 
for a good Record, whichis now detetf- 
ed, and proved to be a Forgery. 
Yo 4zes Merlin’s pains was to publith 
J Ifidore , with fome Collections and 
Additions of hisown. He pofitively ‘af 
firmeth him to be that Famous Ifidore of 
Hifpalis, a Saint; a Bithop, and a Father 


of 
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}oF the Church : though as Blondel 
Se Dr. Reynolds accurately obferve , 

S. Iidore of Hifpalis was dead 40, 50 0, 60 
| years, before fome things came to p pats 
that are mentioned in that Book of the’ 
|~Gouncils. 

Blondel ina Book of his, called Pfex- 
| do-Tidorus, Or Turianus Vapulans, Cap. 2: 

obferves; how the loweft that write ef 
Hidores leath , fix it on the year 647. as 
Va zits in his Chronicle? Others on the 
| year 643. as Rodericus Toletanus Hift, (7b. 
| 26¢ap.18. Oren the year 625) as the pro- 
| per Office of ihe Saints of Spain: oronthe 
| Wear 6362 4vhen Sint halis entered his 
Kingdom, as Redemptus Diaconus,an eye- 
witnels, De Obiix Indari. 

BraleoBi Akop of Céfar-Axguftana , 
—Lheas Ludevfss ‘Baroninus the great Anna- 
‘MKS tariana, Grialus, and others, agree 

with thelaft; whichise eleven years: foon- 

érthan Vafens, So thatthe general pre- 
vailing Opinion is, that Ifidore of Hil (palis 
died in the year 636. eek -, that. we 
may deal moft fairly with them, we wilt 
allow them al ll they can Aa ane calcu 
late our affair by the laft A ccount, which 
is moft for their advaniage. 

Admit Vafe#sin the right, that ifidore 

lived till the year 647. yet the-Book 
EF which 
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which is Fathered upon him, can be none 
of hiss for it mentions things which 
came to pafs long after, 

It is obferved by Blondel, that, Hoxora- 
tus, who fucceeded Ifdore in the See of 
Hijpalis, is found in the fixth Council of 
Toledo; whereas this pretended : Ifdore 
makes mention of the eleventh Council 
inthe fame place. He talks of the fixth 
Oecumenical Council, inthe year 681. no 
lefs than 46 years after his own death, by 
the loweft account. He writes of Bowi- 
face of Mentz, {lain as Baronius obferves, 
in the year 755.which was threefcore and 
fixteen years after Zfdores death: Yet 
Poffevin, upon the ward Iftdorus Hifp.and 
Hart in his Conference with. Rejzelds, 
contend the Author of this Book to be 
the true Iidore, Bifhop of Hifpalis, as Mer< 
lin who firft publithed I/dore in print, and 
others did before them, 

Among his Witnefles produced againft 
this Counterfeit, the firft which Blondel 
ufeth, is the Code of the Roman Church} 
in which onely the Epittles of 13. Ro- 
man Bifhops are contained, beginning 
with Siriciws > Whereas there are in Iff- 
dore above 60. whereof five. or fix and 
thirty lived before Sirzeiws, and Were all 
unknown until the time of Ifdore. 

His 
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. His next Teftimony is that of the Bi- 
| {hops of France, about the year 865. 
_ who concluded, that Zfdore’s Wares then 
| newly beginning to be fold, could not have 
| the force of Canons, becaufe they were rot 
| contained in the Authentick Code, or 
| Book of Canons formerly known. 

He next citeth the Council of guif- 
granum, An. 816. the Bilhops of Parzs, 
An.329. Henricus Caltheifenfts , Erafmus. 
Greg.Caffander, Anton. Contins,the famous 
Lawyer, Bellarmine and Baronizs, the 
- Learned Cardinals. | | 
The Teftimony of Baroniys being more 
_ largely cited than the refidue , I thought 

it meet to fearch the Author , and thereI 
found thefe following paflages. , 

Writing upon the Conteft between 
Pope Nicholas and the French Bifhops 
concerning Appeals,he beginneth to fhew 
how they complained, that the Caufes of pacon, Ar. 
Bifhops, which ought to be tryed in Councils chrift.86¢. 
by their Fellow Bifhops, were removed to™+ 
the Apoftolick Chair: And they queftioned 
in their Letters, whether thofe Epiftles of 
the more Ancient Biflops , which were not 
inferted intothe Body of the Canons , but 
were written in the Collection of Widore 
Mercator , were of equal Authority with 


the refidue ¢ 
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For the making of which. Controver- 
fie the more plain, and to fhew what they 
mean by the Body of the €azons, he tells 
.3. US, JE 2s certain y that the more Ancient 

Collection of the Decretal Epiftles of the 
Roman Bifhops, and the Canons of divers 
Councils, acquired Juch a nane, that the 
Volum was called, Vhe Book, or Code , or 
BODY of CANONS, iucreafed bj the 

addition of other Councils, which were af- 
terwards celebrated, Bui the mere ancient 
and full collecfiow of the Epiftles of Roman 
Bifhops, and Canons of Councils, was that 
of Crefconius,. of which L have {poken.be- 
fore, faith he: Which. being imcreafed by 
the addition of many Canons and Epifiles, 
went under the name of the Book, or BO- 
DY of CANONS... 4xd whereas there 
were many other Collections of Canons 
compiled, that whichis the vicheft of all, 
wrade by Uidore firnaned Mercator, con- 
taining the Epiftles of the Ancient Roman 
Biflops , beginning from Clement, was 
Longe recentior , far younger than they 
all; as Hinemarus, Archbifhop of Rhemes, 
does ieftifie: Forafmuch as it was not 
brought out of Spain zuto France, before 
the times of Charles the Great , by Bicul- 
phus Archbifbop of Mentz+ For fo he te- 
JStifies in a Letter of bis to incmarus Lau- 
dunenfis, 


eT SIP) 


sfonian forgerice, 
| dunenfis , begzxuing, Sicut de Libro, &c. 
| Bug he who firft colleded Canons out of the 


| Sorefaid Epifiles, publifhed at fife by Mi- 


dore, and inferted them into the Lovks of 
the eee of the Franks, was B Benedich 
Levita 5 as he te ftific eth of him felf in bis 
Preface before the fifth book of thofe Ca- 
nous, whewrit ix the times of "the Sons 
0) FPG rvicus | Pius the Empe VOur Lu 
cus Loth arius, avd Charles, as we owed 
where he “IP , L have inferted thefe Ca- 
uous, Kc. to wit , thofe WARES of Hi- 
dore Mercator, i ch were b TOE as 
thou bh aft t heard of Hinemarus, 7#to rai 
out of Spain by Riculp! 1Us, NS ile ca- 
lumniari poflit , ab. Ecclefid Romand ali- 
guid hujufmodi commentim efile + Leff 
any one flould lander us, .and fay , the 
Church of "Rome invented fuch a bufinefs 
as this. 

| elooks up- 
on th as aCommentum, amecy Fitton. and 
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BODY of CANONS, and fubfcribes to 
Hincwtarus Archbifhop of Rhemes, citing 
him who writ again{t Ifdore, as a good 
and Authentick Author. He confeffeth 
that they were never known in France 
till the times of Charles the Great, that is 
700 years after they firft began to be 
written; and that they were introduced 
into the books of the Kings of the Frazks 
by Benedidus Levita, inthe times of Lu- 
dovicus Lotharins, which was about the 
year 850. So that the Church was go- 
verned well enough without them, and 
about 800 years afier our Saviours Birth 
they were firft hatcht as meer Ivwovati- 
ous. This is too large a Chivk foran E= 
nemy to opens; but he proceedeth fur- 
ther. 

That the fame Riculphus , Bifhop of 
Mentz , did live in the times of Charles 
the Great, many Monuments of that Age 
do make it certain; efpectally the Tefta- 
ment of the fame Charles the Great, ¢o 
which this Riculphus zs found to have fub- 


fcribed among divers others. We find that 


he was Prefident alfoin a Council at Mentz, 
held in the year of our Redemption 813. 
Sc. Since therefore the French Regions, 
which are neareft to Spain, keew not the 
Collection of Ifidore before the times—of- 
¢ : Riculphus, 
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Roman Sfosgeries, 
Riculphus, wzch lefs Italy, ## zs 2 conje- 
ure, that th7s Widore did Live and write 
not lone before, and foit was firfi publifh- 
ed by Riculphus, who brought it thither ; 
then by Benedittus, who put zt 7uto the Ca- 


 pitular books; and laftty , by Hincmarts 


Junior, Bifhop of Laon, the lafé Collector 
unto this our Age: which Hincmarus cf 
Rhemes, a wan of a keener faell, repre- 
hendeth in wany things, defaming that 
collefion of Midore which the other ufed, 
for which caufe he was accufed, For ¥ro- 
doardus, 7# bis Hiftery of KRhemes, Cap. 
86. near the cxd, faith of him, that being 
accufed becanfe he had condemned the De- 
cretal Epiftles of the Roman Bifhops, fhe 


 profelfed and protefted otherwile, that he 


adu:itted, held, and approved them with 
the greateft honour. Upon this occafion, to 
wit, it appears, he was branded with a 
mark, becaufehehad (gnified himfelf not 
to have approved that Colledi ion of iiidore 
in all things. 

Baronius you fee, who isone of the 
ereate{t Friendsto the See of Rome, en- 
deavours to remove the matter ot Ifidore 
as faras he can from the Homan Charr , 
being fore afraid, left the guilt of fo ma- 
ny Forgeries fhould too apparently be 
charged upon her: For which caufe he 
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will not have the book fo much, as kzowz 
in aly 1ay notin iF Mae which is near- 
er unto Spaiz, for 800 yearstime, but 


that it. came_out ni Spain tilt , being 
brought by Riculphus. Perhaps Riculphus 
Was nevel wea cre. He doth not tell us that 
he went into Spazz, for onght lean find, 
DOE sara ¥ oe at occafion, nor in what on 
ty. ,.nor of whom he rex cae? Ifidore < 
vhich putteth me im mind of Boat his 
evice, who being a {trong Thief, and 
robbing Hercules of ay O3 cen, drew aie 
ll backward by. thi ai inte his Den, 
A atthe print of the } “e Is being found 
backw: ids , they might not be tracked, 
but feem to be Bens another way. 
But he fails in bis defign: for as it is 
firance, that Italy fhould not know. the 
Decretal Bp Hy es of its omz Popes for 
years , till Azex/phus brought them 
hone {ois it more firange, that 
being fuch Forgeries as he would have 
them , Hizemarus Archbifhop of Rhemes 
jhould be accuica for conde mning them, 
and ratied up, and branded 1 in fuch a man- 
ner, and compelled to recant by fo pow- 
erful an Enemy 5 fori it feems he had no 
way.te faye himfe] ,. but he renouncing 
his Opinion, he je ealoul ie of the Ro- 
wan Church, and its tendernefs over Tj- 


dove, 
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Votan Foeries, 53 
dere, appeareth molt exceeding great in 
the hard dealing which Hincuarus met 
with, who though he did recant, was 
{till voted with infauty 5 as: if to {peak 
again{t Zidore , were a-Crime not to be 
wathed off. by the Tears of Repentance 
in the Church of Rome. Perhaps the poor 
Bifhop was an Hypocrite in that forced 
Confeflion, and: for this was. branded, 
becaufe he confeffed:a Lye, as men upon 
the Rack are wont to do, forhisown de- 
liverancé: for thathe knew {till that If- 
dore was aCounterftit , and mult there- 
fore be reputed a rotten Member of the 
Church of Rome, This Baronius obferves, 
while he afcribeth Hivewarus his repre- 
hending Ifdore’s Collection, to his Leewer 

feext ; whereby he was able,more readi 
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Karonins proceeceth further in con- 
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demning the collection of ifdore, thus; 
re - Pom) ? ; 81 ‘ 
But Nicholas the Pope feewed to abfiain an 
ms 3 ; i F of > j, pe y L 3 o Aire, tee av 
from zion purpoje: for though be was of ns 
— A L- RY s, . Aas Oe ee Eye) 
ben iugagedin thefe Controverfies, concerz- 
ina Appeals-to the Apofielick Chair, ana 
2 iy : “ket edi 7 
there were in it many, and tpoje uoft pow- 
Es BPA as A A ae a, i pe! i 
erful jTelizmonies of mofikoly Popes, and 
r ee f any f A t a i if. 
bney Mariyrs too, whofe Authority might 
be of bigheft force in the Church, yet he 
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wholly abfiained from them (which that be 
knew to be doubtful at leaf, 7s not to be 
doubted) ufing only thofe, conceruing which 
there was never any doubt inthe Church of 
Gods becaufe the Church did not want thofe 
adventitious , and late invented Eviden- 
ces, becaufe it might receive them abun- 
dantly fron: other places: bet Benediaus 
Levita himfelf alfo, though (as you have 
beard from Hincmarus, and as he himfeif 
teftifies in the Preface before his books ) he 
tock many things ont of that fame €olle- 
ion of Midores yet being confcious ix 
bimfelf, that the Authority of thofe Epiftles 
was not fo fuve, but that it nodded exceed- 
ingly, he never cited any Anthor of thent, 
as he did in the other Epiftles of the Ro- 
wtaze Bifkops, Innocent, Leo, Gelafius, 
Symmachus, avd Gregory; naming the 
Authors of thofe, whofe Faith was clear 
andecertain. But further yet, with great 
caution, becanfe he knew the Evidences ta- 
ken from then not to be fo firm, he took 
care, as he teftifies iu the end, to have theuz 

confivmed by the Apoftolick Authority. 
isnot herea merry patiage 2? Bewedidl us 
Lcvita knew the Decretal Epiftles to be 
falfe, and therefore he got them to be 
made trae by the Popes Authority; at 
lealt to be confirmed as true, whereas they 
WEE 
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Roman Forgeries, 55 
were doubtful before. It is the manner 
of Privy Councils fometimes, to get o- 

thers to propofe the matters, which they 
themfelves defign to be done; that the 

bufinefs {pringing from the requeft of 
others, might appear more graceful in 
the eye of the people. We may juftly 
enquire, whether Sexedidus Levita were 
not ordered what to Petition, by private 
in{tructions from his Holinefs, before he 
made his motion to the Chair: for it had 
otherwife been an extravagant iupu- 
dence to have aflaulted the Chair with 
fuch a requeft as that 1s, of cravins a Con- 
firmation of new-found Records, fo fee- 
ble and fufpec&ted. Whatever the Intrigue 
was, the event is clear, BenediGius Levita 
got them comfirmed, and fo they were 22 
dopted for his Holinefs Children, though 

Pope Nicholas was fhy a little out of 

fhame and modefty , and bluthed to ac- 

knowledge his poor Kindred. 
It is further obfervable , that thcf 
counterfeit Epi/iles were firft brought ae: 
into the Records of the Franks, without 
naming their Authors: and that a little 
after their guzet publication, fome Favou- 
rite of the Chair grew more bold, and 
added their rames unto them; this of (le- 
ment, that of Aacletus, &c. And that the 
3 work 
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work was thus perfected by degrees, Ba- 
rovius hews us in the following paflage. 

But he who firft*publifhed the Decrees 
extracted out of thofe Epiftles, with the Ti- 
tle of the Roman Bulhops, i whofe zames 
they are recorded, was that Hincmarus we 
mentioned, the Bifhop of Laon, as appears 
by an Epijile or book written acainft hine 
by Hincmarus of Rhemes; mho receiving 
that work of the Bifhop of Laon, read it 
not without indignation, and in very ma- 
ny things reprovedit. But others have fol- 
lowed the Bifbop of Laon, as Burchardus, 
who writin the following Age, and others 
after hin, who prefixed the names of the 
very Roman Bithops before all the Chap- 
ters, which Gratian alfo did the lafi of 
all. 

But that thofe Epiftles are rendered fi~ 
fpitious, by many things which we have [aid 
inthe fecond Tome of our Annals, while 
we weutioned each iv particular , is fuffi- 
ciently demonflrated: Where we frewed 
withal “ie hat the haly Roman Chu rch did 
not necd them, fo as Cif they foould be 
detected of fallity ) to be bereaved of its 
Rights and Proviledges , fince ( thoneh fhe 
wunteth then) fhe 7s abundantly JStreng - 
ithexed and confirmed by thé Leeitimate 
and Genuine Decretal Epiftles of -otker 

Popes. 
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Popes. But that the Chapterstakew out 
| of them by Benedictus Levita, were at firft 


approved, as agreeable to the Gonoas ( as 
bimfelf telfifies . ) by the Authority of the 
Roman Bithops,. (which was done alfo by 
the latter Collecars De tbe b Papezte cp ritlies 


by long ufe, than for any ferength or firm- 
| nels in themfélves. 


Thus z Baranins inhis Auwals, Az. § 65. 
WU.5> 6, 8. all together, 

Tn Nobis tent ad 4. April. he faith, 
Valeus is conviied to have erred, who 


| thought this idore Pacenfis that Ifidore 


who colleied the Epiftles of the Roman 
Bilhops , avd the Councils, ec. Hinc- 
marus storeyatt alfo, oat Trithemius, 
and others err, who ajcribe that colledion 


- to Vidore of Hifpalis: That Opinion is ree 


felled firft, becaufe Brauleus and I\de- 


-phontus, who lived in thofe times, draw- 
ing up a Cat alazue of his Writings , make 
not the leaft mention y fthat work. Bui 


further, all doubt is taken away concern- 


ing this matter, while the Author of that 


work, [peaking there concerning the man- 


ner of holding a Council.,recztes the words 
of the firft Canon of the eleventh Council 
of Toledo, and mentions Agatho the 
Pope in his Preface, fince Midore of Hi- 
ipalis departed this life, long before the 
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tivacs of that Council , azd Pope Agatho. 

Had we time, we might make many. 
curious reflexions upon thefe paflages é6f 
Baronius : He afterwards talks of ano- 
ther Zidore , called fometimes Mercator, 
and fometimes Peccator; but of what 
Parents, what Calling, what City , or 
what Country he was, he mentioneth no- 
thing. Sothat this CAz/d, among all thofe 
Hidores and Fathers that are found out 
for it, muft reft at laft in one that is 
unknown. 

All that can be gathered from this 
whole difcourfe of Baronins , is this , 
That a new Book ‘of Councils, richly 
fraught with Evidences for the Roway% 
Church and Religion, came abroad under 
the name of Zidore , containing Decrees 
and Decretal Epiftles that were never 
before heard of in the world: that this 
Book was fal/ly F'athered upon Ifidore of 
Hifpalis 5 and that all thofe ancient Epi- 
{tles of the Roman Bifhops, from S. Peter 
down to S7ricius , are jattly fufpected : 
Nay, he confefles them to be infirm, ad- 
ventitious, and lately invented, or newly 


found, andto nod exceedingly: He op- 


pofeth them to thofe Records which are 
Legitimate and Genuine, though they are 
of late magnified , and followed by all 

the 
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: onan Forgeries, 59 
‘the Collectors of the Decrees and Coun- 
icils, being, though waved by fome , ci- 
jted and approved by other Popes, as well 
_as Doctors, Jefuites, Gandinalssécc. 
This 1s the laft and belt Story that can 
be made onthe behalf of that addeg the 
Counterfeits in which, as we obferved 
before, were , becaufe they extol and 
magnifie the Popes Chair , received for 
good and Authentick Laws in the Church 
of Rome: For Baroniws died not long 
fince, about the year 1607. in this laft 
Century ; ; and when he had feen the 
truth of thofe Arguments that are urged 
again{t the Forgeries , endeavours fo to 
handle this matter in his Hiftory , as to 
.clearthe Church of Rowe fromthe im- 
| putation. 

Bellarmine, that {aw not into this My- 
{tery fo clearly , takes another courfe ; 
~which when we have intimated one or 

two Marginal Notes .in 84ronins, we 
fhall declare. Baronius deals more fairly 
with usthan Bzzius; for the one in his 
Marginal Notes contradicteth his Text, 
-fometimes to delude the Reader: but 
Baronivs fairly notes in ‘the Margin, 
Wfidori colle&zo vulgata in Galhis. Hi- 

dori colledéio ab Antiquis non adeo pro- 
bata. Uidori collehio ut minis abi: 
awotata 


oe Se ee ii IRE VieccdiaSinal, 8 i\ NA AER aie a ea NG. SSS 


Bellarm, 
de Rom. 
Pont. lib,2, 


cap, Ids 


Gp ae \\\\ OT | | a 


oman Forgeries, 
notata, Ge, Soft words for a Td reatife 
rejected, but ttrong Indications of a De- 
{fperate Caufe. The Ancients approved not 
the colledion of Widores It was not fo 
frncere a it ought, &c, 

Cardinal BeVarmines to prove the 
Popes Supremacy ;\‘draweth one Argus: 
ment trem the Popes themfelves; whofe 
Teftimonies he cafteth into three Clafles.: 
The firfe, faith he, contaizs the Epiftlex of 
Popes that fate fromS;Peter to. the pear 
300: 22 which. Calvin’ and the Magdeén- 
burgenfes confe/s the Primacy to be plain- 
ly afferteds and that thofe Bifbops were 
boly men, and true Bifhopss ‘but they fay 
ihe Epifiles are forged and new, and fulfly 
Fathered on thofe Bifhops. In. this Clafs 
he afhrmeth, Thefe Holy Fathers do clearly 
afjert the Primacy 3/Clemens iz bis. firft 
Epifile, Anacletus in’ his third, Evariftiag 
Epit. 0. Pius Fpzftery and 2. Anitcetus 
Epift.1.-V itor Epift a. Zephirinus Epzft.w. 
Calixtus Fvift. 1. Lueirs Epift. t- Marcél- 
lus im Epyts 1. Eufebmns.Bpaftig, Melchia. 
des Epift. 2. Marous'Epift 1; gig 

After this ‘he faith; Quanvisalignos 
Errores, Ce @Though I cannot deugsbup 
that fome Errours are crept into thei, anil 
dare uot affirm that they are indubitable : 
pet I doubt not at all, but that they are very 

AUctent. 
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| Ancient. Asif an old Deed being called 
into queftion, and the matter of Pact 


made certain, that AEN vasa real Forge 3 


| old. Let us {é 1é 


& 
thor worthy the ‘ee edit ever cited thefe 


a ad 


5 
he that holds hi is pofieffion by it, fhould 
fay , Ithas been ivte ino indeed , and 
corrupted in ap: any saci but "tis very 
e however what hrs reafon 

is for the Antiquity nee it: He is rough 
with his Opponents , andtellethus, The 
/ 


| Magdeburgenfes do lye, when the} r Jay 
f 


‘ yep oped 
Cent. 2. Cap, 7. zear the. exd, tha De Ait- 


wT 
loa 
iv 


piftles ee apis harlesthe Greate For I{i- 


doe whois 200 pears older thaz Charles 


the Great, zz the Proen of bis co gue 20g 
of the Holy Canons , fait] De that by the ad- 


: Vice of So Bri Ops 5 be Sltees LC Cai 1Ons 
out of the Epiftles of Clenicnt, Anacie- . 


tus, CPC. 
Ifidore did indeed begin to dour 
near tothe year 610. Sothat s ellarutine 
takes him right for the fame Iidore Bilhop 
of Hifpalis. But had he well examined 
the matter , he would have forborn to 
give the Lye to men more in the right 
t! jan himfelf, confiding tn the rottez An- 


tiquity of this Counterfeit Ifidore. # 


Tfidores Preface isa Counterfeit toojmac 

on purpofe to countenance the Fore 

riess not 200 years older than Aisne 
G bh8 
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antan Forgertes, 
the Great, things after the Death of 7/- 
dore, its pretended Author, being men- 
tioned inthe fame. 

Dr. Reynolds ia his Conference with 
Hart, having fmartly checked him for his 
fourfcore Bifhops out of one Ifdore, asked 
him , About what year of Chrift Ifidore 
did die ¢ How /oth Genebrard write 2 
(becaute Gexebrard was Hart's. mott ad- 
mired Author.) He anfwereth, About the 
year 637. as he proveth out of Vafeus, 
Asking him, When the General Council of 
Conttantinople, uzder Agatho, was kepts 
Heanfwereth, Inthe year 681, or 682. or 
thereabout. Then Widore was dead above 
4oyears, faith Reynolds, before that Ge- 
meral Council. He was, faith Hart, bat 
hat of that? Of that it doth follow , that 
the Preface written in Vidores name, and 
fet before the Councils, to purchafe credit to 
thofe Epistles, is a connterfeit, and not \liz 
dore’s: Forin that Preface there is wen- 
tron made of the General Council of Con- 
{tantinople, held againft Bifhop Macarius 
and Scephanusy ia the time of Pope Aga- 
iho, and the Emperour Conftantine: which 
fecing it was held above 40 years after Iti- 
dore was dead, by Genebrard’s own con- 


feljion , by his oven confelfion Midore could 
net tell the fourfcore Bifhops of ite And 
fo 
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io ; ; ‘ 
fo the 80 Bifbops which Turrian hath found 


} 


out in one Uidore, are diffolved allinto one 
Counterfeit , abufing both the naue of Mi- 
dore, and fourfcore Bifbops. Hart was 
unable to anfwer him, and fled from the 
Point. 

Harding , in his Book againft Bifhop 
Jewel, citeth thefe Forgeries frequently 
and briskly Upen the failure of whiea, 
though Baroninus pretends an abundant 
number of other Evidences; yet in the 
lofs of 30 or 40 Primitive Bilhops and 
Martyrs, that were fo long time, for the 
firft 200 years. after Chrift together , 
thought to {peak for theSupremacy of 
the Church of Rowe, one of the faireft 
Feathers in the Popes Crown is plucked 
away; andthe younger Evidences, in 
which Baronins trutts, being none but the 
Malepert and Arrogant Teftimonies of 
Funior Popes, in their own Caufes, will 
make but a flight impreflion in the minds 
of men, that have found themfelves. de- 
luded with more ancient pretences , of 
the grave and unfpotted Authorities of 
Holy Men, that Sacrificed themfelves for 
the Glory of God, and the good of the 
World,and fealed their Teftimony with 
their Jateft blood : which the latter Bi- 
fhops of Rome haye been more Secular 
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Warman Sowertes, 
and Pompous, thanto be doing like their 
Predecetlors. 


CAPE Ve 


Divers Forgeries contained in Ifidore’s 
Colleion, mentioned in particular. 


Sidore, as he now {tandeth feeforth by 
| Merlin, has 50 Canons of the Apoftles 
for pureand good Records; many De- 
cretal Epiftles, made, as he pretends, by 
the firlt Martyrs and Bilhops of Rowse 5 
very long, and full of Paopery. 

He has two Epiltles of S.Clement writ- 
ten to S, James Bilhop of Fernjalem, that 
was dead before S. Clement. came to, the 
Chairs one to the Brethren dwelling 
with S. James, and. two others in his 
name. 

He has four Epiftles in the name of 
Anacletus, who lived in the time of Tra- 
jan, and fate in the Roman Chair, dz, 
toa. In the laft of which the Counter- 
feit Avacletus feigneth , * That all the 
-¢Primacies and Archbifhopricks 1n the 
‘World. were divided and fetled by 
* S Peter, aud S.Clements that the Church 
“of Rene is the Head and Hinge of all 
‘ the 
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ontan forgeries, 


© the Churches; and that all the Patriar. 


“chal Sees were made fuch by vertue of 


S. Peter: Artioch, becau fe he fate there, 
“before he came to Rome; Alex iy Oi 
“becaufe S. Afark came to fit there from 

°S. Peter: but Rome efpecially the firft 
‘See, becaufe it is fanttified by the death 

fof S. Peter, and S. Paul. Asif our Savi- 
ours Death were nothing able tofandctifie 
Jerufalem, as S. Peter's death was to fan- 
ctifle Rome : though befides the Death of 
Chritt, Jerufalem hath this advantage , 
that it is the firft Church, and the Mot her 
of us all, 
That you may alittle difcern the deal. 
ings of the Papifts, note here, that 4va- 
cletns his firft ne fecond Epittles aie 


~ cited by BeHarmine for good R Lecords. 


in the very fame book metho confef- 
feth them to be Counterfeits: For though 
in one /itt/le paflage they be confefled tor 
the prefent fatisfaction of a {tiff Oppo- 
nent, vet where menare minded to be 
corrupt, they pee ferve the turn 1m an 
hundred ather places, by a Pious Fraud , 
dad the Confeflion being over-skipped, 
they may {till feem Authentick,cfpeci: ally 
if the place happen to be unfeen where 
the Confeffion was made, as it often com 
ethto.pafs in voluminous writings. 
ihe 3 Liaare 
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Roman Forgertes, 

Iftdore has belides thefe , 2 counterfcit 
Epitles of Evarifius , 3 of Alexander, 
2 of Sixtus, 1 ot Tele/phorus, 2 of Higinus, 
2 of Pius, 1 Of Anitins, 2 of Seter, 1 of 
Eleutherius, 2 of Viddor , 1 of zephirinus, 
2 of Calixtus , 10f Urbawus , 2 of Pon- 
fianus, 10f Anterus, 3 Of Fabian, 2 of 
Cornelius, tof Lucius, 2 of Siepben, 2 of 
Sixtus, 2 of Diongfius, 3 0f Felix, 2 of 
Extychianus, ¢ Of Gains, 2 of Marcellivus, 
2 of Marcellus, 3 of Eufebius, 1 of ALel- 
échiades. Allslaid down without the leatt 
note of any Fraud: though the later 
Compilers of the Councils, having their 
eyes opened by the Century-Writers of 
Magdenburge , the care of other Prote. 
ltants, begin to acknowledge fevetal of 
them to be Forgeries, 

Thefe Epiftles have one comnron blaft 
upon them; they were firft feen in a 
counterfc7t book, and never known to 
the World, titl many hundred years af- 
ter their preterded Authors were fet in 
their Graves. They cannot all be confu- 
ted at once ; the Reader therefore mutt 
have patience, till we meet with them in 
their places. In the mean time fee what 
Bihop Jewel faith concerning them, a 
nun never an{wered by any, efpecially as 
to thele pointe, wherein he charg:th them 

| with 
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Bonita Forgericg 8, 67 
/withForgery. ‘Gratiax fheweth, that Mift.1o.De 
| the Decretal Epifiles have be cen doubt- Enielis 
Sed of among the Learned. Dr, Sith 
‘declared openly at Paul's-Crofs, that 
: ‘they cannot poflibly be theirs whofe 
‘names they bear - aie d to utter fome 
reafons fhortly for proof thereo’, tncfe 
avg Epifties manifeltiy deprave 
‘and abufe He Scriptures, as it may {001 
* appear to the Godly § Reader ed a ight. 
“They maintain ncthmg {o much, as tne 
“State and Kingdom ¢ of t \in Pope; and 
et there was no mae erected in 
‘many pandas years after the as aftles 
¢ ‘rime. Chey publith amultitude of vain 
and Superititious Ceremonies, and o- 
‘ther like Fantafies, far unlike che Apo- 
‘ftles Doctrine. They proclaim fuch 
‘things as Mr. Herding knoweth to be 
‘open and known Lies. Aa that Dif. o7 
‘ was next after Peter, willeth Tie {traits Rees: 
‘ ly commandeth, that all Bit AODS., ONCce 
‘inthe year, do vilit the E ena ac Pe- 
gers Churchin Rowe, which they call 
‘Limina Petris yet was there then no 
‘Church as yet ane it there inthe name of 
‘Peter, Pope Anutherus makcth mention 


‘of Eu lebins Alexavdrinus, and Felix 


© which lived a long time after him. Fa- 
‘ Ajamus Weiteth of the c: oming of Noua- 
4 “tus 
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“tas into Ita vay yet ‘tis clear by S. Cy-¥ 
‘prian, and Bufebius , that Novatus came | 
“firft into Italy in the time of Cornelius, 

‘who was (next) after Fubianus. One 

© Petrus ae the Compiler of the Coun- 

*“cils, complaineth much, that the exam- 

* ples from whence he took them , were 

*wenderfu ly corrupted, and not ane of 
“them agreeing with another, Gratian 
“himf{clf, upon good advice, is driven to 
fay, that al fa ch Eniftles ought to have © 
“Ee ace, rather in deba ating matter of Ju- 
“itice in the Confiftory , than in ceter- 

“mi iing and weighing the truth of the 

‘Scriptures. Befides this, neither S. Hie- 

© yo#?, NOY Gast nor Damafus , nor 

“any Verte Old Father , ever alledged 

‘thefe Epiftles, or made. any account OF 
“the ms nor the B Bihops of Rowe thems 
“felves at the firit, no nct when fuch Evi- 

‘dence: mig ht have {tood them in beft 

“ftcad,in their ambitious contention for 

Super tority over the Bifhops of Africa: 

_ The Contents of them are fach, as a 
very Chi'd of an iy judgment may {oon 
“be able ro aciery them. Here he na- 

moth St. Clement's writing to St. James 

wnen hewas dead, Afire. Maes charging 
the Emret sy peo. an Infideland 

a Tyrant, with the e Authority of Clement 5 

with 


OS) 14. a 


‘ 
RE MA le eee ae 


: oman Forgeries, 
Pwith feveral things of this kind. In his 
| Repl to Har. ling's 5 Hinlise, Artic.t.and 4. 
Bue I preceed with Ifdore, or rather 
| Merlin, iat firft pt nted him. 
He Bab, befides all thefe Epittles , cer- 
tain counterfeit Decrees of Sylveffer, Bi- 
fhop of Rome, in the time of Conftantine 
the Great, and the Epilogus brevis Roma- 
2i Concilii poft Nicenum celebratz; which 
Hincmarus, Archbilhop of Rhemes , 1s 
Se Stig particularly to have excepted 
againtt, asabfurd, becaufe it ordaineth, 
1. That no Lay- wait ought to accufe a Cler- 
ms wan. 2.Ibat no Inferiour Prieft may 
accufe his Superiour. 3. That a relate “day 
not be condenned without 72 W itneffes , a 
Cardival Priefi not without 43, a cay inal 
Deacon of the City of Rome wot without 
DT oh Deacon, an Ac olythite. a Keader, 


a Door-keeper, not without 7 Witueffes. It 


is further provided , that every one of 
Se Witnefles mutt be without any {pot 
of infamy» no Lay-man at all, nor any 
‘ite our Clergy- man. So that upon the 
matter a fafe Indemnity is prepared for 
al} kind of Priefts, efpecially the great 
Cnes, to {wim In any Excefs as himfelf 
lifteth , provided he be not guilty ofthe 
Prote ftants faults 5 thatisto fay, t that he 
peeks Det oR cht] ie Popes Crown, or the 
Moaks E Belly. This 
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aman Forgeries, 

This Decree is moft folemnly put a- 
mong the Councils by Z/¢dore, and Afer~ 
lin,by Peter Crabbe, Surius, Binins,Labbe, 
and Coffartius , and the Colledito Regia; 
and as folemnly put among the Popes 
Laws, by Ivo an ancient Bifhop, a great 
Civilian, and one of the Eldeft Digefters 
of the Canon Law, before Gratiaz 

This brief Epzlogue fet before the Coun- 
ell , giveth | youto wit, that there were 
Cardinal als in Rowse in the time of Confian~ 
tine, the firft Chriftian Emperour. But 
if you pleafe to examine Antiquities, you 
will hardly find Cardinals fo anctent. 

Tfidore in his Pretace directed to one, 
whom he calls his Fellow-fervant and Fa- 
ther of the Faith, mentioneth 70 Canons 
of the Nicewze Council, fomewhat too afs 
fectedly: ‘You 80 Bilhops, faith be, who 
“have compelled meto begin and perfect 
“this work, ought to know, and fo 

‘ought all L other Priefts of the Lord, that 
‘wehave found more than cele 20 Ca- 
‘nons of the Nzceve Council, that are 
with us: And weread inthe ets of 

Fulins the Pore, that there ought to be 

‘0 Chapters of that Synod. Yet when 
he cometh to the Council it felf, he for- 
sets himfelf fo far , as today down but 
203 the 50 forged Canons receiving a 
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fair 
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fair Countenance only , by that Preface 
or ER Mae fet for rer Dh soot work, 

| He has an Epiltle of Athanafins , and 
Bae stops of Ee ypt to Pope Atark; 
VN 


vhe n they tell him, that there were 
| “eee of the Nicene Council , and 
ope ehimto fend them into Fespt fi on 
Rome , fince all cheir own were burnt at 
| Ale eget by the Arnans. Afark was 
dead 9 years before the Burning mien 
feds howbeit , he fent them a Gracious 


Antwer, with ri e70-Canons. The frft’ 


‘of thefe was feri: aully cited tome by a 
‘Learned Sonof that Church, to prove 
the R Bifhop of Rome Was called P ope (to 
wit, by Athanafus, and me he Bi hops of 
Egypt ) within the 6 srft 4 
‘fome of their lateft At hh xs begin to 
biufoat it, as Brarus and Baronivs do tn 
particular, 

Next ae thefe he has th: 
Julius the Pope, as very Counterfeits 2 
the former, yet generally cited by the 
Pfeudo- rat holicks, asgood Records. 

After thefe-, an Fpifile of A, thanal alius, 


' 


erate be Bifhops of Egy ypt to Liberius; the 
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oppreffion of the Chin ‘ci by the Arriaizs 
&, ing the pr etende d Theme, but its real 
defion isto magnifie the Popes Chair. 

Liberius Ais Ai fer. Ejn{dey favind. 
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A lofty Brag like. the refidue. 

An Epifile of the Bifhops of Egypt to 
Pope Felix, concerning the cruel Perfecuti- 
ous of the Arrians: An bumble Addrefs, 
and very Supplicatory, Though Felix 
wasan Arrian himfelf, and an Ufarper 
of the Chair, thrult in by an 4rr7az Em- 
perour, while Lzberzvs the true owner 
of 1t was banithed for the Faith; yet the 
{tile of the Epiftle runneth thus, Dowzxo0 
beatiffinzo,&c. To our moft bleffed and moft 
honourable Lord, the Holy Father Flix, 
Pope of the Apoftolical city, Athanafius, 
and allthe Bifhops of Egypt, Thebais and 
Lybia, by the Grace of God affembled in 
the Holy Council of Alexandria. A {tile 
too too lofty for thofe purer times of 
humble fimplicity : The ufual Compel. 
lations of thofe days (as may be feen by 
S. Cyprian’s Letters to the Bihhops of 
Rome, and fome other good Records } 
being far more fhort and familiar 5 {uch 
as Julio Urbis Roma Epifcopo, Or, Stepha- 
no fratrz, or, Corvelio Collega G Coepi{co- 
pos that is, to Julws 2efkep of the City of 
Rome, or to Stephen wy Brother, or to 
Cornelius wy Affaciate ‘and Feliow-bifhop : 
Nor can we find any other, in undowdted - 
inftruments , for the firlt 300 or 400 
years: But for an Ufurper to be called 


if 


fLoft 


ee AN PE ee iW. - SES TT? \ 


se) aaa | UNAND 4 t'')) HHA A 


Woman Forreries, 
oft bleffed and honourable Lord, an He- 
retich, Holy Father and Pope of the Apo- 
(lolical City; and that byaman who had 
rather die than be guilty of fucha Flatte- 
ry, was little fuitable to the Spirit of 4- 
thavajus , that Great and Couragious 
‘Champion of the Church, being (as God 
would have it.) one, that of all others was 
the moft mortal hater of the Arrzazs. 
Lidore and Merlin dote fo exceeding- 
ly, asto make this Ufurpeta Pope, and to 
record his Decrees as lawful Canons. 
| Aftera little time Lzberixvs was refto- 
red ,. but on very bafe and difhonourable 
terms, as Bearmine himlelf teltiticth out 
lof S, pierom, and Athanafius. He faint- 
‘ed inhis Perfecution, and was reftored 
‘by an Arrian Emperour, pow his Sub- 
fcription to the Heretical Pravity, After 
‘this he writeth more Decretals; and the 
Title of his Epittle is in f/dore thus, Epz- 
fiola Liberii Pape, ut nullus pro Perfecu~ 
“tionibus dun durare poteftatem fuam re- 
linguat Eccleftam, \t 1s Nonfenfe , and 
falfe Latine: but Bivizs about a thoufand 
-and three hundred years after Liberins 
“his death, mendeth it thus; Epiftela x11. 
Liberii Pape, ad omnes generaliter Epifco- 
pos,ut nullus pro perfecutionibus dum an- 
rare p otele (wane relinguat Eeclefian : That 
70 
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74 Roman Forgertes, 
no man ficuld forfake his Church, for per- 
Jecution fake, while he was able to bear it. 
By the Title it fhould bea compaflionate 
Letter : For if any one be wearied with 
perfecution, as Liberius was, by a tacit 
intimation, it feemeth to permit him td 
renounce the Faith, as Liberius did = for 
Bellarmine and Platiza confent to this, 
Bellarm- that he fubferibed to the Arrian Creed ; 
ih ss only the one faith, he did it in the exter- 
nal act, through fear ; and the other Sez- 
tzens, thathe thought, or coxfented with 
thei ia all, Platin. iz ort. Liberii. 
Damatus his Epitle te Panlinus Bifhop 
of Antioch follows. Vfearan Impofture : 
iidore and Méerlin were not aware there 
wasno fuch man: Their Followers are 
fain to mend it thus; Paulinus Bifhop of 
Tieffatonica. As Binius , Labbe, &c. In 
viti Damaft. 
Next the Epiftle of Dawafus to Hierow, 
Bin. Notin and Hierom’s Anfwer , both confefied to 
pill. aa bea Forgery , there is a7 Epiftle of Ste- 
in Epi, phen the Archbifhop, aud of three Councils 
fae ys al 7 Africa, te Damafus the Pope concerning 
the priviledge of the Rowan Chair.Doubt- 
lefsthe Bilhopsin 4fi7ca wete very zca- 
lous for the priviledge of the Rewan 
Chair , ever fince the Oppreffion, and 
Cheat of Zozzmus. The Title is fome- 
| what 
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what fafpitious: Beatifime Deuino, 
| Apoftolico Culmini fublaio, Oc. Stephanus 
| Archiepifcopus Concilii Mauritanti, @e. 
InEnglifhthus ; Yo our wzoft bleffed Lord, 
and the Apoftolical Top highly lifted xp, 
the Holy Father of Fathens , and the Su- 
preme Bifvop over all Prelates , Stephen 
| Archbifbop of the Council of Mauritania, 
and allthe Bifhops of the three Councils in 
the Province of Africa, Many men have 
{tiled themfelves Archbifhops of Provin- 
ces, butno man ( asfremember) Archbi- 
foop of a Council, There may be Archbi- 
fhops in a Council, but not an Archbifhop 
of the Council. Three Councils at once 
in the fame Province were never heard of : 
One andthe fame Letter fent from three 
- Couacils isa ftrange thing : So isa Letter 
{ent in the name of one Archbifhop, as 
Prefident of three Councils at atime. 

After this we have 6 Epiftles. of Sirz- 
cins, 20f Anaftafius, 19 of Innocent, 2 0t 
Zovinius, 3 of Boriface, with feveral An- 
fwers: Among which there is inferted a 
Conftitution of Honorius the Evperour 
fent to Boniface, That if there were two 
Bifhops of Rome made any nore, they 

—fhould be both driven out of the City: 
Which thews how fubject the Roman 
Chair is toSchifmes , and the Power that 
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Rowman Sorperies, 
did of old belong to the Emperour; 
There are other Epiftles of Cele/ize, 
Sixtus, Leo, Hilarins Simplicius Felix; 
Gelafius, Avaftafins,Synmachus,Hormifda, 
xe. the moit of which do much exeeed 
our compafs of the fiift 400 years, and 
are too late for Our Cognizance: For 
fince the Forgery of Zoziwus, much cre- 
ditisnot to be given to the Roman Bi- 
fhops: Not asif one mans fault had bla-. 
{ted them all; but he leads up the Van of 
Forgers, and they have all. perfifted in 
his Guilt; no one of them making ac- 
knowledgment or reftitution, and almoft 
allof them guilty of the like, either by 
doing, or fuficring. | 
Among the re(ft there is an In{trument; 
which the Collector calleth, Sacra Jaftini 
Tmperatoris ad Hormifdam PRapam : “The 
Sacred Writing of the Emperour Jx/Z3- 
nus tO Hormifda Pope: But the word 
POPE isnotin the fuperfcription > The 
Letter it felf is, To the moft Holy and blefs 
fed Archbifhop and-Patriarch of the Vene. 
rable City of Rome, Hormifda. Archbi- 
{hop and Watriarch we allow him; but 
not that Typéws wherewith the Fathers in 
the fixth Council ef Carthage charge Zo- 
zimus, that bla/phemous Title which John 
allumed at Conftantimople, and S. Gre- 
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| gory fo declaimed againft at Rome. 

| This Letter of Juftin the Emperour 
| Was written more than. 500 years: after 
our Saviours Birth , yet I never {aw true 
Record, in all that time, give a Title fo 
—highsto the Bilhop of Bene But juflin 
wasamanof low Defcent , a Surnkbend 
at firft, a Carpenter afterwards, then a 
Souldier of Fortune, and at laft an Em- 
perour: He was the more folicitous 
therefore tocomplement fo Mighty a Bi- 
fhop with accurate expreflion. 

Note well. Tidore | ias fupprefled all 
the Canons of the fixth Council of Cca7- 
thage, as too bitter and tharp for the 
Popes Conftitution. And fo has ade 
though very foolifhly: for in the begin- 
ning of the Book he hath a Preliminary 
; Tract, cal] ed, An Annotaizon of Synods, 
the AEs whereof are contarned in this book: 
In which he giveth us this accounts in 
the 4Aquitaz Council, 18 Fathers made 
24Canons: inthat of Neocafarea, 16 Fas 
thers made 14 Canons: in that of Gangra; 


16 Fathers made 21 Canons: in that of 


Sardica, 60 Fathers made -21 Canons: ia 
that of Antioch, 30 Fathers made25 Ca- 
nons : in that nF Laodicea., 22 Fathers 
ma ibe 59 Ganons: in the Council ot Car 
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had along time coveted a fight of thefe 
Canons , as ining them numbred in 
fuch an Annotation of Synods , the Ads 
yhereof are ciophred in this book, Iwas 
much comforted with hope of feeing 
them: But when I rurned to the place , I 
found them not! Heer to flip out 33 
Canons ata time, made by more Fathers 
than were in all the other Councils put 
eeeethen : alufty Deleatur: Where was 
never Deed of more importance imbe- 
zelled 1n the =o Wa ‘Id. 

The Nicene Council had 318 Fathers, 
that made 20 Canons: for what fecret 
caufe therefore be skippeth over the ac- 
count which he ought efpecially to give 
of this, 1s worth the enquiry. He men- 
tions it by the by, and {hues it off with- 
out an account, (perhaps) becaufe he 
was loath to fay , or unfay the ftory of 

70 Canons 1 inthe Nicene Council. How- 
ever he dealeth fi airly with us inthis, that . 
having noted ene to have been Pre. 


tin the fixth Council of Carthage, 
hee nfefleth, that S. Aucuftine, Bi/Lep of 
EE ee Oe f 
Hippo, zs recor ded to have Leek in that 


Counce il. dh the e Rezg g 92 of Honorius. Ibid. 
Bivins, ahd all chad Popith Compilers I 
uid'ever meet with before, C chip iped off 
hat Council in the amidtt. without: fo 
much 
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much as fignifying che number of its Ca 
nons. I was glad I hada fight of 
number here, though I mit oft neesthe 
and was confident, that however crue lly 
the Pope opeie with <arelins Archbifhop 
of Carthage, S. Aug. Bifhop of Hippo, and 


a 
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es 


- 


other holy Fathers, in cutting out their 
Tongues, I {hould at] laft meet with them: 
And the Learned Fuji ‘elys with much 
hofefty and honour has made us fatif- 
faction. 

We acknowledge fome true Records 
among the ele ae joxs Abominations: but 
a lietle poyfon {poileth the gr -ate{t Mefs 
of the RG sah + olefom Meat ; much more 
doth a Bundle of Forge: tee that over- 
poyfeth the true Records in ize and 
nuseber. 

The method which he ufeth tn the 
mixture of the Records and Forgeries ig 
remarkable : For beginning ‘with the 
Counterfeit Epittles of Clement, Anacle- 
tus » ec. he firlt feafoneth the Readers 
fpirit with Artificial Charms, and prepof- 
fefete him with the high Aut! jority OF 
the Roman Patriarchs; and after he has 
given him thofe {trong Spells and Péil- 
eres, compofed Oo: Roman Drug $y. permits 
him boldly to fee fome trae Antiquities, 
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Ronran. Forgertes, 
with. Apparitions of Popes, and fuch o- 
ther Spedfres. 

Left the fivdure fhould decay, he 
referves fome of the Forgeries till after- 
wards; that the true Records might be 
compafledin with an Exchanted Circle, 
and the laft Relifh of Antiquity go off as 
{treng as the firft, and be as fuccefsful as 
the prepoffeffion. Thus he cometh down 
with Forgeries to AMelchiades ; and tien 
he breaketh off the Decretal Epifiles , to 
make room for the Councils , beginning 
with the Niceve, under pretence of its 
Excellency, and putting the Councils 
before it in time, after It in order, that he 
might get a Gt occafion to introduce 
them here; fo running down in’ a difor- 
derly manner, from Axcyra to Neocefa- 
yea, Gangra,s avrdica, Antioch, Laodicea, 
Confi antinople, Ephefus, Chalcedon,among 
the Greeks, and then up again tothe La- 
tine Councils, many of which preceded 
divers of the other; as the firft, fecond, 
hird, fourth, fifth, fixth Council of Car- 
thage, ali which were before the Council 
of Conff antinople, Ephefits,and Chalcedon: 
From the feventh Council of Carthage, 
ye yunneth down to the thirteenth Coun- 
cil of Toledo, which happened long after 
Melchiades, Silvefter, Pope Mark Liber- 

US 5 


a EN tee) 1 ae La SSE 
\ . = ee 


J 
M ‘eee 4 A | A th ah HAAN = Pe IC 


Boman forgeries, 
us. Felix, &c. were dead : Then he com- 
eth (in the fecond part of his Work.) up 
again to Sylvefter, and fodawnwards 
with more Decretals, that he might Huf- 
band his F orgeries well, and not glut us 
with them altogether.. And remarkable 
it isalfo , that he dothnot give us the 
leaft fyllable of notice of any Fraud a- 
mong them : Nay, even Confiantine’s De- 
nation {et in the Front before the Nicene, 
and inthe mid{t between the firft Order 
of Counterfeits andthe Councils, paf- 
feth with him filently and gravely for a 
true and facredInf{trument, which is of 
all other the moft impudent Impofture. 
Let Barenins fay what he will, it was 
impoffible to debauch all Antiquity and 


_ Learning with fo much Labour and Art , 


without fome deep Counfel and Defien. 
What ufe Agerlin puts all thefe things to, 
and how much he was Approved in the 
Church of Rome, you fhall fee in the next 
Chapter,and how highly alfo he extolleth 
this Book of Forgeries. 

How plainly hefarhereth it upon S.7/- 
dore Bilhop of Hiéfpalis, is manifett by the 
Coronis of the fixrlt Part, wherewith it 
endeth 

Give thanks to induftrious and learned 
men, findious Reader, that now thou haft 

ag 
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at handthe AGs of the Councils, ar well 
as of the Popes; which Ifidore the Bifhop of 
Hifvalis collected into one Volume, &c. 
What fhall we believe? The frft Edition 
of the Book itfelf, or Barenins his Tetti- 
mony ? Old Merlin fathers it’ upon Zfidere 
before Baronins was born’ andcall the 
World was made_to ‘believethe Bifhop; 
of nal wasthe Author of. it; though 
now for fhame, and for a fhift; they-fly to 
another Author. Now if Hidore were dead 
an the Booke wasmade,itamuft needs 
be a Cheatswrhichyas* Merlin faith, honéft 
Francis Regnault, the cunning Printer’, 

ended atParis.in the year of our Lordis35, 
which unufual forny of Coxeluding, inz 
ftead of al laying, increafeth the {ufpicion. 


CAPR VA: 


What ufe Merlin makes of Vidoreyavd the 
Forecries thereiz.: How. w#uch tke was 
«proved in the Church of omen: How 

-e would have Midore the Bifbep to be 
» Alerchant, others, a Sinner. 


gy Ow falfe and fraudulent foever the 
7 E Collection of Ifdore be, yet its biz 
‘eis. very Splendrd , “and its “Authority 


dedi’ the Chae of Rome. 
FAME» 
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GAMES MER LIN'’S 
ie GY ba Oe Org EB BS aN 
OF THE | 


Four General Councils ; 


The NICENE, the CONSTANTINO- 
POLITAN , Spike EPHES SINE , ee 
the CHALCEDONIAN 


Which 8. Gregory the Great does 
and Reverence a the Four Gofpels 
T O M, 1 
Of 47 Provincial Councils alfa, and 
the Decrees of 69 POPES, 
From the APOSILES azd their CA- 
NONS. to ZACHARLAS, 
& 5 
ISIDORE betwe the Auther, 
ALSO 


f it orforp 


“The GOLDEN BULL of c#HARIES Ir. 


rm] 


Em perour , CONCEY NINE the Ele@ian of 


the KING of a ROMANS. 
Pic AK lt Set 


At Francis Regnault. 1635. 


All we {hall obferve upon ‘this Title, 
is this If Gregery the Great aia Wortoy 
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Roman Forgeries, 
and Reverence the Four General Councils 
asthe Four Gofpels, they were the more 
to blame that added 50 Canons to one 
of them; and they much more, that 
{tain them all with the Neighbourhood, 
and Mixture of {uch hateful Forgeries. 
‘But who could fufpect that fo much 
Fraud could be Ufhered in with fo fair 
aFrontifpiece? or fo much Sordid Bafe- 
ne’s varnifned over with fo much Magni. 
ficence! I have heard of a Thief that 
robbed in his Coach, and a Bifhops Pente- 
ficalibus . of the German Princejs,and of 
Adabomet's Deve: But I never heard of 
any thing like this, that a Patriarch 
fhould trade with Apoftles, Fathers, Em- 
perours, Golden Bulls, Kings, and Coun- 
cils ; under the fair pretext of all thefe, 
to Cheat the World of its Religion and 
Glory. | | 
His Grandeur is rendered the more re- 
markable, and his Artifice redoubted , by 
the Greatnefs of his Retinue: Riculphus 
Archbilhop of Afextz , Hixemarus Lau- 
dunenfis, Benedittus Levita, the Famous 
Tjidore, and his fourfcore Bifhops, Ive 
Cartonenfis, Gratzan, Aderlin, Peter Crab, 
Laurentius Surius, Carranza, Nicolinus, 
Binius, Labbe, Cofjartius, the COLLEC- 
TIO REGIA, Staniflans Hofius, Cardi- 
nal 
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nal Bellarmine, F ranci{cus Turrianus, Kc. 
Men that bring along with them Empe- 
rours and Kings for Authority, as will 
appear inthe Sequel: Men who think it 
lawful to Cheat inan Holy Caufé, and to 
lye for the Churches Glory: Thefe qug- 
ment the Splendour of his Train. Their 
Dotirine of Pious Frauds is not une 
known: And if we may do evil that 
good may come, certainly no good, like 
the Exaltation of the Roman Church , 
can politbly be found, wherewith to ju- 
{tifie a little evil. 

The Jefwites Atorals ave well under- 
{tood: Upon their Principles to do evil, 
is no evil, if good may enfue. Perjury it 
felf may be dif{penced with by the Au- 
thority of their Superiour. An illimited 
Blind Obedience is the fui of their Pro- 
fetlion. To equivocate and lye for the 
Church, that is, for the advancement of 
their Order, and the Popes benefit, is fo 
far from fin , that to murder Heretical 


Kings Is not more Meritorious, 


It 1s afufficient Warrant, upon fach 


grounds, to James Merlin our prefent 


Author, that he was commanded to do 
what he did, by great and eminent’ Bi- 
thops in the Church of Rowe: as he 
theweth in his Epiftle Dedicatory, o 


the 
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the wofi Reverend Fathers in Ch rift, and 
his moft excellent Lords, Stephen and 
Francis, ec. the one of which was Bi- 
fhop of pabie and the other an Eminent 
Prelate , who ordered all his.work by 
their care, and made it publick by their 
own / Sear Sah 

Conceiving nothing ( faith he) more 
profitable for the Cine’ snwealth, I have 
not diffembled to bring ihe Decrees of the 
Sacred Councils and Orthodox Bifhops, 
which partly the bleffed il idore fometime 


fixce dige(ted into one, partly you, moft Re- 


verend Fathers having confirmedthem with 
your Leaden Seal , gavemeto be publifped 
jn one Volume: For CVEKY | particular ap- 
peareth fo copioufly and oalbs lickly handled 
here, whichis necefjary for the conviling 
of the Errours of sortal men, or for the 
refioring ef ihe now almoft ruined World, 
that every wan may r hy wherewith 
$b hill Fheredic hs and Herefies. 

The iba ca! being grown fo dange- 
rous, that they had almoft ruined the 
pete Wor! e by refor ‘ming the Church; 

othing but this spaiPA ead of Snakes 
eae i orgerics s was able to affray th 
The nakednels of the Pomtificians baie 
difcovered , “mn y 4 no Retreat from 
the Li ight of the Go rf ipel, b but to this Rez 
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‘fugeof Lies: Where every one may readi- 
Ly find, faith Merlin, wherewith to hill 
| Hereticks and Hertfies , to deprefi the 
proua, to weary the voluptuous » to bring 
down the aurbitions,to take the little Foxes 
| that fpoil the Vineyard of the Church. By 
| the proud and ambitious, he meaneth 
| Kings and Patriarchs, that will not fub- 
mit to the Authority and Supremacy of 
the Homan Church; and by the Jittle 
Foxes, fach men as the Martyrs in the 
Reformed Churches; the driving away 
of which was the defign of the publica- 
tion. «f hathe meaneth Kings and Patri- 
archs intheformer , you will fcc in the 
Conclufion. 
And if any one fhall hereafter endea- 4 
. Vex to fray 5 and dyive amay thefe Nion- 
fiers frou the Commonweaith, what can be 
more excellent, faith he, than the fiones of 
David, which this Jordan fhail moft copi- 
oufis afford & If any one would fatisfie the 
defires of the Hungry , what is more fivect 
and abundant than the Treafures which 
this Ship bringeth from the rewoteft Regi- 
ons? but if be dejires the path and {plen- 
dour of Truth, by which the clouds of Er- 
ronr (withtbeir Authors) vay beft be di- 
Spelled, and driven far aways what is 
sore apparent thaw the Sentences of the 
Fathers, 
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Fathers , which they, by the In{piration of 


geries Fa- the Haly Ghoft, hav e bro obt together into 


this Heap? For here, as ont of a Meadow 
full of all kind of Flower, allthings mag 
be gath Me a mw? the ale, th it conauce to the 
profit of the Courch, or the fuppreffing of 
Vices, or the extineuifhing of Lufts: Here 

the uoft precious Pearl,z if <a" dig a Izttle, 
will jtrait be found, &c. Heve the iyrauny 
of K ae and Enperours, as. it were with a 
Bit and Bridle, is reftrained. Here the 

LE UXUTY of Popes and  Bift ops 2S reprefjed < 
If Princes differ _ here> peace fracere ra 
bid: If prelates contend abont the Pri- 
macy . bere THE ANGEL OF THE 
GREAT COUNCIL dif-overs who zs to 

be preferred above the refidue,&c. 

Are not the Roman Wares fet off with 
advantage here? How exceedingly. are 
thefe Ditedeinio for the Maladies of the 
Church boafted by thefe Holy Avounte- 
bauks 2 The {tones of David that kill 
Gdliahh the ae that refrefheth. the Cis — 
ty of God, Food of Souls, the Ship, 
the very aes of the Cl hurch; that 
comes home laden with ireafures from 
unknown Regions, are but mean expref- 
fions 5 the ‘Infpirations of the Holy 
Ghoft, the Pearl of Price, Augelus ille 
Magui a Gonedebts » the Angel of the Cove- 
nant 
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nant are hidhere; and all(if webelieve 
bs dreadful Bi lafphe mer ) declare for the 
Pope againit all the World, Here isa Bit 
and Bridle for Kings and Emper ours, a 

| Rule for Patriarchs, and what not? 

| The Councils , and true Records, we 
Reverence with all Honour due to An- 

| tiquity: And for that very caufe , we 
'fomuch the more abhor that admixture 

.of Drofs and Clay, wherewith thei 
| Beauty is corrupted. Had we receive 
‘the Councils fincerely from her, we 
‘fhould have blett the Tradition of the 
| Church of Rowe for her affiftance eit 
‘in: But now fhe loveth her felf me 
‘than her Children, and the Pope (w hich 
is the Church Virtu al) is fo harda Fa- 
‘ther, that he foweth Tares inftead of 
Wheat, and giveth Stones inftead of 
Bread , and Ne Eggs feedeth us ions 
| Scor pions : = We abhor her practices, and 
think it needful warily to examine , anc 
-confider her Traditions. 

What provilions are made in Aferlix's 
ifidore for reprefling the Luxuries of 
Fopesand Bifhops, you may pleafc to fee 
In Cowstantines Donation , and the Epi- 
logus Brevis. In the one of which fo 
many Witneffes are required before a 
Bifhep be condemned ; and inthe orher , 

care 
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Rona Forgertes, 
care is taken for the Pomp of the Clergy, 
even to the Afagnificence of their Shooes, 
and the Caparifozs of their Horfes. 

As Merlin, (who was a Doctor of Diz 
vinity of Great Account ) fo hkewife all 
the following Colleéfors among the Pa- 
pifts, derive their Streams from this Tfi- 
dere , as their Fountain. And for this 
caufe I was the more defirous to fee the 
Book, whichis very fcarce to be found 5 
and the more {earce , Ifuppofe 5; hetaute 
if the Fountain be unknown " a greater 
Majelty willaccrue to the Streams. The 
Bookfellers-Shops afforded me none -: 
but at lait I met with two of them; the 
one with the Learned Dr, Barlow , Atar- 
garet Profeffor, and Provoft of Queens Col- 
ledge in Dicfibel the other in the Bodlezaz 

Library - : The one was Printed at Cod- 
lein, An.1530. Lhe other at Paris before- 
entwalle Either had all, and both af- 
firm Iftdore Hifpalenfis to be the Author. 

Th ough ss afterwards are careful 
to diltinguith Zidore Hifpalenfis from I~ 
dore Mercator. The one failing , the o- 
ther is obtruded as the. Author of the 
Work : the latter Colledors unanimoufly 
“agi out Hifpalenjis , and calling him 
only by the Name of Mercatoy.. But 
how the Name of Iidore Atercator {hould 

come 
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come before the Book , the Wifeft Man 
in the World , I fuppofe, can {carcely 
Divine. 


Te isfaid, thar Eulogius Bifhop of Cor- 


| duba had a Brother, whofe Name was Vfi- 
_ dore, whofe condition af Life Banifbuent, 


whofe Nation Spain, whofe Trade was Mer- 
chandize: And ihat this Spanifh Mer- 
chant flying out of his Country , upon the 
account of Religion , chofe rather to in- 


as the Mowks of Mentz ; at leaft , who, 
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m caftow bo put his Nawe b efore tie Book that 


was then in their hands , would have the 
World really to believe. his is Blomdel’y 
conjecture, which he raifeth from the 


_realexiltence of fuchan Ifdore. But he 
-excufeth himfcit for conjecuring barely 


in fuch anaflair, becaufethe Work is ¢ 
Work of Darkzefs, and they that did ir, 
hated the Light, becaufe their Deeds 
were evil: Aud the Patcher up of thofe 
Epiftles coming forth inthe Vizor of ano- 
ther Name, infuch a bsfinefs aconjecture 


may fufiice, Let them that impofed the 


Blondel, 
cap.6. 
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Roman forgeries, 
Name, giveusa Reafon why they did ité 
it isnot incumbent on us to render an 
account of what other men are pleafed 
without reafon at any time todo. 

Isit not impoflible, but a Knave, call- 
ed Iidore, might be fent abroad with the 
Book, being pickt out on purpofe, 
that the Famous I/idore,Bifhop of Hifpalis, 
might be believed to be the Author. He 
might come to Afentz, and fojourn there 
under the notion of a Spanzard, and give 
Riculphys , or the Monks, a fight of the 
Book, as a rare ineftimable Treafure: 
F or Sinon was \ct loofe, with as little Ar- 
tifice as this, tothe Deftruction of Troy: 
Thus, whence it came really, could hard- 
ly be difcovered 5 and the Thing too 
would be the more admired, becaufe it 
came from the farthef? Regions, as Merlin 
fpeaks, being faved fo Miraculoutly from 
the hands of Barbarians, But where did 
this Traveller find it? this Merchant, of 
whom did he receive it? For morally 
{peaking,it is impoflible, that a Merchant 
fhould be the Author of it; efpecially 
at that time, when the Records lay {cat- 
tered perhaps in an hundred Libraries, 
and were all to be fought in obfure 
Manufcripts, An Afs may be expected to 
meddle with an Harp , as foon as a Mer- 


chant 
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Womas Forgeried, 93 
chant with the Myfterious Records of 
| the Church, How'come Lay-men to be 
| fo Judicious? Had any Merchant fo great 
| aSkillas this imports? Ir is improbable 
| fourfcore Bifhops fhould know it, much 
| more that they fhould urge him to do 
| that, which their own Learning and Fun- 

ction fitted them to do far better: Yet 
Iftdore in his Preface writeth thus, You 
| 


Eighty Bifhops, who urged meto begin aud 
| perfect this Work, sought to know, as ought 
all other Priefts of the Lord alfo, that we 
have found more than thofe 20 Chapters of 
the Nicene Council, &c. It is a fhame to 
the Church of Rome, that a Lay-man 
thould be the Fountain of all her Re- 
| cords ; and that invery deed, the greater 
. part of them fhould be inno Manufcript 
hor Library in the World, being never 
feen, nor heard of, till Zfdore brought 
them out of Spa‘a: That no man can 

tell what Z/dore made the Book, which 

is now the Prefident, and the fole Stores 
houfe of all their ColleCtions , is a little 
infamous; efpecially fince they believed 

of old unanimoutly,*that the Bifhop 7%- 

dore of Hifpalis was its ancient Author, 

Barouius when he had irrefragably di- 
{proved Aizz, puts nothing certain in his 
ftead : but having a Wolf by the cars, 
i . and 
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oman Fowgertes, 
and being willing to fay fomething,raifes 
a duft, and goes out in, the Cloud. 

In the ancient Manufcripts , faith he, 
we find this Widore, the Colledor of the 
Councils, firnamed Mercator; as in thofe 
which we hawein our Library: but ia the 
Infcription of the Books lately Printed, he 
is fiiled wot Mercator, but Peccator , aec- 
cording tothe manner of fowe of the anci- 
ent. Fathirs, who for Humility fake were 
wont to fuperfcribe , aud fubfcribe thenz- 
felves fo. I concetve it crept in by a mi- 
ftake, that Mercator was written for Pec- 
cator ; but. fince the Author of that Col- 
leBion, reciting the General Councils in his 
Preface, endeth with the fixth, it is evix 
dent that he lived after the fixth Council, 
and beforethe feventh. 

What Hypocrifieis here? He had be- 
fore fufficiently detected the Collection 
for a Cheat, and yet he now gravely 
troubles his Brains, to know what J/- 
dore thismight be : [tis ablind Zfdore, 
that has left no mark of his Life behind 
him, but only that which lies in this 
counterfeit Preface’, an Jfdore that can 
no where elfe be found, by the great Az- 
nalift , Baroniws. He has no other help 
to knew the time abour which he lived, 
butthe Preface: Whether Peecator , or 

Alereator, 
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Mercator, is but a tuperiicial Controver- 
fie; whether any Z/idore made the Book 
is a deeper enquiry: The old Manu- 
| fcripts of Baronius, are Books of yelter- 
| day, all written fince the counterfeit Ift- 
_ dore was publifhed. The variety thews, 
_ that the Papifts can reft no where: And 
the liberty they take to alter what they 
| fee in Manuferipts, as they pleafe, is an 
ill fign of a large Confcience , which ftu- 
dies not what 1s faithfully to be publith- 
ed , but conveniently. For becaufe the 
| Name of Afercator did {mell too {rrong 
of the Wares , left the World thou'd 
wonder how the Infcription of a Zp- 
-_&hant fhould come out before the Coun- 
cils, they thought it fit to ftrain the 
‘courtefieof a Letter, and (becaufe Pec- 
cator is an humble Name ) to turn the 
Merchant into a Sinner. That it was a 
Szwuer, | dare be{worn, and a fly agr- 
chant too; lucky Names both of them: 
but the laftis capable of a finer pretence, 
no Cheat being fo vigoreus and unas 
voidable , as that of a penitent weeping 
sinner. The Pride of Rowe comes cloa- - 
thed in Humility, after the example of 
her Supreme Head, who ftileth him@lf 
the Servant of Servants, while he afpires 
(by thefe very Records) tobe the King 
Of Kings. |) Lidete 
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Ifidore and Merliz being two of the 
firft Collectors of the Councils among 
the Papifts, Ihave taken the more liber- 
ty to be fomewhat copious in them, that 
I may conveniently be more brief in per- 
ufing the refidue. 


TS 


ms 


of Francis Turrian the Jefuite: With 
what Art and Boldnefs be defendeth 
the Forgeries. 


RA TOrtwithftanding all the weaknefs 
{and uncertainty of Ifdore, Francés, 
Turrian, the Famous Jefuite, appears in 
its defence, about 40 years after the firft 


publication of it by Aerlin, The Cen- 
tuviators of Magdenburg having met with 
it, to his great difpleafure, he is fo Vali- 
ant, asnot only to maintain all the For- 
ceries therein contained , but the whole 
Body of Forgeries vented abroad by all 
the Colleors and Compilers following, 

till himfelf appeared. | 
His Book is exprefly formed againtt 
the Writers of the Cezturzes, and 1s a 
{ufficient Evidence, that as foonas I/dore 
came abroad by.Dr. Aferlin’s Labour, and 
the 
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ROMA Foereries, 
the Bifhop of Parts Command, it was fift- 
ed by the Protettants. 
Ft is dedicated to the moft et 
ANG th soft Reverend D.D. Stani Hla us Holn lu’, 
Cardinal of the Holy Roman Chuych , and 
Bifhop of Collein. Printed °y y the Heirs 
of John On Ounintel, and approved by dz- 
thority, An, Dor. 157 3- 


Dr 
i 


He defends all the Canons of the Apo. Vid, 


Yia@il. 


{tles which are recounted by othe t Col- 
a That you may know the pita! 
of the Man, I will produce but two In- 
itances, 
The laft of thofe Canons, which he 
maintaineth to be the Apottle hi 
which followeth. 
Books be Venerable and toly to you all: 


Cf the Old Tettament, vie Books of Mo- 
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Loman Forgericg, 
but of ours, that is, of the New Tefta- 
ment, there are four Gofpels, Matthew, 
Mark, Luke, avd John 5 fourteer Epiftles 


of Paul, two Epifiles of Peter, three of 


John, one of James, one of Jude, two E= 


piftles of Clement, and the Ordinations of : 
Me Clement, fet forth in Eight Books to | 


Jou Bifhops, which are rot to be publifhed 
toall, becaufe of the Atyfteries contained 
in then and the Ads of our Apoftles. 

Thisis the cighty fourth Canon, and 
in fome Accountsthe cighty fifth; where 
you fee the Epifiles of Clement, and Eight 
Books of bis Ordinations , put into the 
Bocy of the Bible: As forthe difference 
of the Accounts, he fheweth you the way 
how to reconcile them. 

If this be one of the Apoftles Canons, 
then Clement was an Apoftle, or had A- 
poliolical Power: But ifit bea Forgery, 
then not only the Apoftles Canons, but 
the very Text of the Holy Scriptures is 
lnterlined and forged by the fame. 3 

Ke maintains all the Decretal Epiftles, 
and among the reft S. Clement's: Whofe 
genuine Epi/ile to the Corinthians they 
leave out, as making nothing to their 
purpofe: but five Spurious ones they re- 
cord; the two firft of them being wiit- 
tento S. James, and the Jalt tothe Bre- 
. . threw 
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Romtian forrerics, 99 
| thren dwelling with him at Jerufalem. 

| Ttis good {port to fee how like the fhot 

| of a great Gun, the Difcovery of the 

| Proteftants comes in among them: Their 
keennefs in detect ng the time of S James 

his Death, faatters the Knot; and where- 

as before they were all united, they now 

| fly feveral ways, every man {hitting for 

| himfelf, as he is beft able. 

Baronius dillikes fauch Arts of uphold. mr ww. 
| ing the Church, not as impious and un- “ryrl. 
| Jawful, butas inconvenient and pernici- Ofob. 
ous. Bellarmine affirms the Epiftles to be 
| Old, but dares not atteft them; Zfdore, 
| Merlin, Peter Crabbe,Nicolinus, Carran%a, 
and Surins, own them freely without any 
feruple: For faying nothing of the 
“Quarrel, they lay them down fimply as 

good Records. Bivins, Labbe , and the 
Collectio Regia, contefs fome of them to 
be falfe s+ and in particular, that S, james 
was dead feven years before S. Clement 
could write his firft Epiftle to him. And 
tofalve the fore, they fay, that it was not 
written to Janes, but to Simeon, who was 
alfo Bifhop of Ferufalen, and Brother to 
eur Lord: and that the Name of James 
crept into the Title Afexdose , by Errour 
and Miftake, for that of Simeon. But 
honeft Terriav maintains plainly , that 

T4 S. Peter 
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Roman Forneries, 
S. Peter and S. Clement knew very well 
that S. James was dead before they wrote 
unto him ; yet neverthelefs they did ve- 
ry wifely, both S. Peter in ordering the 
Epiltle , and S. Clement in writing it. 
And his Reafons, as he bringeth the mat- 
ter about, are pretty {pecious. 

For my part, I proteft, that fuch a 
High Piece of Impudence was to me in- 
credible: But that you may fee the rare 
Abilities of a Jefnite to argue well for 
the abjurdeft Caufe, tarn to his Book, and 
read his Comment on S, Clewment’s firft 
Epiftle, and there you fhall fee Wit and 
Folly equal in their height - Wit-in 
managing , but Folly in attempting fo 
mad a bulinefs, 

For the fake of thofe who are not able 
to read, or get the Book, I will give you 
a Glympfe of his Demontftrations. Firft 
beobferveth, how Reafoz it felf compel- 
lethus, efpecially being confirmed by fo ma- 
ny and jo great Teftimonies of the Anci- 
ents, to confefs the Epifile to be 8. Cle- 
ment’s, whofe it 7s reported tobe. He {o- 
philtically pretendeth here, that there 
were great Authorities of the Ancient 
Fathers extant to prove it: Whence, faith 
he. 7t began to be hadin every mans hand, 
to be read by the Catholicks , to be put a- 
wong 
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Reman Forgertes, AIOE 
wongthe Decretal Epiftles, and produced 
and geen in Eccleftaftical Caufes and 
Jude; w2Cut The latter part of which 
fe aufe is true: For (as we before obfer- 
ved ) Gratian , Ivo, and the re{t of the 
Popes patted hay ve brought the De- 
cretals into the Body of the Caxon-Lar, 
which maketh oy matter more fatal and 
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in ‘matters of Contre salted and in cafes 
is Confcience, they are 4 : 
o defend them, or to pluck up their Cu- 
toms 
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expole the heure of Rome to the fh: 
Ity or thi 
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the very Roots ; and fo further 
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caule aoe more impious and 

to retain them: a that not knowin 
vhich peek is beft. fome of them rerai 

them, and fome of the nouNnce them 

But you mult wink atall this. and 

what Turriaalays i 

the Roman Cl vurch ( which hath feated 


4 e TTY y ig 7 «(f me fal lat 
Yauad5 yet ror this ve 


rt 
Fede 


wick 


mM 


¢ 


509 


« 
= 


t = 
Ina DcilEeve 


the Forgeries in the Chair of Judgement) 
is a greater Argument, to them that be- 
lreve her In aibles than. any one Do- 
ctor can bring againit them: Nezther 
was bleffed t eter 7omorant . when he cowe- 
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Woman Fergeries, 
gent, but that the Readers would pre- 
fently fee, the Epiftle to be written to hint, 
whom all men knew to be dead before 
S. Peter; they bezvg about thereupon, to 
enquire diligently into the canfe thereof, 
and feeking tofindit: Nay, this was the 
defien of the ble fied Peter, and therein he 
imitated the Holy Scripture. Whether to 
counterfeit , or blafpheme the Scriptures, 
be the werfe, I cannotcell: but of this 
I am'fure, that they who think fach cour- 
feslawful, ( as this faftned on S. Peter, 
andthe Holy Scripture here ) will {tick 
at nothing which they take for their ad- 
vantage. For that it was lawful to 
counterfeit S. James his Name, he pro- 
veth afterwards very largely ; and now 
heis giving the reafons of it: One inz 
tention wasto {tir up all peopleto En. 
quiry ; their admiration at fo ftrange a 
thing, being very prone to make them 
diligent to learn the caufe of it: Ano- 
ther was, that a!l Bifhops might fee the 
more clearly , that they were taught in 
the perfon of Fumes: For James being 
dead, and uncapable of receiving the 
inftruction, itis evident, that he was ‘not 
intendedthereby 5 and therefore it mutt 
be for others in his capacity. A third rea- 
fon was the preventing of envy - for had 
S. Peter 
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Roman Foracries, 
S. Peter vouchfafed ( being our Saviours 
Vicar, and Head of the Church } to write 
to any Bilhop alive, the Honour done 
unto that Bifhop had been fo great , that 
all the refthad been tempted to maligne 
him fhrewdly for that advantage: His 
intention was, faith he, to transfeure 
thefe things in the perfon of James, after 
ihe manner of the Holy Scripture sand that 


aswell for other Bifhops, as efpecially thofe 


that flould fucceed hin in the Church of 


Jerufalem, (whence the preaching of the 
Gofpel began, according to the Prophefie of 
Haiah ) that they might thus think pith 
themfelvess If the Prince of the Apoftles 
commanded Clement to write thefe ihimes 
to James the Brother of our Lord, whom 


‘Peter, James and John did firft of all or- 


dain, who now ceafed to be aShepherd, and 
was rewarded with his Crown + he certaiu- 
ly did not command him to write for his 
fake, but for us, to wiow Solomon faith, 
Look diligently to the face of thy Cattel, 
and confider thy Herds, &c. Let this, 
faith he, be one caufe of the Transfcueati- 
02, or counterfeiting a perfon in this Epi- 
file. Having noted how S. Paul transfer- 
red a certain bufinefs on himfelf and 4- 
polos byaFigure , he concludeth thus: 
Why therefore way we not think, that 
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Roman Fortec, 

S.Peter for the fame reafon. commanded 
Clement to tr ansfer his Epifile concerning 
his Death and Dotlrine, pertaining in coute 


non to every Bifhop, by a Figure to S, James: | 


already dead? left if he fhould have com- 
weanded him to have written to Simon the 
Bifoop of \erufalem,who fucceededS. James, 

or to any other, as to Mark the Bifhop of 
Alexandria, or Anantas of Antioch, or ay 
other, he.foould then perhaps feem to love 


bin, or honour him, more than the refi- 


due s ro 

Much more he faith to this purpofe,but 
all made vain, with one {mall obfervati- 
on: Whereas he pretends that Clement 
knew S. James to be dead, there is a fit 
i piftle written by the fame Clement , To 
his moft dearly beloved Brethren dwelling 
at Jerufalem, together with’ his rare 
Brother James, his Fellow-Difciple. So that 
S. James after all, was {till thought to be 
alive, by thofe that transferred this Epi- 
{tle on S. Clement by a Figure. 

S. Peter's influence over the Bifhop of 
dearaleee , and our Lords Brother , was 
tho emai a confiderable Circumftance for 
the Eftablithment of the allowing 
Hopes And till the Proteftants difco- 
vered the Fraud, let Turrian fay what he 
will, there was fcarce a perfon in th 
World, 
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| Botan Forgeries, 105 
World, that’ thought not the Letter 
timed well enough for the purpote. 

| And whereas he pretendeth jo «any 
and fo great Teltimonies of the Ancients, 
| confelfing the Epiftle to be 8. Clement's 5 
-heis notable, nor does he fo muchas ats 
/tempt to name one, from S. Clement 
downward, till this Spurious Ifdore , that 
affirmed any fuch matter. Howbeit , he 
| quotes Origen, Theodoret, Gregory Nazzan- 
zen, &c. to prove the lawfulnefs of a 
Transfiguration , and makes ereat Often- 
‘tation of the Fathers, in fhewing that 
-S. Peter and S. Clement did wilely in the 
-bufinefs. 
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of Peter Crabbe's Tomes of the Conzcils : 
Wherein he agrees with, and wherein he 


differs fron lidore avd Merlin. 


Efides the Forgeries that are in Mer- 

liv and the Baftard Iidore , Peter 

Crabbe, whofe Tomes of the Councils 

were publifhed eight years after the fr/z 

Edition of Merlin, publifhed more, of as 

ereat importance as the formers not o- 
mitting thofe of Zidore and Merlin, but } 
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Roman Forgeries, 
recording and venting them altogether, 

He pretends to give an account of all 
thofe Councils that have been from S.Pe- 
ter the Apoftle, dewn to the Times of 
Pope Fohz Il. 

He wrote before T,; urvian, as Carranza 
and Surivs did, whomit is Turrian’s bu- 
linefs to defend. Bite. 

The End being propofed before the 
Means, with what defign thefe Editions 
of the Councils are fo carefully multipli- 
ed, wemay conjecture by a Treatife that 
is fet inthe Front of them 9 concerning 
the Rowan Primacy: Almott all the Com- 
pilers, after Peter Crabbe, having prefixed 
the fame with one confent before their 
Work, as the Aim of their enfuing La- 
bours. | 

It is extant in Crab, Surius, Nicolinus, 
Bimius , Labbe and Coffartius, and the 
Colledio Regia. Carranza hath it not nor 
PaulV., 

Paul V. in his own Work, publifhed at 
Rome, Axxo Dom. 1608: touches the For- 
geries but very {paringly. It does not 
become the Majefty of a Pope inhis own 
Name to utter them: It is moreover a 
thing of hazardous conlequence for biz 
to appear in Perfon in fuch 2 difgraceful 
bufinefs+ It befits his Holinef to act ra- 
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Gowran Tomeries, 107 
ther by Emiflaries and Inferiour Agents, 
as all great Statefmen and Polititians do, 
| being unfeen themfelves in matters that 
reflect too much upon their fafety : that 
Method (you know ) is more {lately , as 
well as more Honourable and fecure. Yet 
he approveth others at a diftance, as his 
dear Son Severinus Binius in particular, 
‘who dedicated all his Tomes to Pope 
Paul V. inthe year 1618, and has a parti- 
‘cular Letter of Thanks from Pope Paud 
himfelf, asa Badge of his Favour before 
‘ttheWork. Asfor Carranza, he is but 
‘an Abftract, or brief Compendinu. 
This Treatzfe of the Primacy, thus put 
before the Councils, containeth a Colle- 
ion of Teftimonies out of Counterfeit 
Epiftles of the Primitive Bifhops and 
‘Martyrs of Rowe , proving under the Au- 
thorities of moft Glorious Names, thag 
the Holy Apottolical Church obtained the 
Pr iacy, not from the Apefiles. but from 
our Lord himfelf: that itis the Head and 
Hinge of all the Churches; that all Ap- 
peals areto be wade thereunto 3 the grea- 
ter caujes, andthe contentions ef Bifpops, 
being to be determined only by the Apofio- 
lical See: that fhe is the Mother of all 
Churches 5 and asthe Son of God came to 
do the Will of bis Father , fo ought all B:- 
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fhops and Priefts to do the Will of theix 


Mother: that all the NMewrbers ought to 


follow the Head , which 7s the Church o 


Rome: that the fir see cug't to be judeed 
bynotan , neither by the Ewperour, vor 
hy Kings, wor by the People : that it was 
granted tothe Church of Rome, by a fin- 
gular priviledge, to open and fhut the King- 
dom of Heaven to whom fhe would: phat 
wone may Appeal fro her to any other: 
that the Apoftolical See may without ary 
Synod unbind thofe whom a Synod or Con- 
cil bath unjuftly condemned. Of which 
sentence thers to be the Judge , whether 
it be jult 5 for the may judge all,but none 
her: that the Church of Rome is the 
Foundation and F oru of all the Churches 
fo that no Church hath its Effence with- 
out that of Rome: that frow her all the 
Churches received their beginning. Do- 
cirines as true, as the Authorities by 
whicn they are confirmed: andto fay no 
more, as true as the laft: Forthe Chris 
{tian Churches received their beginnin 
from Jerufalem, before the Church of 
Romehad any Being. 

Contider it well, and you fhall find 
this the removing of a meer ftene of high- 
eft importance , an Encroachment upon 
the Territories of other Patriarchs > an 

Ufurpation | 


3 


er " Wk pt ees aed f |, a Jn Ly | 


Woman Foweries, 10g 
Ufnrpation of all Spiritual and Secular 
‘Power, tothe fubverfion of Emperours, 
Kings and Councils, 
| For if all are to obey her; as Jefus 
‘Ghrift did his Eternal Father; if it be 
granted to the Roman Church, by a fin- 
gular Priviledge , to open and fhut the 
‘Kingdom of Heaven to whom fhe will ; 
if noKing, Emperour or Council, hath 
power to judge the Pope, while he hath 
power to judge all; Kings, Emperours 
and Councils are made Subject to him, 
and nothing can c{cape the Sublimity of 
his Cognizance. 
 _Befides this Treatife of the Primacy, Pe- 
ter Crab has 34 new Canons of the Apoftles 
more than Iftdore and Merlin: So that 
Antiquities are daily increafing in the 
Church of Rowe, and Records are like 
Figs, ew ones come up infiead of the 
old ones. | 

The laft of thefe Canons is that of 
Clement, about the Cazon of the Bible: 
aForgery of more Scriptures, added to 
the former, in the names of the Apoftles ; 
defended by honeft Zurrian zealouftly , 
and magnified by Nicolinus as the Coronis Vid. Cbs 
of the Apoftles Canons, WN 

He has the Rowan Pontifical, a Trea- 
tile of the Lives of Popes ; fitted exact 

i by 
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ly tothe. Decretal Epifiles, and accord- 
ingly, molt richly {tored wtih all kind of 
Forgeries and Lyes, It isazew Book Fa- 
thered upon Pope Daweafus 3 which If- 
dove and Aferlin (Xthink) were ignorant 
of, for it is not In thems and I admire 
wherehehadit. Itisthe Text on which 
he commenteth , as.a,Great Record; he 
ufeth it asa great proof in doubtful mat- 
ters, and according to it the Methad of 
his Tomes is ordered. You will fee more 

of it hereafter. | 
He has the counterfeit Council of Si- 
nuefia, anew Piece, which I find not in 
Aferlin: Buti verily believe, he fcraped 
it upfome where elfe,and ’tis not hisown, 
tis fo full of nonfenfe: A Council fits 
ting inthe year 303. and defining from 
that Text, Ex ore tuo juftificaberis , O ex 
ore tuo condemuaberés , that no Council 
can condemn a Pope,nor any other Pow- 
er, but his own mouth: For becaufe our 
Saviour has faid, Out. of thine orn month 
thou foalt be juftified, and ont of thine own 
mouth thou lhalt be condemned; therefore 
no bedy can condemn the Pope but him- 
iclf alone: for which purpefe they re- 
peat the Text over and Over again, very 
feebly and childifhly , even unto naufea- 
tisg: Andthe example of ALarcellinus is 
made 
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Roman Forgeries, . 
| made an inftance in the cafe; who being 

| calléd to an Account for offering Incenfe 

| toan Idol , could not becondemned by 

this Council, and was therefore (be- 
_caufe he was Pope .) humbly.implored to 
condemn himfelf. 

_ Itisa Council of great value, becaufe 
of the Prefident we have in it, how Scrip- 
tures may be applied to the Bifhop of 
| Rowe; and how places that belong to ail 
| the World, muft peculiarly be afcribed'to 
/him alone: Howbeit crab makes a fowre 
face on’t, and is fain to premife this Pie- 
monition to the Reader. 

By reafon of the intolerable difference 
and corruption of the Copies, whereof the 
one was old and faulty, though written in 
the beft Parchment and CharaGer 3 the o- 
ther more old, but equally depraved (as the 
Beholders might difcern with their eyes ) 
fo far, that what they mean fometimes can- 
not be underftood, we have fet both the 

Co pies, without changing afyllable of theni, A 
in iwoColumns » jetting the Letter A over a | 
the firft, and C over the other: but the | 
middle Column over which B is placed, 
for its capacity, or rather conjecture; cn- 
deavours as much asit vs able, to reconcile 
the other two fo very divers, and bring 
thent to fome fenfe. 
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Woman Sowgeties, 

He does not tell you plainly , that he 
made the middle Copy; but ‘tis eafie to 
conceive it, fince he found but #we, and 
they were fo full of nonfenfe , that he 


added one, whichis the third, to recon- 


cilethem. Yet Crabbe’s Invention is now 
recorded by the Colle#io Regia, and the 
two old ones, for their horrid Barba- 
rifmes, are thrown out of the Councils, 
and (for very {hame) are caft away: for 
proceeding in his Apology, Crab a little 
after faith, Newo ergo caput {ubfannaudo 
moveat, &c. Let no man therefore wag 
his Head in derifion , who having either 
gotten more correc Exemplars , or being of 
a more Noble and clear apprehenfion, is a- 
ble to mend thefe: but rather let him pati- 
ently bear with what is done, aud reduce 
it himfelf into better fornt, 

Thisis a fuficient Light, wherein to 
fee the diffimilitude between Forgeries 
and true Records + For. whereas the #z- 
doubted were made in great Councils of 
Holy Men, and are all of them clear and 
pure, and well-adviled , full of Unifor- 
mity, Senfe, Gravity, Majefty, Smooth- 
nels, Order, Perfpicuity , Brevity, Elg-~ 
quence and Verity; it is the common 
Fate of thefe Inftruments which we ac- 


cule as Forgeries , being made in a Dark 


Age, 
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Roman Formrertes, 1I2 
| Age, by men’ not fo Learned as the 
| Church of Rome could defire, (and fomes 
| times ina Corner by fome filly Monk ) 
| to fwarm with Abfurdities, PF rrours, Tau- 
tologies, Barbarifmes; to be rude and 
| tedious, empty and incoherent, weak and 
| impertinent: yet fome of them we con- 
fels to be more pure in Language, and 
| better in fenfé than others. 
| ThisCouncil of Sizueffa is more ridi- 
jculous than it is poffible well to ima- 
gine, before you read and confider it, 
He has the Counterfeit Edi of the 
| Emperour Confiantine for agood Record, 
‘It is more warily. made than the other, 
_and better Latine, but of Swinging Inm- 
portance: Tis but a Deed of Gitt,where- 
in the firft moft Chriftian Emperour is 
made to give all the Glory of the We- 
ftern Empire, with its Territories and 
Regalities, to the Bifhop of Rome. We 
fhall meet withit in others - for the Col- 
lectors of the Decretal Epiftles, all of 
them, harp upon this String mott ftrange- 
ly. 
_ As Pope ParlV. fo Peter Crab has but 
20 Canons of the Nicexe Council; where- 
in he agrees with {fdoreand Aderliz, and 
differs much from fome that follow him: 
Nay, he agrees and difagrees with Ijdore 
| K 3 at 
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Roan Forneries, 
atonce, in this very thing: He agrees 
with didore in his Book it felf, Con the 
Nicene Council ) but difagrees with him 
in his Preface. 

But then he maketh amends for the 
Omiffion , forhe hath the Synodical E- 
piltle of the Nicewe Council, a mew Re- 
cord, which I find not in Jidore , or in 
any before him: Itisan humble Addrefs 
of the Nicene Councilto Pope Sylveffer, 
befeeching his Holinefs to ratzfe their 
Decrees: To fhew that no Council is of 
any value, unlefs it be approved, by the 
Bifhop of Rowe: And he has a Gracious 
Anfwer too by the fame Pen, orl am 
forely deceived; for they are both alike 
{o full of Barbarifmes and falfe Latines, - 
that another Dunce can hardly be found 
like the firft to imitate them. In good 
earnelt, they arethe moft feculent Forge- 
ries that ever faw. To {peak much in 
little, is, they are worfe than the Sizueffa 
Council. 
They are without Greek Copies, which 


(where all the reft is in Greek ) is an evil 


lign: But as they are, you fhall have 

them, when we come to Bizius, that the 

more Learned may judge of their Excel- 

Iency. 

- He has a Pfeudo-Catholick Council at 
| Spot Rome 
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: Boman forgeries, 

| Rome under Pope Sylveffer, with the fame 
Premonition to the Reader, word for 
|word, which he fet before the siazef 
Council, Propter Exemplariorum intole- 
rabilem nimiamaue CM Diffzrentian , & 
| | Deprava tiouent, ee 

He has the other Forgeries of Zidore 
Mercator 5 and among the reft , the Ep7- 
‘logus brevis concerning the number of 
| Witnefles, 

He defaces and fuppreffes the fixth 
Council of Carthage, as wellas his Pre- 
 decefio IT. 

What with blotting out , and pu itting 
in, hefodifguizes t th eyes: of Anti iqui- 
ty, that unlefs it be to vety cleat eyes, 

the Primitive Church appeareth not the 
fame. . 

Yet'are his Voluminous Tomes So 
cated to the Invincible Eutperour Charle 
V. being Printed in‘the year r 1532. by 
Peter Quintell. Cum Gratia & Privilegio 
tam Cafario quant Regio Colonia. That 
is, At Collein by the confent and Authori- 
ty both 0j f the King and Emperour, So far 
even Monarchs are deluded fometimes 
with a fhew of Piety , andthe Light of 
Depraved and Corrtipted Learning. 
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Lorian Forgertes, 
CAP, IX. 


Of Carranza: his Epitome of the Decrees 
and Councils. He owueth the Fargeries, 


NArranzZa, being but a fhort cox CH~ 
: dium, was Printed at Paris , 4%. 
1564. to wit, very fitly, forthe more ge- 
neral {preading of the corrupted Coun- 
cils : All the other Colleions being great 
Volumes, but this a little Informer, or 
Companion for the Pocket, 

fc was dedi-ated to the Iluftrious Dic-. 
go Hurtado Mendoza, Orator inthe State 
of Venice, and- his Imperial Majefties 
Vacegerent in the Holy Council of Trent, 

He lays down all the Apofiles Canons 
for good Laws, even the lait it felf being 
not cxcepted 5 and {elects Decrees out of 
the Decretal Epifiles for good and Catho- 
lick Canons, ~~ 

The Decretal Epittles themfelyes would 
be tog long for fo fhort a Compendium a 
and therefore he has not the Decrees 
themfclves, but E xcerptions. 

He has the Lontifical of the Popes 
Lives, but more modefty than to afcribe 
it to Daweafnss It is a part of his Texte 
however. | 


He 
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Roman Formgerles, 

He has but 20 Canons of the Nicene 
Council, and skippeth over the Council 
of Sinnefjz. 

He omits the Epilogus Brevis, but owns 
the Council to which it is annexed. 

He followeth S/idore, and exceeds him 


alittle, 


CAPS KG 


Of Surius bis four Tomes, and how the 
Forgeries are by hint defended. He hath 
the Refcripts of Atticus and Cyril, by 
which Pope Zozimus wes condeuned 6 
Forgery inthe fixth Council of Car- 
thage, 


] Aurentius Surizs was a Monk of the 


Order of the Carthufians : He wrote 
four Tomes: He pretends to have all 
the Antiquities of the Church-at large, 
and to wend and reffore the defects of the 
Ancient Manufcripts.» What their wend. 
ing and refloring is, you begin to dif- 
cern. He dedicates the whole Work to 
Philip King of Spain, Sicily, and Neapo- 
lis,&c. and directeth it in anether Epi- 
file tothe moft Auguft and Invincible Ex- 
perour CharlesV. It was Privted at Col- 

lein 
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Ronis forgeries, 
lein 6y Geruvinus Galenius, avd the Heirs 
of John Quintell, iz rhe year af our Lord 
1567. 

He has the counterfeit Preface of 7/- 
dore Mercator,before detected ; The Trea- 
tife of the Primacy of the Roman Church, 
all the 84 Canous of the Apoftle , and the 
Apoftelical Conftitutions of Pope Clement 
(newly added to the Temes of the Coun- 
cils )for good Records; though Zfdore 
Mercator , {ome of the Apoftles Canons, 
and Clement's Conftitutions, are rejected 
by fome of the beft of his moft able Fol. 
lowers, (as you fhall fee hereafter: ) not 
I fuppofe upon mature deliberation , but 
inevitable neceflity. 

The Liber Pontificalis of Pope Dama- 
fis, that notorious Cheat, is the ground- 
work upon which he commenteth. It fo 
exactly containeth the Livesand A@s of 
the Bilhops of Rome, that when I firft 
approached it, Lapprehended every Life 
to have been recorded by fome perfon 
contemporary with the Pope of which he 
was writing: forit nominates the time of 
their Seflion to a Year, a Moneth, a 
Week, anda Day , from S. Peter down- 
ward : Which being done for no Epifco. 
pal Chairbefide, it made the Rowan See 
{cem of more Eminent Concernment than 


the 
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aman Soegeries, II9 
the relidue from the very firft beginnings 
fuch a peculiar and extraordinary care 
being no mean. Indication of its High 
_ Exaltationabove all other Chairs , that 
were not for along time together foac- 
curately regarded. Buta little after, I 
found a fhremd figz for befide the er- 
rours and contradictions noted before, 
in the mialtof all this exactnefS , he mi(- 
| feth fometimes. 3, 4,5, ¢, 9 years toge- 
ther. This fhall be proved hereafter, 
with more than we yetday, when we 
cometo Bizzxs, 
_. Hehasali the Decretal Epiftles, and the 
Donation of Conftantine for good Re. 
cords, The Epifile of Melchiades concern- 
ing the Aunificence of Conftantine; the 
Spurious Rowman Council under Pope Sy- 
velter, with the Epilogus\Breviss the Let- 
ters between Athanafius azd Pope Mark; 
concerning thenumber of the Nicene Ca- 
nons: Thofe Letters tellus. the Canons 
of the Nzcewe, Council arex7 o.and yet he 
records but2@ of them. 

The mott,of thefe Great Appearances 
are rejected afterwards, by Baronius, Bi- 
wins, Labbeyand the Colledio Regia. 

By good fortune he hasthe Referiptsof 
Atticus, and 8. Cyril, the Patriarchs, con- 
cerning the frue Records of the Nicexe 

Council, 
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Roman Forweries, 

Council, fent to the fixth Council of 
Carthage, upon the occafion of Zozimns 
before related. 

The Letter of that Council to Cele- 
flinethe Bifhop of Rome concerning. that 
Controverfie. 

Anda Scrap of the Couneil it felf: but 
he omits the Decrees. | 

Did I follow them throughout all A- 
ges, my work would be endlef. We 
{hould find much foul Playin following 
Councils and Records of the Church: 
but for feveral weighty Reafons I have 
at prefent confined my {elf within the 
compats of the firft 400 years next after 
the Death of our Lord, whofe Name js 
notto be mentioned without’ praife and 
glory. | 

Note well: I go on thus, to obferve 
particularly what Forgeries’ every Col- 
lector of the Councils owneth, and what _ 
Emperours,Kings,and Popes, their Books 
are dedicated to3 and what priviledge, 
in all the principal parts of the Popes 
Jurifdiction,, they come forth withal ; 
and efpecially what a multitude of men 
have been encouraged tovearry on this 
Defign, that you might fee the Confpi- 
racy of the Members with the Head, and 
the general Guilt of that Church in fo 

Enormous 


SS a SU ESED 


MM eS A ee Mek 


Gorntan Toreries, 
Enormous an Afiair. To which we might 
iaddthe innumerable Armies of Learned 
‘men that have cited them in that Church, 
andthe Company of Captains that have 
defended them: Butit had been better 
for them that they had never medled 
with the Proteltant Objections, for they 
have made the matter worfe than they 
found it , and bewraid tiemfelves in all 
their Anfwers; nay, they havemade the 
Frauds more eminent and notorious , by 
difturbing the Reader, while they give 
him Warning by their Notes, though the 
intent be to defend them. This I {peak 
efpecially upon the laft, from Bixzus 


downward. 
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GAP. XI. 


Of Nicolinus 42s Tomes, and their Cou- 
tents for the firft 420 years. His Tefti- 
mony concerning the fixth Council of 
Carthage. 


Icolinus is printed in five Volumes, 
N Sixti V. Pont, Max. feliciffimis Aus 
foiczis, ashimfelf phrafeth it: [think he 
means, By the favourable Permiffion and 
Authority of Pope SixtusV. He cates 

is 
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Loman Forgeries, 
his Tomes tothe fame moft Holy Lord Sexa 
tus, ce. which were printed at Vewice, 
An. 1585. | 

Among other things in whichT fhould 
fay he is peculiar, had not Azerlin in his 
Iidore done the fame, he fets a counter 
teit Epiftle of Aurelius, Archbifiop of 
Carthage, to Damafus the Pope, and the 
Popes Azfwer, inthe Front of his Work, 
The Epiftle requefteth a Copy of all the 
Decretals that were made by the Bifhops 
of Rome, from S. Peter downwards. The 
Anfwer intimates a Copy , commanding 
him to preach and publith the fame. 

In both thefe Colledors the Epiftles are 
difplaced above 200 years ont Of their 
due order, meerly that they might face 
the Forgeries with the great Authorities 
of Aurelins and Damafzs, who were both 
dead 300 or 400 years before the Coun- 
terfeits were made - Howbeit, the Page- 
ant does well to adorn the Scene; it en- 
tertains the Spectators as a fit Pre- 
ludinm, to make the way more fair for 
thefe difguized ALa/quers. 

In the laft of thefe Epiftles, the Coun- 
terfeit Decrees are Fathered onthe Holy 
Ghoft, aud whofoever fpeaketh againit 
them, ischarged with Blafphemy. 

Yet for all this, though the Epiftles 

were 
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| Rowrars Forrerics, | 122 Hl 
| were defired by Aurelins , and fent by H 
| Damafus, and commanded to be preach- 
| edand publifhed throughout the world, 
| they were never heard of by the {pace of 
| 700 or 800 yearsafter their firft Authors, 
nor for 300 or 400 years after this Dayza- 
fus and Aurelius; though pretended to 
be the Canons of the Holy Fathers, fo 
Sacred, and fo Divinely infpired by the 
| Holy Gkhoft. 
| Thisisthat Dawafws upon whom the 
| Famous Pontifical is Fathered : He fate 
| in the Chair Az. 370. The F orgeries were 
| unknown till about the year 800. 

This Aurelivs is he who tafted the De= 
_crees Of Zozimus, and had experience of 
| their fincerity, when he refifted the En- 
_croachments of the Roman Chair. 

_ Buttoreturn to Nicoliaus 5 he has Ife- 
dores Preface, The Treatife concerning 
the Prinzacy of the Roman Church , con- 
taining fomany Teftimonies out of for- 
| ged Bifhops, Martyrs, and Fathers: 4/ 
| the Apoltles Canens , of which he maketh 
_S. Clement's the Top and Coroxis, conclu- 
ding that Impious Counterfeit with this 
-ailected phrafle , Coronidés ipforuw Cano~ 
umm Apoftolorum finis ; The end of the Co- 
rons of the Apoftles Canons. 
| Francis Turrian is info much efteem 
with 
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124 Roman Forreries, 
with him, that he hath Eight Books of 
Clement's Conf{titutions, with Txrrian’s 
Proem , and Explanatory Defences upon 
them. 

The Liber Pontificalis, drawn from the 
beginning like a Veiz of Lies, through 
the tedious length of 800 years, infect- 
ing all thele Ages with Forgery: It is 
his Text in like manner. 

He hasall the Decretal Epiftles without 
Exceptions the Council of Sinuefla, or 
condennation of Pope Marcellinus , with 
the fame Premonition you faw in Peter 
Crab tothe Reader; The Donation of the 
Emperoury Conftantine, which by this 
time one would think to bea found and 
admirable Record having fo many Hands 
fub{cribing it, and fo many Pens inferting 
itamong the Couzcils , without the lealt 
note of any dubioufne(s or blewsifh in it, 

He has threefcore and eighteen Canons 

Nicoll of the Nicene Council, and profefleth 
ad sixtV, himfelf to be the firft which added them 
thereunto: And he had them of a cer- 
tain man that brought fourfcore of them 
in Arabick to Alexandria, as his Printer 
does witnefs for him to the Reader. But 
farely had there been {0 many, Pope Pani 
V. and all the Collectors before him, 
had not omitted them. 


Some 
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Some 40 years hence w ss ce expect 
fourfcore more: for as for thofe naked 
and vulgar Canons, (as hecalleth the Oid 
and Authentick Records) they will not 
ferve the turn; bie yet the old Seventy 
mentioned by Ifdore, Athawaftus, and 
Pope Afark : oe which you may lee they 
are ‘alwa ays growing, and may come toa 
Million, if the-< Source of the World 
permit it, and their need require it. 

Whatfay you? In good eanett me- 

thinks, the year 1585. i is very lack for 
the finding of e/ght and fi ify Canons of Nicol. T}- 
the Nicene Council: Th at Council was.al- Pr Lett. 
fembled ifithe year 327. and made its Ca-"” 
nons abovevove thoufand and iwo hundred 
years before Nicolinus time: They were 
writtenin'Greek , and thefe lay dormant 
in Sign Pag fo many Ages, no man can 
tell whéree But the J! lsfed Jefuites, or 

one of 3 bbe : au2e Society , luckily found Nicol: Ty 
them the ot! ner day. pogr. Le 

Here and there he has a true Record, ; 

and among) the reft a piece of the ixth 
Council of Carthage, though 1 manglec 
too: where concerning the two Coun- 
terfeit Canons of Pope Zoximus , He 
faith, Ihe African Fathers wot firdin 

any fuch Canons gs. thefe , in ns C oak 
which they had of the Nicene Coy uncil, 
L, hota 


we 
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126 Bowman Foroeries 

both in Greek and Latine., promifed that 

they would keep thenz only fo long, as the 

tinte would be, that they might get the true 

Copies out of Greece: Which when they 

had been fent for, and were brought frou 

Cyril of Alexandria, azd Atticus of Con- 

{tantinople , they were found imperfed, 

as not containing but only thofe 20 Ca- 

nons, which were exiant alfo among the 

Latines; iz which nothing is contained 

concerning Appeals to the Rowman Bifhop : 

Nay, thofe African Fathers frou the fifth 

and fixth of thofe Canons gathering the 

contrary , did earnefily befeech Celettine 

the Pope, that jucceeded Boniface, who was 

the Succefjor of Lozimus , that be fhould 

not admit Appeals: which (they faid) as 

it was soft prudently and juftly provided 

for bythe Nicene Council, fo they found 

atin wo Synod of the Fathers, that any 

si ye foould be fent fron the fide of his Holz 

rere, ne{s, What Boniface axed Celeltine az. 

frwered, itis not certazw: Acta enim illa 

valde concifa funt , & mutila, For thofe 

Records are cut very fhort, and maimed, 

and therefore the matter is the more ob- 
cure. 

Who maimed thofe Records is worth 

the Enquiry - Some-Body that was con- 

‘cerned in them, and whofe infinence mult 
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Homan Fozgeries, 

be exceeding great for the attempting of 
fuch a thing, hath cue them short, that Re- 
cords fo anbye and pernicious to him, 
might be made eb/cure. But as Thieves, by 
dropping fome of the Goods by the way, 
are oftentimes detected, or Murderers 
by forgetting the Knife behind them; fo 
doth theGreat and Juft GOD infatuate 
the Pope of Rome, again{t whom this 
Council was affembled, and fmite his A- 
gents with blindnefs here; and at, other 
times their heart faileth them, becaufe of 
Guilt : {o that not daring to make tho- 
row werk with the Councils, they faulter, 

and are detected. ! | 
Here is a rare cafe, all the Copies of 
the Nicene Council , throughout the 
World, were zmperfedf 1200 years age, 
both among the Greeks , and amdéng the 
Latines , only thofe at Rowe were valid 
and Authentick. For the Councils of 
Carthage were reckoned among the La- 
tines, as you may fee. by Ifdore , and 
Merlin , placing them in that number , 
and that juftly ; for the African Fathers 
that pertained to Carthage, wrote in La- 
tine, 28S. Auguftine, Fulgentius, Tertulli- 
an, cc. They were Naturalized fo far, 
that Latime was almoft their Mother- 
Tongue,as Fuffel/vs obferves out of S.AK= 
a guptine : 
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Woman F orgeries, 

guftine: and ‘yet thefe’ that were Allied 
to the See of Rome fo near, were at one 
with the Greeks’ in the Records contro= 
verted : None were good at Carthage, 
conftantinaple, or Alexandria , &e. but 
om nly thofe which the Pope produced in 
is own He ae Nor were any like his 
upon the Face of -the whole Earth’ be- 
At firft l admired to fee thofe Canons 
of Cathe fo abruptly cut off by 87z7- 
ws, whet ¢ Thappened firft to mifs them : 
but w hee I ner Wards found them’, by 
the help of at ellus , Pfaw’the reafon; 
The Roman Bifhop was curbed; though 
that of Azacharfis concerning Laws pro- 
ved true; Laws are like Spiders Webs, 
they detain Flies , but. Hornets break 

i brough then. of 
Nicolizus having intimated the lame- 


“nefs and obfci urity of the Narration, go- 


eth onthus : 2¢ zs probable that Cel eftine 
wrote back, fharply » awd would have the 
Appeals of Priefts, ” ig their own, to the 
bordering Bifhiops , and of Bifbops them- 
“Joes to thé Koman'Chair eftablifoed and 


ites The Pope would pave i it fe, not- 
with 


4 
nithitan pitt all contradichion: Foraf- 
much as they w ee on Richt and 
‘iftow., and upon the Nicene Canons, 
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Homan Foegerice. 
which were kept entire (it is credible) in 
the Roman See, as they were extant in 
the time of Mark. 

It. is credible: Was.ever fauch Impu- 
dence known before! They were not a- 
ble to urge one Argument why it fhould 
pi credible > and yet this credibility mutt 

verthrow al! the Evidence in the whole 
World, 

But they were kept entire iz the Ro- 
wan See, asthey were raid tin thm time 
of | Mark. ‘bhis ipauiesi all! fog % rG- 
ferring you to Mark, | 1€ appeals €0 the 
Epiftles of Athanafius to Mark , and of 
Pope Mark to ‘Athanafius, concerning the 
number of the Nicene Canons. WhichE 
piltles of Atark and Athanafins, by invin- 
cible reafons urged | by Bixius, as well as 
the Authorities of Baronins, Labbe, and 
the ColleZ7o.Regia, are evidently proved 
to be very Forgeries. 

He gives you more of thele a 2udacious 
Guelfes ; He kays itis credible, that they 
mere contained allo Aust O18 the Canons of 
Sardica which Celelt tine leks itis proba- 
ble, untothense But thatthe Afric: 2s refi- 
ed not fatisfied , cither becaufe they fale 
fed thofe Caxons to be corrupted , or for 

(ome other caufes itis {hewn in the ed 
(tle of Boniface ty to Kulalius of Alex- 
: 1,2 andria, 
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Boars Forgeries, 

andria, concerning the Reconciliation of 
Carthage, which happened about looyears 
after, | 

_» The more you ftir this bufinefs, the 
more it {tinks, The Epsf#les made in the 
name of Exlalius and Boniface , concern- 
ing the Excowmunication of the ¢ burches 
of Attica for 100 years, paft down fo 
fair to Nicolinus , that he took them for 
good Records ; and donbtlefs he thought 
it Wegenough, that the African Fathers 
were@xcommunicated for oppofing the 
PopesOpinion: So that the Quarrel rofe 
very high, or, what we before obferved 
was very true, thefe Epiftles of Boniface 
and Exlalivs were invented to colour the 
Popes Caufe, and difgrace the Fathers. 
Take 1t which way you pleafe, it {mells 
ill: Baroniws and Bellarmine had rather 
they {hould be Counter feits. 

_ Hisprobability about Celeftixe’s fending 
the Canons of Sardicato Carthage fares 
little better: Celeftine knew very well 
the Canons of Sardica would not do in 
that Council: Nécolinus cannot produce 
onefyllable in proot, to make it proba- 
ble, that he fent them thither ; and his Hy- 
ing to Sardi¢a isin an evil hour; for it 
is oppoted by 217 Bifhops, fo great, that 
they have frighted Rome out of her Ex- 
imag communication, 
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communication, who altogether teltifie, 
no lefs than twelve hundred years ago, 
that no Syuod of the F athers made any 


| fuch Canons. And if Sardica were no 


} 


Synod, what will its Canons fionifie ¢ 
The P opes then living and concerned, 
never attempted fo vaina fhift, but po- 
fitively affirmed and maintained {till , 
that they were the Nicene Canons: only 
the Council of Sardica is pretended of 
late, and fome zew men, smn  bwhinets 
isover, perfwade us tl hey did ail I ntiftake 
rete matter Was in bel Sa both 
at Rowe and Carthage 5 and that them- 
{elves have more clear and piercing judg- 
ments ( to fee into abufinefs fofar off 
better) than all the Fathers. 

Admit thofe Canons were made at 


 Sardica, it wasa grofs Errourto Father 


them uponthe Nicese Council: for the 
Authority of Sardica is not to be ¢oni- 

pared with that of Nice. Sardica was 
unknown to all the Council at Carthage. 

S, Augufiime thought it an Arrian Councils 

as Binius in his Notes upon it obferveth : 

and Bellarmine puts it amongthe partly zel\. de 
Reprobated. And that w hich induceth Concil. gt 
meto believe thofe Canons now extant ria 
inthe name of Sardica to be forged, is, 

that they were firft produced in Zozswus 


is 4 his, 
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his Counterfeit, and Fathered upon Nice. 
And there being a Council once, It Is 
now pretended that there. were two 
there; that thefe Baftards difowned at 
Nate; might have a Sanctuary fomewhere, 
und tind fome Fathers, My conjecture 1 is 
made coufiderable , becaufe the Ganens 
now Fathered upon Sardica are coutrary 
tothofe of Nices And it isnot probable, 
that two Catholick Councils fo near, 
thoudd fo fude denly Decree things contra- 
ry tocach others nor that the “fame Fa- 
ers that were at Nice, when they came 
to Sardica, {hould change their minds 
with the place of their Seflion, That 
there were no Canons of Sardica known 
till the time of Diomspius Exiguus., 1S yey 
prebable, becaufe they were not in the 
Code of ies Oni cia hcil nor In the 
African Code, till Dionyftis Exiguus put 
th raha in 5 as Jacobus Le{chafferins mott ex- 
ce lently proveth. 

Whe cther Diouyfins or Hadrian put 
in, istome uncertain: But Hadri- 
zi. tirit gavethe Copy of Dionyhus to 
the Emp er CRI , whence the old 
Maz ee es tranferibed » which are 
nOW extant in Bow eral | Libraries ; 3 and in 
wlugh the Dedication of Pope Hadrian 
is contained in Vere, To Ais moft Excel- 

lext 
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lent Sow King Charles re. The firft Let- 
ters of the Vertes being put together, 
make this Acroftick , EXCELL, FILIO. 
CARULO. REGI. HADRIANUS, PA- 
PA. The Verfes are found inthe Copies 
yet extant of Dionpfius Exiguus. 
This fhews that fome New i hing was 
put into the Book, and that Hadrian had 
a finger in it , which reached perhaps 
farther than the be: sinning. If the Book 
was asnew asthe Acroftick, Dionyfins was 
far enough from being its Av thor, sith 
Faith we are to have inthe Papilts, when 
they tell us who were the Ancient Com 
pilers of the Councils, you may fee ie 
Baronius, who giving usan Account OF fa Nor. 
their Order, reckons Ifdore (a known “1 
Counterfeit_) for one 5 Diongfius E Exiguus 
for the firft, acetlingeids Piaconus fo 
the jecond, Martinus Bracarenfts for th 
third , et Haig for the fourth; and ae 
ter all thefe , Ifdore for the fift. As cer- 
tain as Ifidore was a Collector of the 
Councils, fo certain is it that Diony/jus 
Vas ONG, but further certainty yet I can 
{ee none. 
Charles the Great . perhaps having ne- 
ver feen the like | before, was vleafed with 
the Acroftick; and the putting of his 
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Name in Capital Letters before the coun- 
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cils was delightful to him. Syrews fing 
fweetly , while they decetve ' bleodily. 
Hadrian *. knew weil. what was a Gift 
fit for a Scholar, and a Pope of Rowe. 

If t fhould produce but one paflage 
which I found 1n it, the matter would be 
more effectual > For after he has done 
with the Councils, he lays down the De- 
cretal Epiftles of 13 Roman Bifhops, be- 
ginning with Syricius, who lived in the 
year 325. In his Epiftle to Himerias,there 
is this pailage: Such is our Office, faith 
he, that itzs not lawful for we to be filent, 
for ws to difemble, upon whom a Zeal 
greater than that of all others, of the Chris 
ftian Religion, is incumbent: We bear the 
burdens of all that are oppreffed , nay ra- 
ther the bleffed Apofile Peter beareth then 
jnus: who as we truft, protecteth and de- 
fendeth us bis Heirs in all the things of bis 
Adminifirction. 3 

Of GOD he faith nothing here, but 
his confidence is all in Peter. There is 
not a word like it in all Antiquity > and 
thofe words protedeth aud defendeth us, 
feem torelate to thofe Jars that had been 
beforé between Hadriaz, and Charles the 
King, or Emperour. 

Thefe obfervations carry me to believe 
what I met within DaiWe, fince Diongfius 

is 
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is gone from under my hands: and ha- 
_ ving fearched intothe Book fince, | am 
_ further confirmed. 
| About 74 years after the Council of paitie.pag, 
Chalcedon, Dionyfius Exiguus, whom 43-0 
| we before-mentioned, wade his collebion 
| at Rome, which is fince Printed at Paris, 
cum Privilegio Regis, oxt of very Ancient 

| Manufcripts. Whofecver fhall but look di- 
| Ligently into his colle&ion, fhall find divers 
alterationsin it, one whereof I fhall in- 

| feance in, only to fhew how Ancient this 

Artifice hath been among Chriftians. ‘The 

laft Canon of the Council of Laodicea, 
| which is the 163 of the Greek Code of 
| the Church Univerfal, forbidding to read 

(72 Churches any other Books than thofe 


y 
7 


which are Canonical, gives #5 wit! 


long Catalogue of theme. Dionyfius Exi- 
: guus, although he hath indeed inferted in 
bis colleion, Num, 162, the beginning of 
the faid Canon, which forbiddeth to read 
: any other Books in the Churches » beides * 
| the facred Volumes of the Old and New 
| Teltament 5 yet hath be wholly omitied the 
| Catalogue, or Lift of the faid Books 3 fear- 
778, as I conceive, left the Tail of this Ca- 
| talogue unught fcandalize the Church of 
Rome, @c. A little after he faith, £4c 
Greek Code reprefents unto us vii Ca- 
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nons of ine jorfe Councal of Conttantino- 
ple, which arein like manner found both 
in Balfamon, andin Lonoras, and alfo in 
the Greek and Latine Edition of the Ge- 
neral Councils, Printed at Rome. The 
three laft of thefe do not appear at all in the 
iLatine Code of Dionyftus, though they 
are very confiderable ones, as to the buf- 
nefs they relate to, whieh is the order of 
proceeding, in palfing judgment upon Li- 
fhops accufed, and in receiving fuch per- 
fous, who forlakin their commuiion with 
‘Hereticks , deft re to be admitted into the 
Church. It is very hard to fag, what fhould 
move the Colleckor to Gueld this Council 
thus: But this I am very well affured of, 
that iw the fixth Canon, which is one of 
thofe he hath omitted , dudwbich teatteD 
of mAs ng of Bifbops ‘accufed: there is not 
he leaft mention made of Appealing to 
R ome; zor of any Referved Cafes, where- 
initis not permitted to any , fave only to 
the Pope, to JHOBE Bifbop : The power of 
bearing and determining all fuch matters 
being bere wholly and abfolutely referred to 
the Provincial Synods, and to their Dio- 
cefans. 

Another inftance which he hath is this, 
After the Canons of Conttantinople, there 
follow iz the Greck Code v111 Canons of 

the 
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the General Council of t “phef u sR ct down 
alfo both by Balfamon avd Zonor 


ds, and 


Printed with the Ads of the laid Council 


of Ephefus, 72 the firft TI of the e Ro 
Utan Baitien : but Dionyfius Exiguus bath 
difcarded them all, &c. Dalle in his 
Treatzfe of ihe Right of the Fathers. Cap.4. 
Pag.45,46547. 

his being true, the Authority of Dzos 
nyfins 18 VETY fimall, relating to the mat- 
ter of the Council of Sardiea. If any 
man hath any thing to fay agaimit it, let 
him; -when he anfwereth this Charge of 
ours, produce what he is able in Detence 
of Dionyf us, astothe points whereof he 
itands geciifed by Daille ; but we proceed 
to Nicolinus. 


GAP. XT. 


Nicolinus bis eld to Pope Sixtus, His 
Abies rep epee 1 Fathers. He beginneth 
toc poufess the Epiftle of Melchiades to be 
dubious, if not altogether a preson st He 

overthrows the Legend about Conttan- 
tines Dozation., 


Hat you may know the Genius of 
the Man alittle better, how much 


he 
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fus by AV. 


colinus, 


oman Forgeries, 
ne was devoted to the fervice of the 
Pope , and how little he valued the Au- 


thority of Councils and Fathers, I have 

thought it meet to give you his Epiffle, 

nd his Adwonitiou ta the Reader, record- 
y 


a 
ed by him in the words following. 


To our Moft Soveraign Lord ; 
Sixtus V7. High-Prieft, ! 


‘It fell out conveniently for me , Moft 
¢ Bleffed Fat! 


® 


led Father, in the Univerfal Joy of 
i 


‘onto the Sublimity of the Apoftlethip, 
‘that in fo great a multitude flowing 
*from every place to honour you, I al- 
‘fo, among the Oldeft Servants of your 
‘Holinefs, had fomething near at hand, 
* which is unworthy neither of the Ma- 
‘{ty of your Name, or Authority; and 
* yet very fit for my Occafions to offer at 
‘your feet, as fuitable to the Office of 
‘my Gratitude and Veneration, It is a 
“new Edition of the Couneils: for the 
‘remarkable addition of two Councils 
“efpecially , the Nicee and the Ephefine, 
“never publifhed fo entire and full, as 
‘now. 

‘For to whom may the Councils of the 
‘Church, aided by the Infpiration of the 


‘rH. Choft, according to the feafonable- 
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j cnefs of various times, for the repairing 
bof her - Shi ip, more fit ly be Dedicated, 
J ‘chan to her Chief Mafter , to whom it 


‘firm them? efpecially him, who is fo 
‘well verfed in all Sch solaftical Difci- 
tines, and Ecclefiaftical Hiftory / 
‘Thave ufed all diligence , according 
‘to my weak ability, {paring no colt, o- 
} ‘mitting no Jabeur ; the mott Catholick 
Sand Learned Divines of our Age, t being 
E aliembled alfo from every Quaiter , e- 
| (pecially the moft Excellent is ther Do- 
* winicus Bollanus , a Noble-Man of /- 
i vice, of the Order of rns never 
“enough commended for his excellent 
“parts; who by his Indultry, Care, and 
‘Learning , was a vait help both to me, 
* and to the Work. 
) ‘And that f may in one word fignifie 
} my ftudy and pains beltowed thereup- 
‘on, leftl fhould feem to draw the Saw 
* backward and forward too often upon 
*“thefame Line, [have taken cate to per- 
)‘ form whatever could be done by one 
‘man, andhea private perfon, that this 
' Edition might come forth from me, and 
i°be offered to you, more Copious and 
|‘ illuftrious than any other Publications 
hitherto {ent abroad: In which I truft, 
“that 


s given from Heaven to oa | and con- 
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‘that asa jult and knowing Judge, you 
‘will d Hifcern {ome Accomplifhment : 
* Wherefore I fuppofeI may affirm, that 

nothing is pervertly } or too concifely 
-exprett ; but : | ul ehings mottrightly and 
“ clearly, as faras was poflible, according 

‘ro their Primitive Candout 

‘ This my Gift therefore, from’which 
‘men may receive fog reat pro! fircand be- 
‘nefit, fince both thofe things that bes 
‘ fore were wanting, ae thofe that have 
‘hictherto-been d ifperfed, may be had to- 
< gether i its and this “Worl k of mine, 
not of lefs coft in Printing (the great 
expences of which may ealily be proved 
by the magnitude of the Volume) than 
jlabour: to which I was not fo much 
refent,, as prefiding 5 earnefily  defi- 
“ring thatit fhould come forth) moft free 
‘from Errour and Faults, for the benefit 

‘ of the Studious a doubt not but ac- 
‘ cording to your'E fumanity, you will 
‘accept it with a willing mind, as fome 
5 “kind of Token of my will to fexvie you ; 
‘even as I defire with allmy Soul, and 
he note ray oe hat your Holinefs may 
‘receive it. Inthe meantime, Holy Fa- 
lex I defire that all things may fail out 
* orofperoufly to your Bleflednefs : And 
‘[ pray, that you may long be preferved 
€ Ht 
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Sin health, a and more plentifully adorned 
‘with Heavenly Gifts, for Atte good of 
‘the whole Ghuréh? Venice vi. Kal. 
‘ Ot0b,. M. D. LXXXV¥. 

Here you fee one of the Popes Old 
Servants | laying aos all the Councils 


at his Holinefs Feet, boaf ting of additi- 
) OnS tothe Niceve i Ep phgfine C oon 
never before publit flied’ afcribing th 


“were enchanted , he cannot” leave , 
pl 


Councils to the Ir {piration of the Holy 
Ghoit; and yeta td ing, for the good of 


the Roman Churc eight and f ifty Ca: 
nons to the as slorious of them all, 
afcribing the power of ¢ calling and con - 


firming ‘Councils, tothe P ope , (paring 
no coft ( though he draws the ieee too 
often upon that point, which as if he 


throughout all the Epifile ) alfifted ; as 
himfelf confefieth, ith 1a confluence of 
the beft Popifh Divines , permitted to 
come forth under the Popes Nofe, with 
all thefe Abominations. By which you 
tay perceive, it is not the work of a 
private Doctor , but the Difeafe of the 
Church of Riotae! 
His Dbegr. oe LeG@ori. 

His contempt of the pane appears 
inhis Prixter to sh Reader: for by one 
of Turrian's Travsfieurations , he covers 

M 


that 
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chat Aceonstion with the Printers Name, 
though too Learned for any Printer; and 
evident enough to be his owe: for he 
the¥e unfoldeth the matter, order and ufe 
of the. W ork, far above a Printers 
reach; and eff ecia ally notes its Corredi- 
ons and Ems BR Oss tous : which he re- 
uceth-to four Heads. | 
1. To theipaler nai of he ih, ww here- 
in Councils were held, and under what 
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liwus else 
in aferibing swn Invention. 


C rtanten C comp uting times 
S ; 6 

bythe Pepes I o long {tanding, 
v “f , 

but arm Artifice taken. up by his 


a 

cee eyes of their 
smuch to the Splen= 
: air, to fee Kings and 
ouncils marfballed under the Re/gaz, as 


it were, of this, and that, and the other 
Pope, down {rom S. Clewent , through- 
outall Ages. But from che beginning i it 
wasnot fo. 

2. To the truth of Hiftory and Adions : 


As when various Authors are often cited, 


either for the confirmation of Sentences, 


orto fiucw the warzeby that is among Wr- 
hers 
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ters, or to viprelend fowe falfity, Guod 
duterdum , parce tatsen , & tieeide ed 
mus. In his Dedicatory Epiftle he told 
the Pope, that he did nothing perverfiy, 
but all pings molt rightly and clearly, as 
far as was polfible , according to their ne 
sitive Candour: As youfee before. But 
here he confeileth, the bufinefs of repro 
ving falfhoods to be a tender work, 
which he went about with great caution 
and trembling. Some he detected , but 
timeroufly and fparingly: he dutft not 
meddle with them all. 

3. Io the con} ‘ubation of fonte comtumsa~ 
CiOUS 6 vd rebellious perfens who lay hold 
on the High ef occaftons , and often ‘times 
refi the plainelt matters , to the dilgrace 


. of tk be H, Reman Church. As when froma 


fliz inh ontention of the African Fa tg 
forcibly conclude agaieft the wery truth of 
the 4s, audihe Faith of the Eirftory, that 
thofe Fathers didnot acknowledge, but re- 
Safe tts Prima wd ever them. in n the B body 
of his Tomes, he citeththe Epittles of 
Boniface and Enlalius , as: Bil Records, 
teltifying the Excommu nication of all 
the African Churches by the Popes yet 
here he calleth it a light contention 
Himfelf wrefteth the plaincft matters for- 
M 2 eibly 
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cibly again{t the very truth of the Ads, 
and chargeth the fault on the Protez 
{tants: Forinthis very place he pretend. 
eththat the African Fathers didnot re- 
fufe the Primacy of Rowe, but acknows 
ledgeits Supremacy, or its Primacy over 
then. Yet is all this but a Copy of his 
countenance, a common flourifh in the 
Frontifpiece of their work For if they 
fubmitted to the Popes Primacy over 
thenz, why fhould they be Excommunica- 
ted? He knows well enough , when we 
come clofe to the matter, that thefe Re-~ 
belliaus Proteftants, and thofe Catholick 
Fathers, were of the fame judgment, and 
acted the fame thing. By way ef provi- 
fion therefore he addeth, that this wasfar | 
from the mind of thofe Fathers, but if 

they iad conceived fe, at wanld have re- 
dounded to their Infamy, and not at ail 
have tended to the leffening of the Supreme 
Authority of the Roman Church, ordained 


Pete prin | ae ; as 
AHA ef ablifhed by God. 


Two hundred and feventeen Bilhops 
inan ancient approved Council,even the 
fixth Council of Carthage, protelted a-— 
gainft the Popes Supreme Authority , to 
their perpetual Infamy 3 as Nicolinus would 
have it: forfhou!d all the Bifhops inthe 
World joyn together , they would but 
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dafh themfelves agai: 

things to their Inf WY ce d there "ga nend. 

This j is the value whic 

the Councils and Tr ae eY i when they 
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ftandin their way : And this Impudence 

comes abro: vd by the confent of Nico/}- 

HUS, < nd the | Pope, without Blufhine. 
His fourth Head is Addition. His E- 


mendations are referred liftlyto Additi- 
on, either by mating thofe 
and entii "€4 that bef pO? re were 771) ev} fe(t and 
weainied: as whe H fe ar 2072 mule ar and naked 


. oo 1 BY falter Ny 
Canows of. the Nicene Council, all the 
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| fuite ; and fourfcore ila turned into 
| Latine cut of an Arabick book brought to 
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out of his own Clofet to prove himfelf 
King cfmupliei If no.bo ody caters mult 
be be] lieved, the verieft Cheat in the 
World muft needs prevail. "Greek and 
Arabick are ttrange amulements 
Book out of the Vatican, 1 pe Matters 
own Caufe; or axother man withott a 
name, that browg bt az Arabick Book to A- 
lexandria, with fourfcore Canons of the 
Nicene @ouncil 2 init, would fcarcely be 
regarded againti the Evidence of the 
whole Worlds efpecially ina matter fo 

upheld by Forgeries, 
wo things there are wherein he ad- 
ventures to bea little cordial ; Licet par- 
eo timide : though feldom 5 and with 


rt. W nett Tidores a Merlin , and 
Peter Crab, and Surins, & “4h vethe E- 
piltle of Wis without any Note of 
its dubioufnels, he conf Ses it can be 
Atelchiaaes , becaufe wtentian is 
wmadethercin of the Nicene Council, and 


of other things that were done after | "Mel- 
chiades Death. 

2. Whereas Biwies laysa Dreadful Re- 
proach upon Consfastine, the farft mof 
Excellent Chriftian Emperour , as if af- 
ter all his Glorious Adts done for the 
Church and State of Chriftendom, he were 
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Roman Forgerieg, 
‘ ceive Difcipline, nor b © adm Onis at 
: cany t time to learn v ae by the punifh- 
ent io Ee Neco ec, But Boned 
; pane 1e Conquerar bei ing adorned with 
‘all kind of Piet ty, together with hisSon 
* Crifpus, the - Emperont beloved of God, 
and inallt things like | his Father, redu- 
‘ced all the-Eaf into his Power, and 
‘brought the Empire of the Romans into 
“ one, at had been of old, and obtain- 
“ed an Univerfal Ki nedom , from the ri- 
‘ {ing of he Sun, to ‘the utmoft borders 
‘of the oft, and te both the other Re- 
‘ gions of the Nort ‘band South, in perfee 
‘ peace: Then the fear of T yranny where- 
with men were before opprefied , was 
St taken away oo the life of 
‘men: then frequent Aflemblies were 
held, and Feftivals KEPt 5 then all things 
‘abounded with gladrefs and joy 5 then 
: ey. that were before Oh a cejccted | 
‘countenance, and forrowful, looked 
= With a ot afant face, ap with joyful 
Seyes.; then Ww we Dances and ‘Hymns, 
“throughout all Cities and Fields, they 
* pre oclaimed firft , that God was may 
‘G Gh and the Higheft King of all 
“next, they magnified the Emperour and 


4 


Cc 


* his Children, moft dear unto God 
‘ Then there was no remembrance of the 
‘ former 


AN N28) ON RNIN _T ae NOM Feast es 


| Ronian Forceries, 
L¢ é “ : ° 
| former evils; then all Impiety was for- 


: 1] 
| _ gotte ; then there was a {weet enjoy- 
| ment of prefent goods, and a joytul 
| expectation of future: “Phen ee 
bi _hot nly the Decrees of the Emperour 
| “ the moft Iluftrious Congrerour, full o 


Hanmanity and Clemer: cy: » | mat his Laws 
| Salfo glorious in Magn ence , and 
|‘ fraugh ht with Tokens of true P1 ety were 


‘pul blith edinall places: So as Petltilen 
“Spot ofall Tyran ny abel pg pu reed ie r 
Sand wholl ly blott: ed out, » Confiantin "e a- 
lone, and his Childre > thenc efarth pot 
ie | fef{le d the He} eim of t the E Empire ory Wh ich 


‘by R ight pertained tothems, it being 
Sm ade fecure by his Authority and Go- 
“vernment , and freed from Aen and 


s their own Record inthe Vatican 
aftifeth Eufebius: and thus Nicolinss 
roduceth it . who alfo defendeth Fufe- 

. tho ugh himfelf holdeth the»D Oita 
iat Q * Conftan ttine firms not difcer: 

v that Hiftery overthroweth the fan ne 
ut Bi intits W HME aw the inconfiftence | 
er, crys out of E Ey ebins fora Lyar, a 
on a becaufe he Gandsin 
Thusail ofthem, here and there 
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ear Hitherto Kufebius Pasphilus , of 
ali Ecclefiaftical Writers moft worthy of 
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Roman forgeries, 
ferve the Fathers : For Exfebses lived in 
the time of Conflantine himfelf, and was 
Honourable inhis eyes: He was Bifhop 
of Cafarea- Cappadocia, and an individual 
Friend of Pamphilus the Martyr, a Father 
in the Nicene Council, and one of thofe 
that difputed there, in perfon, againtt 
Phedethe Arrian: As Binius alfo him- 
felf recordethin the Difputation, extant 
in his Tomes. But of fuch Legendsas this, 


and the Tragical Story of C onflantine, | 


wehave more than good ftore in Popifh 
Writers: As you may fee at large in 
Dr. Stillingfleet his Book of Popifh Cenz- 
terfeit Miracles. 


CAP. XIII. 


The Epzfile of Pope Damafusto Aurelius, 
Archbifhop ef Carthage, commanding 
him to take care, that the Decretals of 
the Roman Bifpops be preached and pub- 
lifved abroad: Wherein the Forgeries of 
the Church of Rome are Fathered on tke 
Holy Ghoft. 


“yAmafus, to bis meft Rewerend Ero- 
% 2 ther, and Fellow-Bifbop Aurelius. 
We have received the Epiftle of your Hok- 
#efs 
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| nefs with due Veneration: Wherein we nn- 

| derfiand. homyour Reverence and Prudence 

| thir fieth , as 7s I . 

: Decrees. Concerning which 4 fair we hawe 
a fowee of thofe whic ” you ad firég. % a rg 
Pe 
| D 


L ; 
oer the A poftolacal 


fj 7? 5 Se 
defire te Jend more when jon fall leua 


i. fi f 


tintous. Tet we babe pafe by none of our 
bb. tg ; mablees the Death of Blejfed 
ster, Prince of the A} pot tles , igen whofe 


¥ 


CC reas me have not fext Jomewh Al ib tO yeu 
E wader our cia Seal by Ammonius the 
Prieft, as AK ad Felix the Deacon Which we 
| both Mefard you “ keep , and command to 
ibe preached and publifhe a toothers; that 
lthey ns vay inviolably be kept with due Vene- 
| ration of all, and inviolably obferued, and 
dilige -atly reverenced by all future Ages. 
| Becanfe the voluntary Breakers of the 
| Canons are heavily cenfured by the H. Fa- 
thers, and condemned by the Hi. Ghoft, by 
| whofe Gift and in jpipation they were difa- 
ted: Becaufe they do not unfitly feem to 
| blafpbeme the H. Ghoft > who being not 
compelled py any eecelfity , but wi villingly 
| (as was before faid’) either do diy thing 
| perverfiy, or prefume to Spe ak againft the 
| fame Holy € Cavons, er coufen st tathems that 
me for fuuch a refumption is wsanifefily 
ne kind of b b i ine the B 1. Ghofe : - Be- 
| caule (as Was eBCH HOB ironed ) spaketh 
againfe 
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ona Forneries, 
againfé bid , by whofe grace and impulfe 
the fante Holy Canons were fet forth. But 
the wichednefs of the Devil is wont to de- 
ceive fini and fo doth very. oftentimes 
delude the imprudence of fome by a fimili- 
tude of Piety, that he perfwadeth them to 
take hurtful things for healthful. 

Therefore the Ryle of H. Canons which 
are made by the Spirit of God, and confe- 
crated by the Reverence of the whole World, 
is faithfully to be kvowa, and diligently ey 
be handled by us; left by any means the 
Decrees of the H. Fathers fhould without 
inevitable necelfity (which God forbid) be 

tranjerefed: but that we walking moft 
ft ith sfuily in tien . eas by their M€erits, 
God affift ting, deferve the glory of a reward, 
and the beap of our labour. 

Thefe therefore being rightly (nahehahiee 
and upore our deliberation brought to the 
kunowled. we of your Churches, it rsof highly 
becometh you to obey she Rules of the fame 
H, Canons , left the’ floth of fome fhould 
make them in ary Mises towalk contrary to 
them. But let your wife ie wholefone 
Dotlrine, which defires you in all things to 
pleafe God, flew thei theft faithfi LFellow- 
workmen in their Thrones, the cobeirs cad 
partakers of the Ceteftial Rimidiie: Dated 
xvi. Kal. Jaz. Gratian aud Cyricius being 
Confuls. ‘The 
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Roman Forrertes, 
| © The clofe of the Epiftle Cif not clear 
| nonfenfe) is very obfcure. The meaning 
| of itis, that Awrelins thould thew mea 
| the Decretal Epiftles of Clement, Anacle- 
| tus, &ec. thofe faithful Fellow-workwen in 
| their Thrones, the coheirs and partakers of 
the Celeftial Kingdom , that are now in 
| Heaven , to the intent they may obey 
| them, and come to the fame Eternal Glo- 
}ry. A goodly defign doubtleis, But we 
| havea crofs Proverb, Woe be to the Sheep, 
| while the Fox Preacheth. ‘Uhis piety in 
ithe Clofeis but the Sheep-skin to cover 
| the Fox, whoneeds not more cunning in 
| Preaching, than concealing himfelf! We 
i have a more facred faying, Iz the Pit 
| which he made for others, is bimfelf fallen, 
And itis not impertinent: for while he 
i chargeth others with the unpardonable 
| fin, himfelf bla/phewes the Holy G! off. For 
ito make the Holy Ghoft the Father of 
| Lies, is (ithink ) to blafpheme him. 
Damafus, we confefs, never made the 
}Epiftle ; but that makes the matter 
| worfe. Some other in Damafus his Coat, 
lis guilty of this accurfed bulinefs; that 
| while he Fathers the Frauds, which bim- 
i felf invented, onthe H.Cholt, hasnot 
| zenoranceto excufe , but malzce to cova 
i lean him, And whether the Forgeries 
| are 
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Roman Forncrtes, 
are not fo Fathered {till onthe Holy 
Gholt, may be a proper Queftion. 23- 
wins, 1 think, was afraid of thefe Epi- 
{tles. 

Nicolixgs in his Printer tothe Reader, 
pretendeth an exact obfervation of the 
time, under what Pope things were done - 
but for once he varies the method , and 
fets thisin the Front of the Forgeries, to 
countenance all, 

He knows them perhaps to be what 
they are, yet clearly owns them. 

There is fome Errour in the date of 
thefe Epiftles ; an ufual Symptom of the 
Difeafe in {uch inftruments. Inftead of 
the xvi. Kal. Juz. Nicolimus putteth it the 
x1. Some hidden reafon compels him, or 
he would never be fo nice: for Cyriciw, 
Siricius a{mall miftake: But the next is 
greater, for Gratiaw, Equitivs. As if 
Dawmafus the Pope could not tell who 
was Conful at Rose when he wrote his 
Letter. 

1 wonder at Damafus for one thing 
much; he tells us of tbe mickedse/s of 
the Devil, who deludes men with a fhew of 
Piety , and forces in that expreflion of 
the Devils perfwading men to take hurt- 
ful things for bealthful fo affeedly, that 
it would make oneto think his Guilt put 
| hing 
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| hin in memory of fuchafaying, But his 
i defies in charcing all that impuenthem 
H pe S j é tJ & ¢y : > 
with t d 
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the Guilt of per/wading mentotake burt- 


I, : pet fs : : (aes % >» <3 7% Pe) Y* OE cn 
fufpition from himfelf. Whatever ‘tis, ne 
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| You may notea contradiction in tne 
| Letter: The Canons of the H. Fathers, 


and Bifhops of Rome, were confecrated 
| by the Reverence of the whole World , and 
| yet upon Aurelins his delire , were newly 
| brought tothe knowledge of the Churches, 
| and now firft ordered to be pubhined and 
preached, 

They paft the deliberation of our pre- 
fent Damafwe before they came abroad, 
| being rightly confidered, and npon due de- 
| Liberation brought to the knowledge of the 
| Churches. Doubtleis they were well 
weighed and what was moti agreeable to 
| the Rowan Chair was pickt out, and che- 


| fen for the purpofe. GAP. 
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CAP. XIV: 


Counterfeit Canous of the Apoftles deferd= 
ed by Binius. d Glympfe of his Preten- 
ces, Sophifiries, and Contradittions. A 
Forged Council of Apofiles concerning 
Tages, defended by Bintus avd Tur- 


rrans 


Everinus Bintus 5 a late Collector of 
S the Councils, is grown fo famous, 
that his Voluminous ‘fomes have. beet 
Printed thrice 5 he is approved by an E- 
piltle of Pope Paul V. inferted amon 
other Inttruments before his Work, and 
fu highly efteemed, that he is exactly fol- 
lowed by Labbe and Coffartius in 17 Vo- 
lumes , and taken in, word for word, by 
the COLLECTIO REGIA, lately pub- 
lifhed by the care of a King in 37'Tomes, 

The reafon why they follow Biz7zs fo 
exactly , the Colledie Regia giveth in 
thefe words, fet next tothe Title-page 
of the Book, for our better information, 
We thought fit to follow the laf collection 
of the Councils put forth by Binius, and 


alluftrated with his Notes; and. to Print 


it wholly, as that which of all others is 
mofe richly fiored. Wherein they. have 
done 


| fes, to juttifi 
| Decre 


| of the Popes api probat ation, with thé o- 
, 
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| when he cometh to 
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Roman Fo2zgeries, 


done Dinius as great Honour asone can 


RIE, 


wellimagine: for it {hews his Notes to 


bethe beft and moft convenient that can 
be gotten in the Church of Rowe, and 
that all the Colleétors fince ( which were 
very many _) have not been able to devife 
better. 

cee it. followeth , that in one 
Werk we may the more concifély treat 
of Binius, Labb ey sedate and the Col- 


lehio Kegia toget es 


I once in fendi to give-you a Copy 


} s i : : ae e 
ther Authorities by which Biniws is ap- 
proved 5 but as the cate {tandeth it slu- 


| pe rHluot ? Ous, 


a Sp 


He pretendeth in Prefaces and Promi- 

It] 1e Canons. sc ouncils,and 

tal Epift , and maketh a glori- 
ousfhew , fetting ae ->m down afterwards 

with great Titles of Splendour and Maje- 

liy 5 in fuch fort,. that a man would take 
them all for Authentick Records: But 

his Notes, he many 

fion, and confeilett 


y 
the tmpolture, But his Notes are Pen’d 
In more ob{care and inconfidera ible Le eft- 


ters, an id thofe his acknowle loments 


¥ AN 
hidden from a Tranféeant Hye im little 
room, 


times deferteth his 
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159 oman Forgeries, 
In his Letter to Paul V. he layeth all 
his Labours atthe Popes Feet. So. that 
we are like to have good on't , when the 
Malefactor (accufed) is made fole Lord 

and Judge of the Witnefies. 

He hath feveral Prefaces to the Rea- 
der, and to Perfons of the Higheft Rank 
and Splendour: in which he pretends to 
magnifie the Decrees and Canons foliow- 
ing, as good Records. 

‘He prefixeth 1fdore's Counterfeit Pres 
face before his Collection. 

Over the Canons of the Apoftles, ina 
Splendid manner, he {ets this Title. 


THE CANLONS 
OF THE 
Hoty APOSTLES 
bo |] WITH. ALL VENERATION 
fe | | TO BE FOLLOWED. . 
YW | According to 
: The Ancient Edition 


O fF 
DIONYSIUS EXIGUUS. 
Aman would think now theré thould 


no more Canons be laid down, than Dia- 
ny fins 


Romats Fozgeries, 159 
| 2yfiws Exiguus kath in his Ancient Editi- 
}on: But as tf he intended to bear the 
| Mark of the Beaft in his Forehead , he 
| puts under this Title ezghty four Canons 
| of the Apoftles , wire Dionyfius hath * 
| but se. Certainly “tis hot well done fo 
to Cheat his Reader with a Lye; but in 
| fome blind Corner or other he will make 
| us fatisfaction. | | 
Over again(t this he puts a Note in the 

| Margin, thus: Francis Turrian, of the 
| Society of Jelus, hath publifhed a ery 
| clear Book iu Defence of the Apoftles Ca- 
| zens. He approveth the Book, yet re- 
| jecteth,two of the Canons which Terriais 
_defendeth: but that is concealed till af- 
jterwards, ty CG: | 

“Tr ishis cuftom, in the top of his Pa- 
ges, Chapters and Margins, eminent and 
/con{picuous places, to put Notes or Ti- 
itles, defending thofe Counterfeit Anti- 
| quities, whick in fome little Glofs hidden 
)in the Text, he really flighteth : For the 
| Potentates of the World, with their 
}Lords and Councellors, not having 
| time enough to fearch into the bottom, 
| may by fuch means as thefe neatly be de- 
ceived; while they think no man fo im- 
| pudent, as in the fame Leaf, to contradic: 
| his pretences, Sothat the very greatnefs, 
| N 2 of 
| 
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of the Crime is their greateft fecurity. 
Another Artifice like this, is that of 

putting the Preface of Dzouyfins Exiguus 
before thefe Tomes of his own, the bet- 
ter to countenance the enfuing Frauds. 
Though Dionsfins were dead 1000 years 
before he wrote them , and never Intend- 
ed, nor thought of the greater/part of 
them. 

But Lyarsare intangled always in the 

Brvyers - what is convenient’ In one’ te- 

{pect, being inconvenient in another. 


T,* 


For. in that his Preface , Dzoy/rus 


{peaking forhimfelf, faith only this: 7# 
ihe beginning we have placed thofe Canows 
which are faid to be the Apofiles, tranfla- 
ted out of Greek: which becanfe the woft 
donot eafily acknowledge , I thought meet 

to acquaint your Holinefs with the fame. 
He doubts them all you fee 5 yet fpeak- 
eth only of hisown fifty, which he hath 
inthe Code which himfelf digefted + He 
does not meddle with thofe that make 
up the number of 4, no more than J/- 
dove and Aserlin dos Wowbeit Binzus’, 
when he. comes to his Notes upon the 
word Caxenes Apotolorune, {peaketh thus, 
{ter his large Copy in three Columns of 
all the 84.. Thefe Canons wade by the Au- 
thority of the Apofiles , awd by T radition 
frone 
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Rome, S&; Peter's Difciple, OTe Gree ak . 


Rome, tranflated eee A Atine, inthe 
| tie of Jultinus the EOP TOU 

|. He does not prove that.Clewent wrote 
| them, unlefs by the. lait Canon, ose 
hath Per we Clerente min it : 
| neither; for that he confe Line 

| Forgery. Dionyfustt that lived 10¢0 years 
| before Big HS, dOES NOt Gavel that Clement 
M vrotet SE 3 ab it rather the contrary : 
nOws Clement 
i could not write thoes all 2 {ince himfelf 
1as see y, and thofe only by Rumour 


lay Binzus himfelf, you will fee pre- 
ifently, rejected fome; and yet here he 
preten ieth the whole number to be 
| written, both by Clement in Gre he and 
| by Diana in Latine: For of all his 
Eialpon its faith bid hele Canons, &c, 


&4 


Clement af Rome; §, Peter's Difciple, 
| rotein Greek, and | Dionyfius Exiguus, 
lan. Abbot in Rome, tranflated them into 
| Lative 5 as if 1t were not faflicient to 
i write a, Lye in the Front , unlefs he clo- 
ifed up ie Canons with a Lye in the 
| Tail. 


le..would be worth 
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| aud Dionylius Exiguus, az Abbot of 
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sonra Forgeries, 
know where they had the 34. which were 
tinknown tothe Ancient Diongfies >. For 
after all this , he feemsto rejed them in 
the paflage following. 

Horum quinguaginta prieres, &c. faith 
he, Only the firfé fifty of thefe\ (the laft of 
which is of dipping thrice in Baptifu ) 
containing nothing but found Apoftolical 
Dodrine, and approved by Ancient Biz 
fhops, Councils, and Fathers, are received 
as Authentich, Cap. 3. Dit. 16. Apd.ac- 
cording to that contmon Rube of the Holy 
Fathers, becaufe the Author of thewm.is 
unknown, they are rightly believed to flaw 
unto us by Apofiolical Tradition. . The re- 
fidue by Pope Gelafius,€an. Sanct, Dilt.15. 
ave accounted Apocryphal:, both. because 
their Author is unknown, as alfo becaufe 
by the 65. aud the laft Cano, it 75 evident, 
that fome of them are craftily put in by 
ihe Grecians, and fome of theut corrupted. 
by Hereticks. 

This patiage deferves one or two re- 
marsxable Obfervatians. | 
4. If the Tradition, of. the Apoftles, 
though committed to writing, .be capa- 
ble of corruption; what fecurity can we 
have of Ohal Tradition, which is far more 
loof rnd Hable to danger? 

‘2. df the Church of Rome were una- 
: ble 
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Loman pansy 
ble to fecurethe ApofilesCaxons trom the 


| Leven'of the Greczazs., anc bother Here- 


ticks’; or fo care lets; as mottoikeep one 


Copy, or Record fincere’s whataflurance 


can we have of her care and ability inthe 
relidue > This fhewsthe weaknefs of thefe 
inconvenient Shifts, and pitiful Antwers, 

But the réafon why fome are received 


4s Autiertick, and others accounte A A+ 


pocrsphai, 1s mott fitto be marked. . The 


| reafon why it is highly to be pre efumed, 


that the firit 50 Canons fliould be Apo- 
{tolical, is, Bec. infe the Author of them is 
anhpowe > ‘And the reafon why: the rel1- 
dueé'are rejected, 1s, Becanfe tae Aut Sor of 
thesis unknown. So that the fgme>rea- 
fon (as Fire hardens Ciay , and foftens 
ill prove contrary things. And 
by reafonins in fuch a Latitude , te will 
be eafié to prove the Sun black, and the 
Sky'a Mojehill. 
Howbeit for thefe oe ns, Gelafius as 


| Ancient gi rejeciet 1 fome of them : 


Bur Binius takes the tibet ry to put his 
judgment inthe other end of fe Scale; 
and outfacing us with a Counterfeit Cle- 
ment, and Pretended Dionsfixs, wi ilbhave 
all But two, to be Authenick Canons - 
All but two; namely, the 65. and tbe laft 
Canon - by which it is evident , that fome 
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af thew are craftily putinby. the Grecians, 
and jome of " thene corrupted by Hereticks. 
Some of them. put.iz,by the Grecians, 
mu({tat leaft be two; and fome. of them 
corrupted by Hexctickas mult at lcalt be 
two more; yet they are all of them, ex- 
cept two, Authentick, 

Let his reafon be what it will, we-ob- 
ferve, 1. Thatthe Church of Rome isin 
a tottering conditien , when a poor Ca- 
nonof Colein thall take upon him to re- 
fel the Sentence of an Ancient Pope, and 
fourfcoreBifhops: for fo many did.Ge- 
fefius ule in difcerning the Apocryphal 
from Gexxzine Books : ; and this Sentence 
was Definitive by a Pope in his Council : 
0 that 2.A Pope in his Council-is not 

Infallible. 2.1 Biwzus beright, Gelafins 
and fourfcore Bifhops did. et rexceeding- 
ly in condemning the Goede of 84 Ca- 
nons, which S. Clement wrote fro #: the 
mouth of the Apoltles. «4 4. Lhe Church 
of Rome is divided, the New and the Old 
Church of Rome are again{t each other. 
‘The New is all. for Additions , and the 
very Apoltl les Ca anons, allowed in Gela- 
16, Wh hich'y Was 1260 years,ago, 
incient, unlefs-more be-ad- 


tim 
abe not-iul 


ded. 
But let us now confider Bixixs his 
| | reafons. 
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preaions. Guta tamen ex his pofterioribus 


| fere omnes preter { readied os duos. xc. But 


| becaufe all thefe latter almoft, befides the 


oe make, claps: it Sophili ic ally 


two forementioned , ave either 0) the As 


thority of the Roman lia » or by whe 


| Decrees of other Councils , or by ibe Sen- 
_tences of fome Fathers , con) fried yi tae 


proved , asis manifeft by thefe our Mare 


tals and Annotations? : (80 that it Pi 


not lightly or rafhly be doubted, whether 


they were taken hence by the Bifhops, Coun- 


| cils, and Fathers, or rather tranflated hi- 
ther, and put bere ont of their Writings: ) 
| Hereupon ihey may and ought rightly vad 
| defervedly all, except th he two excepted, te 
| betaken for Aathentiok 


How perplexed his difcourfe is, Tfup- 


-pofe you fee. His courage fais: in the 


midit, and‘ it becomes thereupon fo 
rough and dificult , that 4 t 1s {earce in- 


| eelliguble, The oc Beatie on oe its Incohe- 
/yenceis esas rarenthetis ( thraft 1 into the 


middle. ) For Bivius orefeeing a {trong 
Objection tothe Difcourfe he was going 


© ° 
Into 


GOs 


he piel tx of his Ar gument; hoping 


| on on, that it would never more be re- 
torted upon him: Which you may ealily 
i fee, both by the Nature of his Areu- 


ment, and by the refolution of his words. 
' b'¢ 
or 
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For his Argument i3°this. ; which if you 
lay afide the ‘Anfwer toit, runs {mooth. 
ly, Almoft all thefe latter Canons, befides 
the two forementioned, ave either by the 
Authority of Roman Bifpops, or the De- 
crees of other Councils, or the Sentences 
of fome Fathers , confirmed and approved 
(:.) herenpon they may and ought rightly 
and defervedly, all except the two except- 
ed, tobetaken for Authentick. Now the 
Anfwer is the Parenthefis in the mid{t. 
Certain Sentences like to thefe: Canons 
are inthe Fathers writings, but fo‘con- 
tained there, that it way wot lightly or 
vafbly be doubted, whether they were taker 
hence by the Bifhops , Councils, and Fa- 
thers, or rather tranflated hither; and 
put here out of their Writings. To doubt 
athing rafhly is nonfenfe ; but it may jutt- 
ly be feared , that thefe Canons are Sen- 
tences pickt out of other Books, and 
packt toa Body , bearing the name of 
the Apofiles Ganons. His Contcience did 
convict him, and he replieth not a word, 
though it bean important confideration 
in the cafe. 

~ But there isa worfe fault in his Zo- 
gicks he argues from Particulars to U- 
niverfals: for having faid\) Fere: omnes 


preter preditios duos, he comes to con- 


clude, 
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clude, Osnes prater predidos duos. Al- 
molt all except two are approved , there- 
| foreall except two are Authentick, 
| Such Tricks as thefe he hath often: 
And fometimes affects an obfcure kind 
of {peaking , on purpofe to blind the 
Reader ; efpecially when he is intangled 
jwithfome difficult Argument: He then 
| Clouds himéelf, like the Cuitle, in hisown 
Fuk, that he might vomit up the Hook 
)in the dark, and i{eape away. 
|. He might have produced a General 
Council, if he pleafed, to confirm all 
the 84 Canons, and that xxder ihe Name 
| of the Apoftles too » which had been more 
| tothe purpofe: but then he muft have 
| confefied the laft Canon of Clemext to be 
|.true, and confequently that his eight 
Book sof Conftitutions, and his two E- 
| pittles, are pert of the Bible; or elfethat 
| the Decree of the Council, conlieming 
| thefe, Was Spurious, OF € eof neceffity, 
that the Pope and Council did err. But 
| he had more kindnefs for the Pope than 
fo, and therefore perhaps let the Coun- 
| cil alone. 
|. He would inure you by his words to 
| believe that Popes are equal to Councils, 
| 


| Becaufe they are, faith he, either by the Au- 
| thority of Roman Bifhops , or other Coun- 
| cils, 
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cils, or fome Fathers confirmed, they may 
and ought to be taken for Authentick, 
Some Fathers.is.a d iwindling expreflion : 
He very well knows that 217 were reject- 
ed together in the fixth Council of Car- 
thage. Homan Bxhops. and other Councils, 
are words of fome weight : But what 
can HD Gouncils do, if the Roman Bi- 
fhops pleale to reject them? The Rowan 
Bifhops, and other Councils, are foput in 
contradiftin¢tion, that the Authority .of 
Rowan Bifhops is {et before that,of other 
Councils: And perhaps the proportion 
being obferved , the Roman Bifhops mult 
be thought as far above ptber Councils, as 
etper Councils above fome Fathers. 

In other places they affirm a Pope with 
his Council to be Infallible: Here , that 
the age Bifhop is a Council Orherwife 
itisnonfenfe to fay, The Roman Bifhops, 
or other Councils. The Roman Bithop 
hatha Council in himfelf: Andindeed it 
is requifite, that he of afl other fhould be 
the greateft Council , when ftanding a- 
lone, he 1s to judge of a Council, and to 
determines even whether an Oecumeni: 
ca! Council fhall be approved , or difap- 
proved. 

This is a Taft of Binius, an Elephants 
Clee , a Scrap of five. large Volumes , ; 
full 
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fall of the fame integrity aad pervertfes 
nef{s, 

The {welling words which they talk 
_ of} approved and difapproved Councils, are 
| alto be underitood, of Councils appro- 
ved, or difapproved by the Roman Bi- 
| fhop. 

From his Canons we proceed to his 
Council: for Bivixs hath a Council of 
| Apoftles too, on a Prodigious Theme / 
| the fetting up of Images. It is but a thort 
one, and hath but one Canon, and that 
-istheezgsth. It isfet forth in this form. 

ANTIOCHENA SYNODUS 

APOSTOLORUM. 

Canon. 8. Ne decipianiur Salvati ob 
| Idola: fed pingant ex Oppofite Diviaan | 
| Humanamque manu AG Aue 1ipermixtawe ie 
| Effigiem Dei veri ac Salvatoris softri Fefu a 
Chrifti , ipfiufque Servorum , contra Idola 
& judeos. Nequeerrent im Tdolis, meque 
tmiles frant judais. 

This isall: and fure it isold, for the 
Latine is very bare, If you conftrue it, 
it fpeaketh thus, but hath no Greek 


Copy: 


| 
| 


| Canon. 8. Let wot the Saved be deces- 


wed 
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ved for Idols : but let them paint on thé 
Oppoftte , the Divine and Humane unmin- 
gled Image of the true God. andof our Sa- 
viour Fefus Chrilt, made with hands, and 
of his Servants. Neither let thea err in 
Idols, nor be nade like the Jews. 

The firft Authority he hath to prove 
it, is the 2 Niceze Council , 800 years 
almoft after the Apoftles. And he’ col- 
Jecteth it thence by a blind conjeGure, 
not by any evident Affertion of theirs, 

Belides this he citeth one Patphilws, 
who teftifieth that he found it in Origer’s 
Study, as errian faith againft the Wii- 
ters Of ALagdenburg. So that all this ett 
eth tipon Txrriaz, animpudent Corrup: 
ter, asthe World hath’ any. Where we 
firlt oblerve, that Origex had no’ Images 
himielf, neither adored any. 2. That [- 
mages were forbidden in the H. Scrip- 
ture, efpecially in the Old Teftament; 
3. Lhe Apoftles were wont to allure the 
Jews, and not to offend them. To the 
Jews , faith S. Paul, Z became asa Jew, 
that Imight gain the Jews. Whereas to 
fet up Images, was the only way to drive 
them out of the Temple. 4? That allo: 
ther Councils, Nice , Conftantinople, E- 
phefus, Chalcedon, Arles, Eleberis, Antioch, 
Laodicea, Sardis, Jerufalem, Alexandria, 
Rone, 
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| Rome, &c.. during all the time of 800 
years, were filent of this Apoftolical 
| Canon, 

| Concerning which, I befeech you to 
/confider further: 1, Phat admitting it 
were in the 2 Nicevxe Council, that was 
an Idolatroas Council , addicted to Fas 
bles, and full of Forgeries; for which ie 
is yejected sby all the knowing and foun- 
der part of the World. 2. The Apotiles 
were not ebeyed in this Commandment, 
ineither in their own Age, nor in divers 
| Ages. after. 3. Binius himfelf feemeth 
‘confcious of its unfoundnefs, for he put- 
teth it not among the Councils of the A- 
poftles, which are before their Canons 
altogether, but in another place ftrag- 
ling by it elf, in bis own Notes, and after 
the Apoftles Canons. 4. Since the Apo- 
iftles wrete in Greck, this 1s rendered 
fafpitious by wanting a Greek Gopy. 
es, No Collector produceth one word be- 
fides himfelf, in the whole Circuit of the 
firft400 years, onthe behalf of Images. 
6, The Fathers unanimoufly write againit 
Images in the Church of GOD. 7. Yoy 
| may perceive by the dulnefs of the Senfe 
‘out of what Storehoufe this Fragment 
-came., andby the horrid incongruity of 
ataking a Divine and Humane Inage vn- 
mingled 
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minglea with hands: Lhe Divinity and 
and Humanity being Natures infinitely 
diftant, cannot be painted in the fame 
Picture. But for want of a better , this 
Mutty Evidence mutt ferve the turn. 


CAP. XV: 


Of the Pontifical Falfity F athered upow Da- 
mafus, Bz/bop of Rome, An. 397. How 
the Popifh Collectors ufe it as their Text, 
pet confe{s it to be a Forgery full of Lyes 
and contradictions. | 


‘He Liber Pontificalis is a Legend fo 
{tufled with Lyes, that the very Title 
of it isnotorious: The very firft Infcrip- 
tion of the Book mifcarries ; not fo as to 
need, like the former Counterfeits, either 
thofe of the Apoftles Canons, or their 
Council, or the Preface of Iidore, a long 
Circuit of Deductions to prove the For- 
gery 3 Binins, Labbe, and the Colegio 
Regia, immediately confefs it. It begin 
neth thus. 3 
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DLHE BOOK.OF POPE 5, 

Fron Pope Veter domuz to P ope Ni- 

| cholas S of ‘that. Name tke 20a 722 
f- 


which heir Aks are dofe (cribed : 
The Ads of the fiefe Neo ue Pope 
oa 
Wamatus ¢ The reff t by other“ Arcient 
Men, and * worthy of ¢ if a 
Upon this Title Bizixs,noteth, Hujus 
Fanci okie 
libri Pontificalis Damafus Auor zon els 
1 ee. Damatus x not tie Autoor of this 
| Pontific al: but rather it « patched up 
\fipo divers Authors + as # ray L 
| by this; that alive toft in every Popes Life, it 


|contams things frgntz hie wy sith bi CHL Al 


€ 
Ard fo no account canbe given of Things 
and Writings clafhing with one anothers 
| And for this he cites Barovins, av. ch rift. 
| 69. 20. 35.An. 248. 2a. 16. C17. Anton. 
| Poffewin. Apparat. Sac. on the word Da 
| jseatias 
| «Now a ma n would expect he fhould 
! lay afide the Book, and refu to make 
| ufe: of fuch'an Barbus Pamphlet : But for 
| want of a bettet he takes it in, as his moft 
i Learned Companions do; and fo they 
Jlabour a ll under the miferable Fate of 
| making a Forgery , the Text upon which 
I their Notes and Volumes.are the Com- 
| mentary. 
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Cunning 
honeft 
men, like 
Merlin’s 
Printer. 
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It is mect before I paf$, to make fome 
uf of what is given us: for Obfervation 
is the Life of Hiftory, Refiexions digeft- 
ing the Objects that are before us, and 
tu rning them into nourifhment. 

What is here faid, concerneth not a 
Page, but a whole Book, ftuffed with 
Legends, and Lives of Popes. 

Ie was fet forth asa Book made by Da- 
~afus, a Learned, Grave, and Ancient 
Bilhop of Rome, that his name might give 
colour and Authority to the fame. 

Becaufe it could not be believed that 
Damafus fhould write of Popes that fol- 
lowed after he was dead , part of ttisa- 
{cribed to other ancient men, and worthy 
of credit; naming no body, for the grea- 
ter Reverence, and fhew ef Antiquity, 
and the more pious eftimation ef -un- 
known perfons. 

How ancient, and how worthy of cre- 
dit they are that ufe fuch Cheats, and 


Sometimes Forgeries are thrown upon 
the Grecks and Hereticks: but here is 
one made and compiled by the more Fa- 
mous fowmans. 

Binius knew it tobe aForgery by the 
batene(s of the Stile; Confarcizatus eft, 
tt 


tt was pate p. t is his wor 

Metaphor tem lying, the Taylors were 
but Baechibrs that mac Soom secondly, By 
the contradictions that are in 1, he knew 
they were divers Au hare , becaufe they 


jangle, and cannot SS, The parts of 
it are {o irreconcileab! 
he 


e, that the Story 
rill by no mean to Seether. 

a fe is aVein yes, reaching from 

S. Teter to Daw. val and from Da wn afies 

to Nichelas 1. conti ain in ¢ the Lives of a- 

bove Ico i oat from S, Peter tothe year 

860. 

About the time of th is Nichole +. the 
Popedom was exalted above the Clouds, 
and was (of hope ity) to ) be fecured } she 
‘ evil means, asit was gotten: When] 

the Witch ae Endor’ raifes up Seon! in 
the good old Dawafus, to tell the World 
that Pefer wasa Prince , and ail his Suc- 
ceflors Vxiverfal Heads of the Catholick 
Church. 

Nicholas 1. began to fit about 50 years 
after the death of Hudriaz 1. the P ‘ope 
that is fufp ei d-by usito be the Father of 
the F ‘orgette So great an Impreffion 
therefore bene made by the Publication 
of Ifdore , a] ttle be fore, it was thought 
good to follow the Blow by this # ontifr= 
eal anda more ancient Father than 7/7. 
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onan Topgertes, 
dore mutt lise wakened out of his duft 
to juitifte ye a. For as Light anfwered 
Light in Solowous Buildings , fo do the 
Lives and /etters of the Popes; their 
Livesin the Pontifical, and their Letters 
in the Decretal. : 

The Artifice a ews conyraee and 
the defign of it a deep and hidden Cor- 
re{pondence. 

The World has been cheated for fo 
longa time, by the attempt of wicked 
and deceitful men. 

Peter Crab, CarranZa, Surins, Nicolz- 

wus, the Elder C émipilers of the Coun- 

cils, ufe it bole nnd freely , without 
warn ing their Readersto fut fect i it, or 
confefling it ro be a Forgery; though 
Binius, and he lait Compilers, upon ne- 
ceila ry Convittion are forced to doit, 

Ifidore-and MM ferlimn have it notat all: 
we may jultly wonder therefore where 
pace latter Collectors got it. 

he Forgery is not aati mean mat- 
ters, ob it things moft Sacred, the Rights 
of i »Church, and the Souls of men. 

Here the Papifts are detected by their 
own confeflion; and he that 1s once ta- 
ken, is {till fuff rect ed. 

The Works of Darknefs are feldom 
difcovered, fo that more are committed 
than are known. All 
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All thefe Forgeries that are now ace 
knowledged , did pals about 2co. years 
agofor good Records , excepting fome 
perhaps that were (ince invented: And 
if thelafttwo Ages brought fo many to 
light, an Age or two mote may, t throve eh 
Gods ble fling, accomplifh Wonders. 
The Secular {tate and fecurity of the 
Pope, w | oi his Adherents, w eo Biniws 
in his Epiftle to aes PaulV. calls Honor 
Co Anon entuin Ecclefie , was the end of 
all. ind if men excogitate Titles to 
Crowns, and patch up Genealogies with 
fome Flaws, yetferviceablec enough with 
the help of a Lo ng Swol rd the na Chait 
fo Politick 1s able to do it more neatly, 


having had the {trong Holds of the 


Church fo long in their Pha ns 
Now we {hall note fome few of thof 


many Errours that are.in the Pontifical 5 
which, though it bead eye circum tance 
tohavefucha Text tog! geste is the Ba- 
fis of their Difcourfes , aid the Rule of 
their Method, both in the Popes and 
Councils. It beginnetl h thus. 


Peter the blef led Apofile, AU dA Prince of | 


the Apofiles the Son of Jolin, of the Pro- 
Vinee of Galilee, of the Ci ty Bethfai la, the 


Brother of Andrew , fate iz the Chair of 


Antioch feven years. Inthe end it telleth 
O 3 us 
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us how long 5S. Peter Keigned, jult twenty 
fiveyears , iwo wd soneths, and pes days. 
Biniys tells us wi th the confent of Baro- 

wins , it was rather twenty four years, 
Gan moneths, an id eleven day S. 

The Pontifical faith, Peter mas A4ar- 
tyred with Paul onthe fame day: Though 
Prudentins and S. Augufiine fay, It was 
not the Jame year. Binius reconcijeth 
them, They were {lain the fame day in- 
deed, but not thefame year: Therefore 
fay we, Petcr was not Martyred with 


Phe Pontifical fays, It was 38 years af- 
ter the P. ffior 2 OF ONT Lord. ore truly the 
35. 4a ith Binius, zz the 12 year of \Nero, 

and the 6 9 a fter nie Birth o of Chrift. 

S Peter's Dads we isthe Patron and Bul- 
waik of the Roman Church; and there- 
fore inferted like a Shield in the Front, 


big 


iNext his Notes onS. Peter's Lite . Binius 
inferts the e Treatife of the Rowan Churches 
Primacy, Ex antiquo Codice: out of ax 
C/d Book, without any name at ail: 

Which puts me in mind of the Gibeouites 
old Bottles, clouted Shoses , and mould 

Bread , and tne notable Cheat which 
thereb by they put on she Dfraelites. All 
is Old and Ancient in the Church of 


t ? 


Rowe: and this O/d Book of the Prima- 


| 


| Pope Peter 
ealled hin 


. 
4 
} 
| 
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I cy fet before the Councils accordmg to 
| the Rules /f Art, becaule the End is to 
| be propotéd betaneihe e Aleanrs. 


ane this ue Treatife of the Primacy, 


| he yor OS. Linu 5, Pape ail LV Martyr: 


fed. to call him Pope, aSWe ‘il as 
} if his s Conter potaries 
mio, Dut pecaufe the Modern 
Aap will not fit vel on the pretene 
Popes, unlefs it be gi 0 S. Peter 
es <a} Bifhops of that See. And ever 


and anon he begins with a known Lye in 
| fags oe z * 
} the oo of the Chapte r., rormany fet by 


it fel£; Lake more plea alingly to take the 
eye, after the manner Of a . Pitle, Ex Li- 


bro pont cali Damalt Papas 
OUT OF THE PONTIFICAL OF 
POPE DAMLASUS. 
This courfe he continues sfrom Life to 
| Lifethroughout ail the Popes, fofar a 
the Pontifical lafteth , intermising the 


Decretal Epiftles firft, and the “athe Coun- 
cils, in the Lives of ithe feveral | Popes : 
orto ule his form, under the Po; ein why ofe 
Life they happened. And all his To ves 
being moulded into that form, it makes 
every Popefeem, to him that is not a- 
ware of te fetch , the Supreme over all 
Councils fromt he be oti ng: And with 
this Method he al ways. goeson, Ex li- 
O 4 br re] 
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as in S. Peter’s. Asin example. 
Linus fate eleven years, thr eo. mag ret hs 

and trel foe $e faith the Pontific: 

BT ith, Lt was eleven jears , iwo 

Pape a a4 twenty three Gate A days 

differenc ¢, where the exactnels is pre- 


tended to whe fo great , fhews all to be 
Counterfeir. 


He faith, Cletus fatet twelve Pears, gue 


wmoneth, fe ana days: Binius-rails on 
need for the milta ke 5 though he agrees 
with him in the ma‘n, “that | Linus ave Cle 

tus fate Jone twenty Ladi ‘ee years between 
Pe ter azd Clement. So that on this .acz 
count, S. ‘James was dead above 27 years 
before S. Clement (who wrotea Decictal 
Foiftle ie hi) came to the Chair: For 
before he wa s Pope he might write’ an 
Epifile, but not a Decretal Epifzle. 

Cletus (faith | Biniws) was by 8, Irenaeus, 
Jon: atiu S, and & Eu fe ius, c CAL led &¢ Anac cletus, 
yeh: Barontus thinks was a hs AS a~ 
wong the Greeks, occ afioned by the Errour 
of Writers eo Libraries. What. fhifts 
a4 man be driven.to bya cehpelats 


i 
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Caufe! Three of the beft and moft Ans 
cient k'athers were cheated with the Er- 
| rour of Writers and Libraries , cc neern- 
| Inga mans Nawe that was alive , either 


Qs 
long before, or together with them- 
felves. S. Irenens and Iguatius are ex 
tren rely edi it.  Fenatiws lived beeice 
Anacletys as Bithop of Rome, much 
more be ‘het “hi Name was put into Li- 
braries , and much more yer, before it 
could be corrupted there by the wifzake 
of Scribes and Writers. But fuch Errours 
oj Writers and Libraries ave a good hint, 
how capable they are of chem, and how 
much the Church of Rome is acquainted 
withthem. 
Biniuvs is at laft terribly provoked NY 
withthe nonfenfe of the re vate cal: for Hh 
whereas it faith, Cletus was inzthe ( ae iN 
| rows the feventh Confulfkip of Vefpafian, 
Aa | fift of Demitian, to the ke o6 Do. 
mitian, azd the Confilfhip of k ufus 3 that 
is, from the 78 year ot Ch Drift, to the 8s 
Binis \peaking as if he were prefent, 
takes him up fmar ily , Errorem igitur Er- 
rori addis, gi 4 tis hujus Pontificalis Au- 
thores, &ZC Co W hoe Ver thou be that art the 
Anthor of ibis Pontifical thou addef? Er~ 
rourtoErrour: For 4, Cletus began to [rt 
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year of C Avift , bow did he ixemediately 
fuce eed Linus, dying. as thoufaidft, 792 the 
49 year of Chrift, Capito ana Rutus being 
Confuls ¢ How wilt thou excufe a 9 years 
Interregnum inthe Chair, made only by 
thy Authority contradicting it felf? How 
fayeft thou that Cletus fate twelve years, 
whofe continuance thou doeft circum|cribe 
by two Confulfbips, in the {pace of 7 years 
difkant from therfelves € How, which is 
more intollerable and abfurd, doeft thou 
fay, that Clement fate from the Conful- 
frp of Trachilus and Italicus, eves tothe 
third year of Trajan which is from the 
zo gear of Chrift tothe 102. and foto have 
adminifired the See 33 years, whom in 
his Life shou affiruzeft to havecontinued on- 
ly 9 years 2 Thus far Biriws. 

When Cate faw the Southfayers falu- 
ting one another in the Reman Market- 
place, he faid, I wonder they can forbear 
laughing, to think how delicately they 
cheat the people! Heace therefare , faith 
Binius, C Reader, thou mayefi perceive on 
what Rocks he fhall dafh, whofoever fhall 
fuppofe the writings of this Book to be ta- 
hen up upon Truft , without any Ingquifiti- 
on! Yet when the fit is over, un the very 
next line, héis atitagain, THE LIFE, 
EPISTLES, AND DECREES OF CLE= 
MENT, 


together > What have a ho ars to do in 

| fofcandalous a kellows Cds pany ? Why 
| of all E Bo ase; in the W« nid d othey take | 
| this to follow > All of them from ee 
| Crab to the Oe Al “he gia se = OW a 

not the Grave, Sincere , and ieee de 


| } DAMAS aI 


AD VEE WETS de ee 


soma Ioweries, 


/MENT, EX LIBRO. PONTIFICALT 
P. -The Pontifical is Cairefh_ ) 
.afcribed to Dansafus: For Friends may 


we 


quarrel, without fall ish out eternal ily. 
| But if they are fo angry 


vhat make they 


| Why not atrue Record? W hy do ae 


| chufe a Counterfeit 


fo full of 1 big and 


contradidions> it 1s the higheft Syn mp- 


| tom of a deadly caule, that they take 


Matter, 


fuchaFellow to be y el wits to write 


their Text to glofs on, their Guide 
to follow. For all si orols miftakes 
are comin Saerail within the compafs of 


fome 30 or 4c lines, in four Lives fag one 
hundred and boc : And in every Life al- 
moft throughout, they are exercifed in 
thefame manner. If this be the beft Re. 

cord they can find for the purpofe , and 
all their Antiquities be like this, they are 
as mouldy and rotten as can well be de- 
fired. 
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CAP, XVI. 


Of the Decretal Epifiles forged in the 
lames of the firft holy Martyrs and Bi- 
fhops of Rome. The firfé was fent ( as 
they pretend) from S. Clement, by 8.Pe- 
ters order, to S. James the Bifhop of 
Jerufalem, fevex years after he was 
dead, and by the beft Account 27. 
S. Clements Recognitions a confeffed 
Forgery. 


O {tumble in the Threfhold is O. 
minous: Hf the firft of all the De- 
cretals bea Forgery, 1tisa leading Card 
to the refidue. 
Binius his Title, and the Text of the 
Pontifical, is reprefented thus, 
THE LIFE, EPISTLES, AND DE: 
CREES OF FOPE CLEMENT I, 


Out of the Poxtifical of Pope 
DAMASYVUS, 


He madetwo Epiftles that are called Ca- 
nonical. This wan, by the Precept of 
S. Peter, uzdertook the Government of 
the Church; as by ‘Jefus Chriff our Lord 
the Chair was committed to biw. In the 
Epiftle which he wrote to S. James, you 


foal 
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Roma Forgertes, 
frall find after what manner the Church 
‘was committed from 8, Peter. Linus and 
‘Cletus are therefore recorded to be before 
| hia, becaufe they were made Bifbops by the 
| Prince of the Apofiles ee and ordaiz- 
jed to the Prieftzlike Office before Lime. 
NO 1 1S} 
( After the Method of Binius. } 
| Hemade two Epiftles called Cioaical: a 
| Thefe words are adapted to the 84th Ca- 
non of the Apoftles, where two Epuitles 
of Clement, and hiseight Books of Ordz- 
nations , aremade parts of the Canont- 
cal Scripture. 

In the Epi(tle which he wrote to 8. james. | 
Here the Pontifical openly vor ucheth his 
|Epiftle to S. James; which Bizias atter- 
wards tells you was written to Szeon. 

f the Pontifical be right , Binius Was O- 
peiikeric infaying, thena ime of S. James 
icrept by corruption into the Title of the 
‘Epiftle, for that of Siweox. The Tales 
do not hang together. 


f 
7} 


ithe Apoftles, &c. | You underttand he 
Ichat S. Peter out of his fuper alain 
icare for the Church, made three Bifhops 
lof Rowe in his own life time: So that 
|Ronte had four Popes at once, S. Peter, 
S. Clement,S. Linus, andS. Clete Some 
think 
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They were made Bifhops bythe Prince si e 


Roman Forgettes, 
think that Lizas and Cletus were.S. Clea | 
weeni’s Adjutants in External Affairs: 
Some, that they fucceeded each ether in 
order: Some, that they prefided over 
the Church together. Some fay , that. 
Clement out of modelty refufed the 
Chair , till he was grown older -belike. 
It is a world to fee, what a variety and 
puzzle they are at in this matter: ~The 
confulion f{pringeth from two caufes: 
The firft is the obfcurity of the State of 
Rome in the beginning : The fecond is the 
ignorance of the Forger that madeS.C/e- 
ment s Letter to S. James: For happen- 
ing fo heedlefly todrather icon S.Cle- 
ment, he has madeiall the Story inconve- 
nient. S, Clement faith not one word: of 
refuling the Chair in his Epiftley nor of 
Linus and Cletus coming between him 
and it; buat witha very fair Hy pocritical 
thew,pretendeth in his EpiltletoS. James, 
that he was chofem by. S. Peter, and fuc- 
ceeded him accordingly. Whereupon, 
they that will havethis Epiftle to bea 
ceood and true Record, are forced of ne- 
cefiity tofay, that $.Perer did himfelf 6r- 
dain Clement, though they very well 
know that Linus and Cletus 5 OF Anacle- 
tus, were both in their Order Bithops 
betorehim: For a fure Token, either 
that 


aT 


SS 
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ota Sormreries, 
that the Church of Rowe was little cgn- 
fidered in the dawning of the Golpel, or 
that their ignorance marred her Officious 
Impoftors, nothing 1s more obfcure and 
doubtful than the order and manner of 
her firft Bifhops. The Pontifical under- 
takes to reconcile all; and does it lucki- 
ly, were it not that it contradicts it felts 
For he faith of Clement, that be under- 
took the Government of the Church dy te 


| precept of Peter And yet of Linus and 


Cletus it faith, they are recorded to be be- 


fore him, becaufe by the Prince of the A- 
| poftles they were made Bifsops before bine. 


Bethat a contradiction or no, it was 
neither Linus nor Cletus it {eems, but Cle- 


-mentowho writ the Epiftle to S. James 


about the death of Peter. / 

He made imuny books. | Biniks upon 
thofe words obferves,that before his Epis 
fleshe wrote the Conftitutzens of the A- 
poftles;&c. He did not make, but write 
the Apoftles Canons in Greek, &c. It is 
much he did not make them, forthe Co- 
rowis of them, as Nicokuus calleth it,hath 
by we Clement in it; and for ought I 
know a ope that hath the fulnefs of 
power Apoftolical, may make Apottles Ca- 
nons at any time. It is an odd obferva- 
tion, He did not make, but write the Apo 


| files Ganous. Among 
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ontin Forgeries, 

Among his other Monuments (faith Bi- 
nius) there arc ten books of the circuits of 
Peter 5 which by fome are called, The Ita 
nerary of Clement, by others his Recagni- 
tious: Which fince they are fiuffed with 
Loathfome Fables, avd the Fathers ab- 
fiained from the ufe of thew, as Gelafius 
alfoin a Roman Council rejethed thew for 
Apocryphal, all wife wen will advifedly 
abjtain from reading then. It is aTradi- 
tion, that Clement left the Rite of offer- 
ing Sacrifice to the Church of Rome i 
writing. It is reported alfo, that many 
pieces are falfiy publifhed under the Name 
of Clement. 

Forgeries are ( yourfee ») thick and 
threefold in the Church of Rowe = but 
this of Clement’s Itiverary, which B- 
wivs ciiwadeth all men from reading, e- 
ven ten Books, Cum infulfis fabulis res 
ferti funt , fince they.are fiuft with loath= 
fowe Fables, I detire you to take {pecial 
notice of; becaufe this Confeflion of his 
will difcover him to be either a falfe man, 
or a Fool. It.is a delicate Snare, and 
will detect S. Clement, and S. Biniys to- 

her. | 
As tor Biaiws, who defendeth the firfé 


Epifile of Clement to $. James fora good 


Records if he did read the Epiftle. and 
5 tr 9 
note 


\Lwas jate, again he fpake ee bins Wit 


Th 
a 


Loman Forgertes, 


note what he read, he was a falfe man 
\for defending it againft his Judgment 
and Confcience. He that fomortally ha- 
ted the Itinerary of Clement, could not 
but know the Epi/fleto be Forged, if he 


read it with any diligent obférvation- 
If he trufted others, he was an unwife 


‘man, to be fo confident in maintaining 


it, upon the revort of thofe that read and 
tranfcribed it tor him: For their jnad- 
vertency hath deceived him, 

For S. Clement himfelf ¢ if that Epi- 
{tle be his.) owneth the Forgery of 


|S. Clement's Itinerary, which Binins fo 


extremely abhorreth, It muft needs bea 


| Forgery therefore, becaufe in this cafe, 


nothing but a Forgery can defend a For- 
gery: no Author (if a Saint ) acknow- 
ledging thofe Forgeries for his, which he 


never made. 
After along Oration which S. Clement 


|fendeth toS. James , in that Epiftle out 
of S. Peter's mouth, concerning the Diss 


nity and Excellency of the Roman C hair, 
he has thefe words, (beaking of §, Peter, 

When he bad faid thefe shines iv the 
wilt before them all. he put his hiax As oH 


Iy4 9 y ea , ; 
me, and compelled meCwearied with thames 


facednefs) to fit in bis Chair. Ava wher 


éA 
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150 Woman Fozgertes, | 
to me: Ibefeechthee , o Clement, before | 
all that are prefent, that after (as the 

__ Debt of Nature is) £ have ended this pre- 
She fent life, thon wonldft briefly write to 
pout the James, the Brother of our Lord, either 
Lineraly. thofe things that relate to the beginning of | 

thy Faith , orthofe thoughts alfo which bes 
forethy Faith thou haft borw, and after 
what fort thon baft been a companion to 
me from the beginning, evento the end of 
my Journey, and my Ass and what, be- 
iug a Solicitons Hearer , thow baft taken 
fron me difputing through all the Cities 5 
andrvebat,in all my preaching, was the or- 
der either of sy words or adions : as alfo 
what End fhall find mein thisCity, as I 
faids call pings being (as thou art able ) 
briefly conprekended, lerit not griev? thee 
to deltine ni to bias Neither fear, that he 
willbe nuch grieved at my Endy, frace he 
will xot doubt but IT endure it for piety. 
re | | But it willbe a event folace to him, if Le 
y | foall learn, thatwo unskilful man, or un- 
| learned, and ignorant of the Difcipline of 
a Ecchfiaflical Order 5 and the Rule of Do- 
Wi rine, hath undertaken my Chair: For he 
Wi knows, ifan unlearned or anuuskilful man 
take upon hin the Office of a» Bottor with- 
ont., toe Hearers. and. Bileiples being in- 
volued in a Cloud of Jenorauce, foall be 
dvoxvucd in defirucion. Ww here- 


re 
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Woman Forgectes, igt 
Wierefore Liay Lord James, when I had 
Feceived thefe precepts fron hin, held it 
neceffary to fulfil what he commanded, in- 
| forming thee both concerning thefe things, 
and briefly comprehending , concerning 
thofe, which going through every City, be 
either uttered in the word of preaching, ot 
wrought in the vertue of his deeds. Though 
concerning thefe things I have fent thee 
more, and more fully defcribed already, at 
his command, under that very Title which 
he ordered io be prefixed; that is, Cle« 
mentis Itinerartum, The Itinerary of 
Clement, wot the preaching of Peter. 
In thefe words he telleth us, how S.Pé- 
ger taking his leave of the World, placed 
| him iz 6% Chair, and by that Ceremony 
inttalled him inthe Epifcopal Throne in 
the prefence of them all : What a chargé 
he gave him in that moving circumftance 
of time, juft before his piercing and bit- 
ter Paflion, to write to S. James; How 
he ordered him to make an Itinerary of, 
his Circuits throughout the World , and 
furnifhed him at the fame time with the 
Matertals ani Title of the Book; The I- 
dinerary of Clement, not the preaching bf 
Peter. S. Peter's mOdefty (as is tobe fuy\- 
poted ) giving the Honour of the Title, 
not to himfelf that was the Sabje ; bue 
Beh te 
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tothe Author: How S. Clement, accord- 
ing to this commandment, had fent to 


S. James , not only this Epiftle, but the - 


Book it {elf long before it; wherein the 


curneys andthe AGs of Peter were more 


fully defcribed : And the great care which 
S. Peter took, left the dead man fhould 
be grieved, by the Solace he provided 1n 
the Tydings fent unto him , concerning 
the perpetual certainty of Skz/fulne/s and 
Learning in allhis Succetiors, fecuring 
at once both the Church, and his Chair, 
is very remarkable. All chefe things, out 
of the very Bowels of the Epiftle, dif- 
grace the Chimera’s of Brzins and 7mrri- 
av. For what Saint being well in his 
Wits, would tell the World, that S.Peter 
commanded himto make a Forgery , nay 
a putid Forgery, fluffed mith loathfon 
Fables! S$. James his Name 1s over and 
over in the body of the Epiitle, not only 
in the Title. The Epiftle was not fent 
to S. James by a Figure, but it plainly 
tells S. James, that he had fent him the 7- 
tinerary before; which confifting of tea 
books, mutt be fome confiderable time af- 
ter S$. Peter's Death in making, {ome time 
in going from Romegto Jerufalem, and 
{ome time muft be fpent in coming back 
with the Anfwer, that certified him of 
i S. James 
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S. aM, his receiving it. After all which, 

this new Letter was written to 5S. James, 

impertinently giving him an account of 

the fame bufinefs: And yet ali this while 

S. James was dead before S. Peter. For 

as Binius obferves , S. Peter was put to 

Death in the thirteenth year of Nero, and 

S. James in the feventh. 

| The Compiler of this Epiftle , finding 
S.Clement's Itinerary extant inthe World, 
feveral hundreds of year ‘s before him@lf, 
and being not aware of its unfoundnefs, 
took it up as a good Record , and fo 

tted the Epiftle and Fableto the pur- 

pote i in hand, being himfelt cheated with 

| a Forgery, asmany othersare, and not 

expecting tobe detected fo clearly, as it 

| hath fince happened, 

But to make the matter more abfurd, 

| they have a fecond Letter to S. faxes, 

| De Sacratis veftibus, vel vals. Wherein 

| be divides the Priefikood (as Pixs in his 

| Decretal afterwards docs} into three US 

| Orders, of Presbyter, Deacon, and AGini aN 
féer = Wich what defign I cannot tell, un- bs 

“lef he would have us think the Pope the 
only Gifiop. Wherein he alfo takes care 
about the Lords Body 3 orders rhe Prie 

| with what Ceremony of Faftiwg and Re- LN 

| vereace it {hall be confamed: Gives Com- i> 

ten mands mh 


* Clerks. 


SN ee 
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mands about the Pall; the Chazr,the Casz- 
dlefiick, andthe Vail: {peaks of the Al- 
tar, the Worfhép of the Altar , the Door- 
keepers, the Vails for the Gates, the co- 
vering of the Altar,&c. As if there were 
{tately Temples, Attires, Ornaments, and 
Utenfils , in thofe early days of poverty 


Perfecution, when a Den or a Cave was 


both Savéxary and Temple. Among o- 
ther things, he orders that no man fhould 
through ignorance believe a dead man 
ought to be wrapt in a * Fryers Couly, a 
Novel, fuperftitious Errour, All which 
he {peaks ont of the mouth of S, Peter, 
whem he calls the Father and Prince of 
the Apofiles, In the end of the Letter, 
he denounces a Curfe againft all them 
that will not keep S. Peter’s Command 
ments. Sothat Peter's Name, and Peters 
Authority , is ufed for every thing ap- 
pertaining to the Chair, and all the Apo- 
{tlesto be ordered by S. Peter’s Succef- 
fors, as S. James the Brother of our Lord 
was. 
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Of Higinus avd Pius, as they are repre= 
Wenisidin the Pontifical; axd of a no- 
table Forgery in the xame of Hermes: 
Where you have the Tefizwony of an An- 
gel, concerning the Celebration of Ea- 
fter, cited by xo body, while the matter 
was in controverfte. 


Feiuns | fate, faith the Pontifical. aa 
iat years, three moneths, and four a days. 
inius faith , He sate four years, except 
a days counteifetting as much exadt- 
nefsas the other. Jf wre fh ould follow brn 
in bis Confuls, faith he, we fhould make Hi. 
ginus [it tr ae years, 
But the Pontifical is guilty of a more 
arrogant and ambitions errour: The Hie- 
-rarchy of the Church, it faith, was ade 
| by Higinus, to wit, the Ord.r whereiz 
| Presbyters were inferiour to Bifhops, Dea- 
| consto Presbyters, the peop le to Deacons. 
| Bintws mendeth : as well as he is able, in- 
terpreting it only of a Refs sEMation of 
Collapfed Difcipline. But it fuiceth fo 
exactly with the diftin@ion before made 
in S. dala fee ond id Epiltle , vho will 
have the Prie{thood divided into the Or- 
pa der 
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Roman Forgertes. : 
der of Preshbyter, Deacon, and Miniffer, 
that the defign feemeth deeper than fo. 
He doth not fay, the Hierarchy of the | 
Church was corrected , but made by Hy- 
ginws: which {trikes at the Root of E. 
pilcopacy ; as if it were not of Divine, 
but Humane Inftitution : and being made 
by the Pope alone, depended only on the 
Popes pleafure. . 

Biniys is not able to name the time 
wherein the Difcipline of the Church | 
was (inthis refpe_) corrupted fo, as to 
need the Reformaticn pretended. 

Next after Hygizus, the Pontifical 
bringeth in Pz#s , az Italian, the Brother 
of 4 Shepherd He fate nineteen years, 
four moneths, and three days, inthe times 
of Antoninus Pius. Hermes zs owz Bro- 
ther wrote a book, in which a Commana- 
ment was contained, given hina by an An- 
gel of the Lord, coming to him in the Ha- 
bit of a Shepherd, that Kalter fhould be 
obferved on the Lords Day. This man or- 
dained, that av Heretick, coming from a- 
mong the Jews, fhould be baptized, &c, 

This Hermes, faith Binixs, inhis Notes 
onthe place, # the fame whow S. Paul 
neentioneth in bis Epiftle to the. Romans. — 
Salute Afyncritus, Phlegon, Hermas, Paz 
trobus, tiermes, &c. He wasat man E- 

ate 


| 
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| Boman Forwrerices. 
ftate when S. Paul {aluted him,and a very 
Old man fure for 2 Writer of Books in 


| the time of Pius, 


Bintus ts not willing to have him fo 


) obfcure asa Shepherd , but faith, He was 


| 


called Paltor, either heean(e he was of the 
Family of Junius Paltor, who in the third 


| year of Aurelian was Conful ; or more pro- 
| bably, becanfe the Angel appearedto him in 
| the form of a Shepherd. Inthis his Guefs 


he is upon the brink of rejecting the 
Pontifical. Howbeit he quits it not of a 
Lye: for initead of nineteen years which 
the Pontifical giveth him, Bizius faith, he 


| [ate but nine years. A {mall miftake in 


| this Learned Pontifical. 


Concerning the Book which Hermes 


‘the Shepherd wrote, he faith, 7# was al- 
| moft unknown among the Latines, but ve- 


ry fauous among the Greeks: Which was 
very {trange , confidering he was the 


| Popes Brother: A Book made by fo emi- 


| nent a perfon, and fo near home, #z- 


kwown among the Latines! But his mean- 


ingis perhaps, it was better known than 


'trufted. For alittle after he faith , The 


Latines efteentedit Apocryphal, gs Lextul- 
lian, Athanatius, avd Profper witne{s, and 


as Gelafius decreed, Can, Sanct. Dift.15. 


Now pecans their unmannerlinefs 
doth 
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Romar sfoegertes, 
doth refie@ a little upon the Pope him= | 
felf, whoinhis Decretal Epiftle annex- | 
ed, owns his Brother with an Honour- | 
able mentian of the Angelical Vifion 3 
Bixius to difplay more Learning on the | 
behalf of the Poxtifical, and Pius his De- | 
cretal, tells you 3 that the Book of the true | 
Hermes Paftor, praifed fo much by Tertul- 
lian,Origen, Athanafius,Eufebius, Jerome, | 
&c. zsnot now Extant. Whichis evident 
( he faith ) becaufeza that we now have, 
there is no Meniien atall of Eafter. Nay 
the Author of it {aith, he was admonifhed 
to deliver it to Clement the Pope, by whone 
it was to be fent 10 forreigu Cities, They 
have as good Luck at Rowe, as if they 
held Intelligence with Pxrgatorie. The 
Dead and they have as intimate a Corre- 
{pondence, asif the Pope knewthe Way 
to fend his Bul/s thither, Here is another 
Forgerie detected, by its Dedication to 
S. Clement who by no unulual Provi- 
dence is ferved juit inhisown kind, for 
he difturbed 8S. Fumes, and another dif- 


turbes him, in his Grave. Yet Bivins is 


very much inclined to this Opinion, for 
from hence he gathereth, it was Jonge 
ante hec Tempora Scriptus, a Book writtex 
long before the time of Pius: As no doubt 
it mult,if it be not-the fame that was 
praifed 
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ipraifed by Tertullian, Origen, Athanafius , 
jévc. For all Forgeries muft be old and 
True, or they are not wortha faithing. 
| But how comes Tertullian and Athana- 
ius cre. to clteemit Apocryphal, and yet 
|to praife it fomuch, in the fame Breath 2 
Ht is Binias his Breaths ne iu t theirs. They 
jpoor men are made like Stage players to 
fay Biiterck Ae Poet ait theth: Or elfe 
las Bizzws obfervesthere were two Rooks 
of Hermes ( though it be double dealing 
jthus to have two ofa Sort - ) the one 
right, and the other Apocrsphal 
But then Gelafivs did very ill, there be- 
ing two of a Sort, to Seater the one, 
and not tellus of the other. And fo did 
live. For this Paftor is one of the Cata- 
Hogue we told you of inthe Beginning. 
L; But. Bivins has a fetch beyond this 5 
|Heteach les you a way, how totake both 
ithefe perlons for the fante man: and what 
} vou may fay in defence of your felf, if you 
fo do. However C faith he) zfany ene be 
| difpafed to take then for the fame’ Author, 
LEX Sententia Iluftri{s. Card, Baroni di- 
jcendum eft, &c. He muft necefarily fag, 
| 4s Baronir usezues his Opinion , that they 
| weretwo commentaries, written at divers 
| times sn hereof the firfé was more famous aq 
| rong the Greeks tie later wsore obfcure a- 
mong 
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mong the Latines. A brave Antithefis / 
So that upon the point the Latines had 
none. The more obfcure among the Latines 
Was obfcure every where; the more famous 
among theGreeks and the more obfcure a- 
mong the Latines ! The Antithefis 
makes a fhew of giving you fome So- 
lid matter, but when you grafp ic in 
your hand, itturnes to Air. Unlefs per- 
haps you will learn thereby, that the 
more obfcure among the Latines was a 
Book made inaninftant, by a meer Con- 
jecture anda pretty Mockery to gull the 
Reader , as a fhadow at leaft of fome 
proof that the Pontifical andthe Decre. 
tals are not Lyars. 

Among other Things their Allowances 
are confiderable:for they are good honeft 
reafonable men, and will let you think 
what you will of the Book, fo you con- 
fent to the main, and believe the Popes 
Supremacy. And next that, their Art of 
In{truction is to be weighed, Whe- 
ther it be trae or no, no matter + Ifthe 
Difciple can but defend himfelf by a Dit- 
tinction, and efcape the Conviction ofan 
Abfurdity, it is enough ; Zellarmine is at 
fuch Dicendums often. Though ’tis a 
Secret among themfelves, they teach their 


Difciples What to fay, not Whatis ale 
but 
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;But Ithought we had.been agreed be- 
Hfore, that of thefe HerméSat leaft was 
)a Forgerie. 

| It feems by Pope Pius his Letter, that 
| Hermes wasa Dodor,and nota Shepherd, 
ifor 72 thefe Days, he faith, Hermes a Doc- 
tor of the faith, and of the H. Scriptures 
\fhined among us. Not of old, but iz thefe 


|Days. Yet itis pretended, chat the Book 


|of old was by {ome order from on high, 
[tobe delivered to Clement the Pope, by 
\whous it was tobe fent to forreign Cities. 
Notwithftanding all their Contrivance, 
there Wit failes them fometimes , that 
pare foaccultomedtoLying. They have 


[fo many Irons in the fire that fome of 


pthem mifcarry, whether they will or no. 

Neverthelefs that Hermes received ihis 
| Commandment from ihe Augel Tertullian 
| witneffeth , in his third Book of verfes a- 
\gainft Marcion faith Bintus, I have 
not heard much of Tertullien’s Poe- 


‘trie. Ihave his Works, put forth: 


| with the Notes of Beatus Rhenanus, and 
| cannot find any fuch ve:/fes among them. 
Vif he hath, all that Béwzws pretendeth out 
of them, is that Hermes fpake Angelical 
| Words ; Therefore he faw the Angel. 
Pixs in his Decretal Epiftle applieth this 
Scripture, Not holding the Head ap 
{ white 
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Lyoitan Foagertes, | 
which all the body by joynts and bands 
having nourifhrtent minifired, and knit to~ 
gether increafeth with the sucreale of Ged, | 
ra Ral 5 : v | 
to the Pove of Rowe. Whereupon, he 
faith, We iofiruct you all by our Apoftolical 
authority, that you onght to obferve the 
gery Wits as7 G48 i bd aan b 1% (; 
Jatse Commandments, becaufe we allo ob- 
ferve the fames And ye ought not by any 
means to divide from the Head, } 
The Commandment was given to Her- 
wes by an Angel. Whereupon Pope Pins 
aiter the firft complement, begifneth ve- 
ry unluckily with forbidding the Religion 
or worfhipping of Angels, Whereas upon 
this occalion {onic eminent matter ought 
to have been fooken concerning Angels, 
Tad ema; 7 
But beeatfe of the words following, he 
puts then together. Let vo mean beguile 


19, fou Of your reward in a volumtary hunility 


of worfhipping Angels, &c. Not heldine 
the Head from which all the bedy by joynts 
and bands, &e. Where he taketh off the 
Eternal Head, and puts a New one on the 
Churches fhoulders. For iz thefe dayes 
Hermes 2 Doctor of the Faith and of the 
Holy Seriptures fhined among us ° And 
though we obferved Eafter on the forefaid 
day, yet becaufe foute doubted, for the con- 
firming of their Souls, an Angel of the 
Lord appeared tothe fame Hermes i# the 


fhape 
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fhape of a Shepheard, and commanded him 
that the Paffeover fhould be celebrated by 
— allon the Lords day: Whereupon we alfoin- 
 firud you all by our Apoftolical authority, 
that you ought to obferve the fame Com- 
| gmandments, ( Not becaufe an Angel 
- brought them, or GOD fent him 5 but ) 
| Becaufe we alfo obferve the fame, and ye 
ought not bpuny meansto divide from the 
| Head. Ana becanfe the butfinefs 1s to. pro- 
mote the Apoftolical Authority above all 
the Angels, inftead of extolling and mags 
| nifying them, which had been the natu- 
| yal method on fuch a Topick : as if he 
| would enervate theevidence of the An- 
| gel, hebiddeth them take heed, and that 
| diligently, leaft any one feduce you, by agty 
Afirolozy, or Philofophy, or vain Fallacy, 
according tothe tradition of men : after 
the Rudiments of this World, and not after 
Chrift’s and true Tradition. Asit nomore 
heed were tobe given to an Aneel, than 
to an Affe, untets the Pope firit approv- 
ed the Vilien : Nor fs Philofophy, nor the 
Tradition of men, nor any thing elfe to 
be valued in oppofition to him, and his 
irne Tradition 5 for in bim dwelleto al the 
fulnefs of the Godhead bodily : that ye may 
be repleat in hint, wha is the Head of all 
Principality and Power, and who bath cont- 


manded 


ea 
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Boman Foggerteg. : 
commanded this Apoftolical See, to be 
the Head of all Churches, faying to the 
Prince of the Apofiles, Thon art Peter 
and’ upon this Rock will I build my 
Church. 

What it is to walk after chrift and 
true Tradition, you may fee Cleerly, by 
this Glofs upon our Saviours Text. They 
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| 


that do not hold the Head, from which 


all the Body by Foynts and Bands having 
nourifoment miniftered, and knit together, 
¢ncreafeth with the increafe of God, arcin 
extream peril of damnation. And our Sa- 
viour who isthe Head of all Principality 
and Power, hath commanded this Apofto- 
lical Seeto be the Head of all Churches ; 
Therefore, Whofoever holdeth not to 
this Head is in extream peril of dam- 
nation. For the Pope is not the Head 
of all Principality and Power iz himfelf, 
but only by Derivation heis made the 
Head, &c. And confequently , ‘tis as 
neceliary to cleave unto him as to Chriff 
himfelf Since he iv whow allthe Sulnefs 
of the Godhead dwelleth Bodily, dwelleth 
in his Vicar, even as §. Peter doesin like 
manner. So that all Angels and Tradi- 
tions of men, Reafon, Fhilofephy @c. 
are but feeble Threeds for him that hath 
Plenttndinem Potefiatis, the fulnefs of 
Power 
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| Power, and may oper the Kingdom of Hea- 
wen to whouz he will | 
It is aCrofs Obfervation to note the 
little Authority ofthe Popes Cuffome.For 
though itit was the Praétice of all the 
Roman Church to Keep Eafter in fuch 
amanner before, yet fome doubted, that 
1s, all the Eaffern Churches were of ano- ; 
ther Opinion ; tillan Angel came to teach 24/4 
them otherwife. Yet when he came, he 
mult not be believed for hisown fake, 
but the Popes:nor be obeyed for himéelf: 
fo jealous wasthe Pope of his Apoftoli- 
cal Authority. | | 
| How weak both the Popes Authority 
and the Angels were, ( which thus mu- 
tually needed each others afliftance ) ap- 
peareth by the Event, for notwith{tand- 
ing the Teftimony of Pivs and the Angel, 
this Controverfy was lett undetermined 
till the Niceve Council. : 
_It continued above 150 years after 
| Pope Piys his days, Yet through all that 
confiderable Tract of time, this Tefzmo- 
ny of the zgel was cited by no Body. HY 
Only as Ovid makes ufe of the Cock, he 
and his Crewing in the Morning, to intro- 
duce the fable of Ale&or; this wicked 
Pius maketh ufe ofthis Controverfy, for 
| the fable ofthe Angel. Bur it wasa little 
: QO Sufpicious 
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Sufpiciousthatthe Azgef fhould appear 
tono body but the Popes Brother, and the 
matter be publifhed by no body but the 
Pope himfclf. It fmellethofthe Forge 
out of which it came,being proved by the 
Pontifical of Pope Damafus 


s 
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© AP. XVIII. 


A Letter fathered on Cornelius Bifhop of 
Rome in the year 254. concerning the 
Removal of the Apoftles Bones: giving 
Evidence tothe Antiquity.of many Pe- 
pifh Doctrines, but is it felf a Forgery. 


He forgery made in the Name of 

Pits, is fitted to the year 158. 
You fhall now fee one madeinthe Name 
of Corzelivs Bilhop of Rome in the year. 
254. 100. years after the former except- 
ing four. Not as if there were no forgeries 
between this andthat, there is {carce a 
year apon which they have not faftned 
fome thing, but fhould we trace them all, 
through the weary Length of fo many 
Ages, our Travail would be Endlefs. We 
have chofen one, or two, as Exemplars of 
the refidue. 


THE 
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THE FIRST E PISTLE 
of Cornelius the Pope. 


Goncerning the Tranflations of the Bo- 
dies of Peter avd Paul, &c. 


\Ornelins the Bifhop to his Dear and 
mo{t Beloved Brethren, the Bay 


ofthe Holy Church of God, and to all 


¢ 
: C 
¢ 


“them that Serve our brepeatita the right 


€ Faith. 


¢ Confidering the Benevolence of yout 


‘Charity, kecaufe ye are Lovers of the 
© Apoftles and hold their Faith and Do- 
“ctrine, 1 determined to write unto 
“you, ( the Lord being the Author) fome 
° of thofe things which are at this time ne- 
‘ceflary to be Known,and which theLord 
‘affifting, by the Merits of the Apoftles, 
‘were lately done among us in theChurch 
Sof Rome, orarenow in Doing. Becaule 
‘Charity patronizing, I believe with fa- 
*therly Grace, ye willingly receive the 
‘ Writings of the Apoftolical See, and 

“preform the Commandments of the 
‘fame, and rejoyce in the Increafes there- 
‘of. Becaufe whofoever engrafies him- 
‘felfintheroot of Charity, neither failes 
‘of Greatnels, (vec afrudibus inan eit) 
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nor waxes vain from fruit, neither does. 
che by Love lofe the Efiicacious Work 
Sof fruitfulnefs. For Charity it felf does 
‘exercife the Hearts of the faithful, cor- 
‘roborates their Senfes., that nothing | 
‘feemcth Grievous, nothing difficult, but» 
¢ allis eafy whichis done 5 while its pro-_ 
‘ perty is to nourifh Concord, to keep the 

¢ Commandments, to joyn things difleve- 
‘xed, tocorrect Evil things, and to-con- 
¢folidate all other vertues by the Bulwark 
“of its perfection. 

‘ Wherefore | befeech you to rejoyce 
‘withus, becaufe by the Entreaty of a 
‘certain devout Woman, and moft noz 
¢ ble Matron Lxcina, the bodies of Peter 
Sand Paul were lifted out of the Cata- 
Srumbz. And firft of all, the Body of 
© the Blefled Paul was carried with Silence 
‘and put in the Grounds ofthe forefaid 
¢ Matron, inthe Oftienfian Way, neer to 
“that Side where he was beheaded. But 
© afterwards we received the Body of the 
‘Blefled Peter, the Prince ofthe Apo- 
‘ftes, and decently placed it neer the 
“ place where he was crucified,among the 
‘ Bodies of the H. Bifhops, inthe Lemple 
‘of Apollo,in the golden Mountain, tn the 
‘Vatican of Nero's palace; the third day 
‘of the Calend; of Ja : praying God 

“and 
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and our Lord Jefus Chrift, that thefe his 


AEP Apottles interceding , 


he would 


‘purge away the Spots of | our Sins, and 
: ‘ keep you in his Will all the dayes of 
‘your Life, and make you perfeverable 
in the Fruit of Good works. But fee that 
"ye rejoice together for thefe things - Be- 
*caufe the Holy Apoftles th emfelves alfo 

rejoice together for your joy. Praife 
a e God alwai ics, and he fhall‘be elorificd 
‘in you. For it is written, What (hall I re- 
turn unto the Lord, for a he hath re- 
“turned to me? : willtakev 


‘Salvation, and callu 


“the Lord. 


the Cup of 


pon thie Name of 


In this firft part of the Epiftle concern- 


tikes 


mgthe Tranflation of the Bodies of the B. 


Apoftles, Peter avd Paul Sais does 


you to wit ofhis wonderful kindnefs and 


charity to the Dead, as alfo of his de- 


votionand reverence towards the Re- 


licks of fuch alorious Sai 


1¢S, 


Wherein firlt of all, fe would have his 
gratitude towards thofe bleficd Foun- 
ders of the Rowan See made confpicuous, 
it being athing meet tobe publilhed all 
the World over. as it isin moft folemn 
manner here, by Decretal Epifile. aJHe 
| does intimate the veneration due to Re- 


licks, efpecially thofe of fu 
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Roman Forgertes, 
Saints, as Peter and Paul. 3. He gives | 
usto know that the Tranflation of their | 
Bodies from one Grave to another was a 
matter of fuch moment, thatit was Quve-. 
dam ex bisque uunc temporis necelfaria 
funt feire, Athing, int hefe dayes, neceffa- 
ryto be kvown. 4. Uhat the merits of 
the Apofties moved God to affift and 
blefs the Church of Ree in all her Do- 
ings. 5. Chat Gad was the Author of 
thofe things which he wrote unto them: 
According as he faith, Decrevi vebis {cri« 
bere, Domino Authere. 6. That all the 
World did even in Corvelins daies , and 
upward, to the time of S Clement and S, 
Peter, Scripta fedis Apoltolice libenter [uf- 
cipere, Willingly receive the Writings ef 
the Apoftolical See, obey its commands, 
and rejoice iv its increafes.F or the Roman 
Church is alwaies zucreafing in Tradition, 
Doctrine, Wealth, &c. 7. That Love is 
fo excellent an ingredient, that Tike Sale 
fe | it mult feafon all things, efpecially this E- 
| piftle, Becaufe it covereth a multitude of 
Sn faults: The Contemplation of it other- 
On wife comes in very boifteroufly, as little 
! pertaining to the Story of removing the 
i Apoftles bones, | 
ae The Epiftle affords many other Notes, 
Be || even inthis little part of it : As that all 


Saints 
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Saints are to rejoice for any benefit done 


to the Church of Rome: *That the bodies 


of the moft bleffed Apoftles being too 


difhonourably buried before , turned to 
the greater joy of the Church, which oz 
therwife had loft this occafion of Feftivi- 
ty. If you ask, how it was poflible they 
{hould be ixterred fo glorieufly in the days 
of Decius a bloudy Perfecutor? It was 
at the intreaty of Lucia, a noble Ma- 
tron, of which kind there are fome al- 
wayes that havea great influence in the 
Church of Rome. That Peter was buried 
in the Goldew Mountainz asaprefage ofhis 
Succeflors glory. That the Bifhops of 
Rome, were even inthe Height of Pagan- 
if{me (and Idolatry) buried in the Temple 
of Apollo: That Peter was buried in three 
or four places at once : avsong the Bifhops 
of Rome, zz the Temple of Apollo, éa the 
Golden Mountain, and in the Vatican of 
Nero’s Palace ; a little before Cornel7zs 
his Martyrdome, on the 3. of the Kalends 
ef July. 

If you will not believe this, confider 
yet further, the holinefs of Cornelzws at- 
firming it. For while he was fettling 


t 

the Church of Rome with him, prayed 

God and our Lord Jefus Chrift, that up- 
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Loman Forgeries. 
onthe Interceflion of thofe Holy Apo- 
files, he would purge away the Sins of all 
them to whom he wrote 3 the Merits of 
the Apoftles, and efpecially the Intercef.. 
fion of thofe that fate in the Roan Chair 
being eftablifhed 1450 years ago, by the 
Decretal Epiftle of Corvelins : The Vif. 
on of the Apoftles, and their knowledge 
of things done npon Earth is intimated 
fafficiently, together with the Principali- 
ty and Piety of the Church of Rowe, that 
was ever a Lover of the Saints, and a 
Worthipper of their Relicks. Way is 
made too for Praying to Saints departed: 
this Part ofthe Epittle ending with that 
notablePaflage of David what fhall Lgive 
unto the Lord for all his Benefits towards 
me? Iwill take up the Cup of Salvation, 
and call upon the Name of the Lord, Which 
fhews the honourable ‘ufe they make of 
the Scriptures, ' 
Now if you enquire, Whether this 
Epiftle be Authentick 2 you fin againft 
the Doctrine of Implicit faith, and highly 
Scandalize the Church’ of Rome. For 
can any man be fo wicked, asto believe 
that. Cornelis, or any other Pope fhould 
counterfeit GOD to be the Author of 
a Counterfeit ; or return fuch Solemn 
Praifes for a feigned Deliverance 5 or 
write 


~ 
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/write Publick Admonitions to all the 
Churches in the World concerning a Lie; 
| or abufe the Holy Scriptures ; and make 
nothing of Love, but a pretext to patch 
| up, and cover Forgery >? Yet let us hear 
what Bixiwvs and Baroniys fay concerning 
thefe Matters. For though the Epiftte 
He never fo formally fet down, and a Lie 
written in the Top, both of the Epiftle, 
and. the Page, Corwelii Pape Epiftola 
tr. And again, The firft Epiftle of Pope 
Cornelius - yca, though Biwivs faith in his 
| Notes on this Epittle, that s. Jerom wit- 
neffeth Cornelius to have written many E- 
piftles ; and that this therefore is undefer- 
vedly taxed for its faith and authority, 
which has gotten fo famous aWitnefs as 
jerow. Yet after all this, ( though 
'( among other Circumftances of Impor- 
tance Jithath been laid downasa Good 
Record by Biniws his Anceftors ) he faith, 
That it doth attribute to Cornelius the 
Tranflation of the H. Bodies of Peter and 
Paul frov the Catatumbe, ( which is, if 
nh alke not, from the meaner Graves 
Of the Common people ) Id ex Libri 
Pontificalis Erroribus in Epiftolane irrep- 
Jufe, probabile, &c. That that crept in 
into this Epiftle, from among the Errours 
of the Pontifical, feemcth probable. For 
| wore 
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wore trilythat Tranflation happened in the 
firft Age, a little after their Paffion : As 
by the teftinony of S.Gregory the Tope we 
demoufirated above. 

Surely the feet upon which this Pea- 
cock f{tands, are very Black. The pride 
of Rome istounded like that of the great 
Whore, on the waters at leaft, ifnot in- 
the mire, 

Ifyou examine What, or Where this 
Teftimony of S. Gregory is, that over- 
throweth this Epiftle of Cornelizs, a 
Perfon much more Ancient and Au- 
thentick than himfelf ; and with what 
Circumftances, or with what form of 
words Bivzus maketh ufe of the fame? 
Let your patience turn to Bixius his 
Notes on thofe Words in the Pontifi- 
cal, Hie Temporibus, &c. in the Life of 
Cornelius, and there it fhall be fatif- 

tied, 
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CAP, XIX. 


The ridiculous Forgery of the Council of Si- 
 nuefla, putintothe Roman Afartyrolo- 
gies. How the City, andthe name of it 
was confumted, (though when, no man 


cantell) by an Earthquake, 


Rowe entered onhisSce about the 
-year 296 inthe dayes of Dioclefiew.. The 
Pontifical inthe Life of Afarcellinus tel- 
leth us, that he offered iacenfe to an Idol, 
to efcape the wrath ofthe Emperour. 
 Binius faith, Whee Marcellinus the 
| Roman Pontifex was therefore accufed, 
becaufe inthe Temple of Velta and lis, he 
burat inceufe, and offered Sacrifice to Hea- 
| then Images and Idols, to wit, that of Ju- 
| piter azdSaturn 3 300 Bifhops came toge- 
| ther in the City Sinuella, to pafs their Sen- 
| tence on the Fallof Marcellinus. The place 
of wceting was the Crypta Cleopatrenfis, 
which fifty,one after another couldexter, it 
not being ableto contain thew all, by reafon 
of its firaituels. After the difcuffion of 
the Canfe, and condemnation of certain 


M ARCELLINWS the Bifhop of 4% 29% 
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riefts, Marcellinus the chief Bzfhop’, 
publickly confelfine his Sin, cloathed with 


Sack- 
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Sackcloath, {priuckhled with afbes, proftrate 
onthe ground, aching Repentance, faid, I 
have finned before you, and cannot be ix 
the Order of Priefiscand fo condemned him- 

Self by his own Sentence, | After thofe 

Wah of Magdenburg , the Englifh Innovators 

Wap rejetl this Convention of 300 Bifhops, as if’ 

ny | st were feigued by the Donatifts. Becaufe 

they think it improbable, that in this 20. 
gear of Dioclefian, whereiz the fierceft 
Flame of Perfecution burned, and the An- 
ger of the Emperours did rage more bitterly 
againft the Chriftianzs , throughout all the 
Roman world , 200 Bifheps fhould be af- 

fembled together, Bin. Not. in Vit, Mar- 

eellin, fs 7 

By the way I muft tell you, that the 
Exglifp do upon feveral accounts, befides 
that of the Perfecution reject this Council 
of Sinueffa, however it pleafeth Bivizs to 
eafe himfelf of labour , by mentioning 

a only that. Neither do they faften it on 
~ ii the Dowxatif?s,but the Papifts. For though 

\ 2 Marcellinns be made a Doxatift in opini- 

aa on, his Confeflion being founded on that 

il Doctrine, that no manguilty of mortal 
di fin, can ( though penitent ) continue in 
the Order of Priefts : Bizius himfelf puts 

the Do@rine into his mouth : while other 

PoGrines relating tothe Popes Suprema- 
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icy, and other Perfons defending this 
‘Council, fhew plainly enough whofe it 
As, snotwith{tanding the prefent 4@/¢ which 
Binis putteth before our eyes. Hear him 
on. 

But if xo fear of the Perfecution of D 
clus, faithhe, could hinder then, bit ss 
iout fifty gears before this, aswe faidin 
our Notes of the Roman Council held in the 
Interregnum, many Bifhops of the Rezoter 
Provinces, and many others ne ighbouring 


“i 
On Italy, bias living in banifhment, came 
ait 


together upon the Letters ef the Roman 
Clergy, at Rome, anzd holdine a Council 
there, ordained thofe things, which t the pre~ 
fent nece(fity of the Church did require: 
Why feoutd it feem more diftant from the 
truth, that by the moft vigilant care of the 
‘Roman Clergy, the Bifkops of Forreign 

Churches fhould be called together by Cir- 
cular Epifiles 5 and no fear or Danger of 
‘Life deterring them, meet at the time and 
place appointed, to tranfa and decide thas 

‘canfe, of all other the moft deplorable, in 
| which not only the Roman Church, but tke 
whole Chriftian Religion was brought inte 
the greate(? Hazard ,’wherein the whole 
} Foundation of the Church was fhaken, in 
the first Bifhop of the Catholick Faith, and 


aluost utterly overthrown ¢ 


Biuius 
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Binius you fee confeffeth the Truth, 
that Mercellinus did offer Incenfe to an 
Idol: and that the Gates of Hell had well 
nigh prevailed againft S. Peters Chair, in 
the Idolatry of his Apoftate Succeflor. 
That therefore they might imitate God, 
though the perverfe way, in bringing Good 
out of Evil : the matter is foneatly or. 
dered, that the Ball reboundeth higher 
by its Fall; the Weaknefsof Afarcelli- 
wus increafes the Popes power, and his 
Difgrace is turned to his Greater Glory. 
His {lip is made the eftablifhment of all his 
Succeffors. For a Council of 300. Bi- 
ihops is raifed up, by the Invention of 
the Papifts, which do all of them moft 
humbly befeech the Guilty Pope to con- 
demn himfelf, and Decree with One €on- 
fent,that the Sovereign Bifhop of the City 
cf Rome can be condemned by nobody. 
For ont of thine oxn mouth thon fhalt be 
juftified, and ent of thine own mouth thon 
foalt be condemned. It is an important 
Point :and no witnefs fit to be loft, that 
giveth Teftimony thercunto, 
Concerning this Council therefore,on 
the Words aa Omnia. lhe faith, Though 
exceeding many among the moft learned 
of men, have endeavourcd to prove thofe 
Ads to be Spurions, ard of no weight, 
truly 
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truly by Strong Arguments, and would 
eficeinit as uo other than a Device of the 
—Donatifts, cunningly contrived that the 
Name of Marcellinws, well accepted of a- 
gong allthe Ancients, and hadin great E- 
fteew, fhould be defamed: We neverthelefs 
concerve the fame ABs, to be not only not 
Commentious, or forged, to be afcribed to 
the Donatifis; but rather to be bad ix 
great Veneration, both because venerable 
| Antiquity it felf fighteth Sharply fer then, 
| compelling a Reverence even from the un- 
willing by its wajefiy: and because, by the 
| Common Affent of all, being believed, it 
hath bitherte been received, and without 
all Controver{y maintained inthe Ancient 
 Martyrologies, and Breviaries beth of the 
| Roman, and other Churches. Baron. Iz 
Append. Tom. 10. Ad bune Annum. 
Note here, that as Surigs, and Binins 
_and Baronins, {0 even the Roman Church 
hath it felf received this Council into 
her pureft Records, her Sacred Afartyro- 

|logies, and <Afaff-books, ox Breviaries. 
Which isareafon above all other reafons, 
compelling Bizias and his fellowes, Ba- 
renius, Labbe, and the Colledio Regia, to 
embrace this Council. For it cannot be 
rejected without Prejudiceto the Autho- 

| tity of the Remaz Chair.Whichas it a 

| the 
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Roman Forgertes. 
the Donaiifis from the pretended impu- 
tation, difcovers plainly who are the true 
Authors of this Coxncil. 


rd 


For though it be more than probable, 
that fome pitiful barren Head, void of all | 
Sence and Learning, did at firft compofe | 


it, Out of the affection he had to the See 


of Rome : Yet as in Treafonall are Prin- | 
cipals, fo here the Receiver is asbad as 


the Thief. The Roman Church by aiding 
and abetting this Abomination, hath 
madeit her own: Be it forged in what 


empty Shop it will, fhe hath magnified | 


It tothe Stars, by fixing it in her Mdarty- 
rologies : The Chair is defiled with the 
Forgery it hath adopted: andthe Pope 
hath made it as much his, asif it had beer 
the I{lue of his own Brain. 

Being therefore it cannot now be de- 
ferted, without difcovering the Shameful 
Secrets of the Roman Church; Bimius like 
a good Son endeavours to maintain it : 


| 


| 
{ 
] 
| 
| 
| 


but with fuch ill fuccefs, that he thames — 
her more by mifcarrying in the enters 


prize. . 
Firft he faith, Exceeding many as 
wong the moft learned of wen, have endea- 
vouredto prove thofe Ads to be fpurious, 
By thefe wzoft learned of Alen he means the 
Papifts, not the Proteftants: Sothat ex- 
ceeding 
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ceeding many of the moft learned Papifts 
have rejected that Council ; left the Chatr 
fhould be too much difgraced with the 
reproach of Aarcellinus. 2. He faith, They 
have endeavoured to prove thefe Aiks to be 
Spurious,truly by firong ArgumentssHe con» G 
felle chtheArguments to be ftrong againft ~ 
it. And here he varies alittle from himfelf: 
for befides|the Perfecution of Decius,there 
areArguments and {téong onesto, againtt 
‘this Council ; which he before concealed. 
Nor dethe Exglifh Innovators ouly, but 
‘the Papitts alfo ; and the moft learned a- 
‘mong them writeagainft it. What Ar- 
‘guments then doth Béiwius bring to de- 
fendit? His Opinion, Antiquity, Gene- 
Ya] Confent, and all refolved into the Ro- 
man Martyrology. As for the firft, his Nes 
verthelefs Ieonceive, will not do, againft 
Jirong Arguments, Antiquity, which is 
the fecond, ftands upon other mens Legs, 
and {peaks by other mens Mouths : She 
‘may be painted like a Woman, but is 
of neither Sex: And though Bizizs would 
-perfwade us, that She fightethin perfon 
very fharply tor the Council, youcan fee 
nothing but her Nawe, and his Talk of 
her Majefty. She wanted the tongue of 
the Learned’, and is a dumb Champion. 
His General Confent is difturbed by thofe 
R ex 
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302 Roman Forqertes, 
exceeding many moft Learned men, Of 
which he had fpoken before, that endea- 
voured to prove thefe Acts to be fpurious. | 
They come out of their Graves with | 

L firong Arguments, to diforder the common 

qi Afjent of all, by which itis beleived, to 

| defile the Aajefiy of Antiquity, by which 

it is aflerted,and to reprove Biwins fora 

Lyar, who faith, that it bath hitherto 

beex received, and without all Contrever- 

fie maintained. Nor is he a Lyar onely, 
but contradicteth himfelf, and foolifhly 
bewrayeth his defign, while he fhutles 
and cuts upgn all occafions, 

But perhaps you will fay his meaning 
is, It7s without all Comtroverfie waintain- 
edinthe RomanMartyrologies and Brevia- 
ries, Vhat referve he keeps for a Starting- 
holethen, but it will not do. He might 
{ay, it was pat iz without all controver- 
fie, becaufe the Roman Alartyrolegies and 
Breviaries were works of Darknefs,made 

a in Secret by the Popes Authority: Butis 

NH it maintained without all controverfie, 

2 whenexceeding many of the mofi Learned 

HT iden, endeavour to prove its Ads to be ~ 

Hi ed Spurious by firong Arguments £ Does ve- 

a sicvable Antiquity it felf fight foarply for 

Sa them , compelling a Reverence from the 

HM unwilling by its Majefiy; or is it by the 

COM 
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chmmen Afjent of all believed, when ex- 
ceeding many endeavour to refute it? As 
for the Rowan Adartyrologies , it 18 no 
wonder it fhould lie quiet in them. None 
were by but the A@ors only, when 
the Council was put in; and if by dif- 
fembling the fraud, it be wz. ubbined 
there, itis no great bufinets. bur there 
itis, and that is fufficient. 

Formy part! cou!ldnot have believ- 
ed, that Biains or any Bene Silict man 
could ever reckon fuch an horrid piece 
of Barbarif{m for a Cox#ez] ; had I not feen 
it with my owneyesinthe Auther. It is 
{0 much atl all reafo on, at a thing fo 
abf{urd fhould be owned, tothe e diferace 

_ of all Martyrs , Synods : wiih Councils. . 
And were it not for the Clavis of the % 
wonder, the Rowan Martyrologies, whofe 
credit muft be faved, it would be my laft- 
ing amazement. 

Binius is fo ftiffe in defending this 
Council, that in the next words he 
chargeth i ignorance on .S. Auguftine for 
not underftanding its 

Love and seunger wil! eat throng 
ftone walls: HisZeal for the Church of 
Rome, and its Direful neceflity , makes 
him todefetd this Council ia the Homan 
Martyr oligies, againtt an apparent falle- 
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‘ 224 Woman forgeries. 
' hood in the bottom of it, again{t very 
| ‘many moft learned men, again{t all the 
barbarousand intolerable Nonfence and 
Tautologies'therein, againft the Killing 
Circumftance, that there was no fuch 
Cicy or Crypta at leaft in-the World, as 
we'l as agamnft the Impoflibility of cal- 
ling it, o his own Principles 5 Befides all 
which, the vanity of its Defign, and the 
Abfardity of itsmeeting on fuch an oc- 
cafion , 1s fufficientto derect it. 

The Lye inthe bottom of it isin thofe 
Words, Cum efet in Bello Perfarum. This 
Council was convened,as the Title fhew- 
eth, when Dioclefian mas in his War with 
the Perfians. Upon thefe words Bixzins 
faith, Hee nift emendenturfalfa funt, Oe. 
¢Thefe Werds be~ falfe unlets they be 
‘mended - for fince Exfebius, and divers 
Sothers witnefs, that Dzoclefiaz in this 
Coo. Years ofhis Reign develted himfelf 
“ofthe Empire, and which ismore, two 
i ; ‘years before trinmphedat Rome with 
ee init ‘his Collegue . Maximianws, for having 
ait ‘conquered ‘the Perfians 5 how I pray 
We ‘youcould he this year be going terth 
TE ‘with his Army againtt the Perfians. o 
» This is one reaton more, for which the 
Writers of Magdenburg, and the Exglifh 
Innovators, as he is pleated to ftile them, 
reject 
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reject that Council, Another ts contained 
in Binius his Notes onthe word S7xe//a:» 
num. ]‘So called from the City Sénueffain ; 
‘a certainCrypt a whereof, called Cleopa- 
‘renfis,they came together, fecretly to 
¢fhunthe Sword of the raging Gentiles. 
‘For whereas men doubt, whether any 
© {ich City was ever in the World, he pro~ 
‘ ceedethto tell us, that itis not to be ad- 


‘mired at.al.that there is mo mention mace | 


- Seithér of thatCiry,orfach aCrypta,in any 
‘otherWriters,nor atieaft the {mallelt me- 
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‘mory of this Place to be found: Since we * 


‘know that by greatEarthquakes,not on- 
‘ly mountains and plains have loft their St- 
‘ ruationand Name, but the Defolation of 
_ fone moftampleCities hath bin alfo made 

It is an unlucky Chance that ‘this 
City fhould be {wallowed up by an 
Earth-quake ; As ominous almolt as-the 
Burning of the Nicexe Canons. by the Ar- 
rians. “hat other Placefhave been lolt 
we know: but noman knoweth that this 
City was lott, nor ts the leaft memory of 
it to be found. Whereas tuch Srrange 
Accidents being the fitreft Themes itor 
the Trumpet of Famegs fuch a Rarity 
had made it more remarkable, than tfat 
had continued unul this Day- Since Afar- 
vels chiefly bufy the Pens of Hiltorians. 


That 
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That they fhould be Silent,or its Name be 
fhaken out of all Books by an Earthquake, 
is the greateft Afiracle Story doth afford, 


 Inferting the Notes of Peter Crab and 


Surivs, he giveth us another reafon for 
which we reject that Council.: Be pleaf- 
ed to look back on Peter Crab, and there 
you fhall fee his Premonition beginning 
thus, Becaufe of the intolerable and toa 
too grievous Depravation of the Copies, 
ec.. The Colleio Regia hath rejected 
the old ones, and for the {moother Con- 
veyance of that Council hath left them 
both out, and recorded only the falfe 
one that was made in their Stead. so 
may it come to pafs in time, that all the 
Barbarifmes {hall be forgotten, and the 
well-mended butSpuriousCopy be taken 
for the true Record. They reject the old 
one for their Nonfence, and we theirs for 
its Novelty. 

Surins, whole Premonition to the Rea- 
der Bintus referveth till after the Coun- 
cil, yieldeth us another reafon where- 
upon we refufe it. Itis pretty to fee 
the Hypocrify wherewith he admires 
the Care and Diligence of its firft Com- 
pilers, notwithftanding the Depravations 
and Corruptions of thefame, For he tells 
eth us, It feemed not good to the * Colled- 

Ors 
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Roman Forgeries. 207 
or, to pafs over thefe things for the fore= peer Crab 
mentioned Trifles, which our forefathers 
have with fo much Labour and Diligence 
left w. hat is whenyou pull or the 
mafk, whichPeter Crab the Collector, out 
of fome idle Monk or other fet on 
work by the Church of Rome, was pleated 
to record, for the intereft ofthat Chair ) 
though thofe little Trifles, he 7 tolerable 
Difference ana Depravation of the Copies 
would otherwife have hindered him. 
The reafon why he defendeth it, moves 
us to reject it. For they, whe being Leal- 
ous for the Bifhep of Rome, conceit thefe 
things to be feigned by thofe who rival 
the Apoftolical See» as if7t were unworthy 

- of the Apoftolical Chair, that fo great a Bi- 
fhop foould be hroughtto fo firait a Pafs, 
as to Sacrifice unto Idols 5 fee little to re- 
member bow Peters Denial did not hurt 
hins; or that, there is joy antong the Angels 
over one Sinner that repenteth 5 or that 
this very Marcellinus after ards cons 
ftantly met his Death for the {ake of Carifts 

and accarding tothe Proverb, fought man- 
fully after he ran away, However be, 
O Reader, we would not have that conceal- 
ed from thee, which we have found in tac 
Monuments of the Ancients, leaving the 
Truth of this to the Records themselves, 
; 
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oman Forgertes. 
and not prejudicating any mans Sentence 
by our Opinion. His Reafon why it may be 
held fora good and true Record, is the 
fafety of the Roman Chair notwithftand- 
ing it fhould bethought fo.And one of the 
Reafons why we fo greatly fufpeét them, 
is that very behaviour : The advantage 
of the Rowan See being the only Touch- 
{tone among them, of Records and For- 
gerics. By this very example you fee, 
that men as wife as Bizius leave the Coun: 
cil Doubtful ; and by his Teftimony you 
find that many Romaniffs renounce it - 
So may you difcern by the Crookednefs 
of their Rule, that they are fit to be fut- 
pected, Itisa very great Secret and wa- 
tily to be difcovered, and that to none 
but friends ! but they that are zealous for 
the Bifbop of Rome, fhape their Opinions 
by their Affections..Some that are zea- 
lous, conceit thofe thingsto be feigned, 
becaufe they think it unworthy of the Apo- 
fiolical Chair, that fo great a Bifbop fhould 
facrifice to Idols. While fome of them,’ ” 
that are zealous too for the Bifhop of Rome, 
becaufe they remember how Peter's dexi-- 
al did not burt hiv, and know that, the 
fear of the former might eafily be remov- 
ed with pretences enow ; think it better 
to retain this Council.” For shere is joy 
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amongthe Angels for a Sinner that repent- 
eth: and Aarcellinus’s Martyrdame 1s as 
glorious to the Chair, ashis Fall was dif- 


graceful. The one are afraid of the Popes | 


Tifallibility ,. and becaufe: they think 
the Fall of Atarcellinus in that refped 
too dangerous to be recorded, would 
fupprefs the ‘Council ; Phe other are zea- 
lous of the Popes Supremacy , and be- 
caufe they would exempt him from all 
Superiours, and make him uncapable of 
being judged by any, record the Couns 
cil. And. which is the Wifeft, thatis the 
Queftion : Not what is true, but whatis 
expedient ¢ While their Judgments are 
formed not according to Thiags, but con- 
. veniencies. | zark 

Another reafon why we: reject : this 


Council is, becaufe it containeth’a. Do- / 


ctrine, which notrue Record of Antiquit 
ty teacheth ; but wherewiththe Forge. 
ries. before. laid, open do extreamly 
abound. And here the behaviour of Su#- 
.rius isa little further to be noted. He:a- 
vers that he found thefe things in the 
Monuments of the Ancients, and-yet isfo 
datht, that he leaves the truthiof then to 
the Records themfélves. What Feccords, 
what Monuments,what Ancients can thefle 
be, that are fit to be fufpected ? He will 

: not 
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Roman Forgeries, ae 
not prejudicate any mans Sentence by his 
Opinion. Which is apiece of Liberality 
in a Papift, that implies fome extraordi- 
nary Caufe not to be uttered. 

Another reafon of our oppofing ir, is 
becaufe it {o notorioufly wrefteth the H. 
Scriptures. That Place which is {poken 
ofthe gezeral Account, which all men 
muft give at the Day of judgement, being 
applied in particular, to“thew that no 
manmay condemn the Pope. Out of 
thine own Mouth thou fhalt be juftified, 
@&c. Which being the Sole foundation on 
which they lay any ftrefs, is with fomuch 
ridiculous Babling repeated, that it'would 
tntn a mans Stomack , and make him 
fick to perufe it. 

But the Impoflibility of the Thing is an 
Argument ad Hominem, thar may per- 
haps be more convincing. For as they 
hold that no man may condemn a Pope, 
Se do they hold that no man, but he, can 
call a Council. And though for Form- 
fake they afcribe the Power of Calling 
Councils, in. the Vacancy ofthe See, to 
the Roman Clergy ; yet when a Pope’ 
is live, they utterly deny it to theni, 
orany elfe : Becaufe the Pope is supreme, 
and be he Good or Bad, can be judged by 
none. By what Authority then did the 
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Roman Clergy call this Council, before 
‘the Pope was judicially depofed. If 
‘the Roman Clergy take upon them to 
condemn him before he is heard, his Con- 
dition is worfethan that of other men, 
If they prefume to, call aCouncil before 
he is condemned, they ufurp his Autho- 
“rity, and a& independently to the pre- 
| judice of the Chair, infuch fort as was ne- 
iver heard of;there being no Prefident 
' or Copy but this, of fuch a Proceeding. 
| Though the Pope were a Criminal, yet 
every one muft not jadg him, J fup- 
| pofe they will @onfefs there have been 
| many wicked Popes, yet while the Pope 
| isa Pope, noman without his Authority 
| may call a Council. The thing 1s 
| impoffible therefore in it felf. For he 
- mutt Firft be condemned, before a Coun- 
cil could be called to condemn him 3; and 
before he could be condemned ,' the 
Council muft be called. Which would 
feem among Proteftants a Contradiction. 
The Abfurditie of the Plot , 1s ano- 
ther reafon why we reject it. Three 
hundred Bifhops ina perfecution adven- 
ture their Lives to meet together, up- 
on an unwarrantable Call before the 
Pope was convicted as a Criminal, and 
without knowing whether he would 
| come 
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Roman forgeries, 
come to Judgments; though certainly 
knowing that none could compel him, 
convene him before them. | They pro- 
duce one Day 14. Witnefles, another 
Day’ 44. And care is taken; according 
to thé Decree of the: Epilogws Brevis: 
to compleat the number of 72. - Witnef 
fes': And: when all is done;they con- 
felie they have no Power to condemn 
him. The Abfurdities are. not eafily 
fathomed: How grofs was it for the 
Roman Clergy to calla Council for the 
Depoling of a Pope, whom they before 
knew: nothing could condemn but his 
own Sentence >How abfurd, for them to 
judg the Pope, whom they continually 
teach no man can judg >How much 
more abfurd for the Council to meet 
to depofe him, who if he were pleafed 
to declare their sentence null, all was 
in vain? It is juft as if a Rebellious Parlia- 
ment fhould meet on their own Heads, 
to call their King to account, upon pre- 
fence of his Crimes. Ifthis: be admit- 
ted, all muft.be Diforder and) Confufi- 
on'in Kingdom, { 
If his Ingenuity had led him to depofe 


himfelf, without giving all thefe Bithops 
the trouble, he might have done it at 
home. That he wanted Ingenuity, his de- 


nial, 
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nial of the Fact (before fthe Council) te- 
ftifieth. Whereupon I wonder what 
brought him thither, or what Miracle 
imade him ftand before the Bar, at his 
'Tryal> But had he not denied the Fad, 
' the Ceremony ‘had been loft of producing 
feventy and two Witnefes. Which rela- 
‘tion to the putidForgery of the Ep7lo- 
gus Brevis, asyet unmade, utterly mars 
i the bufinefs. 

| The Council it felfis the greateft evi- 
| dence againft it felfinthe World. Ifyou 
|pleafe to give your felf the trouble of 
‘reading it, either in Peter Crab, ot Suré- 
lus, or Nicolinus, or Binius, and compare 
it with the Letters of Pope Sylvefter and 
the Nicene Council, recorded afterwards, 


‘ 


| fame Dunce made them all. Thofe three 
being the abfurdeft pieces, that ever 
were {een with learned eyes. 

| Fora Tafte of this, take but the begin- 
ning of the two old pretended Origi- 
| nals, A.andC., to let gothe third, which 
| being made by latter men, 1s nothing to 
| the purpofe. 
| A. | C. 

Dioclefiano & Maxie © Cum multi in vita fua 
| mano puguitis. Cun {perm meniis {ue vacil~ 
| mali in vitd (ua afper- litate ment chantai, ont 


| 
| 
| you will find reafon to believe the very 
| 
| 
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ft mentis fue vacillitate 
mentiebantur,oricine di- 
a eentes,quod Deorum S- 

| i" | perftitio vanitas super fe 
Wl Sensivent, & ad Sacrifi- 
candum eo tempore multi 
inducerentur per picuni- 
am, ut Sacrificarent Di- 
%» ~Marcellinus. itaque, 
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Forgertes, : 
gine, dicentes , quod de 
eorum Super(titionem va= 
nis fuper fentirent , & 
ad Sacrificandum — eo- 
dem -tewmpore multi ins 
ducerentur per pecuni- 
am ut thurificarent Di - 
iss Marcellinus tteque, 
Ores 
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Take which you will, and-try to con- 
ftrueit; you will find itimpoflible: yer 
in this Dialect he holdeth from end to 
end. Many things more we might {peak, 
but we ftudy brevity. 


CAP, XX. 


Divers things premifed in order , firft to 
the Eftablifhment , and then to the Re- 
futation of Conitantine’s Donation ¢ 
the firft by Binius, and the latter by the 
Author. The Forgeries of Marcellus, 
Pope Lufebius, avd Binius opened. 


MES a Roman fate five years,’ fix 


moneths,and twenty one days, faith 

the Pontifical. He fucceeded Afarcelli- 
wus. There aretwo Decretal Epiftles a- 
fcribed to him , and both Heirs 
1s 
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The one is concerning the Primacy aud 
Authority of the Rowan Church: the o- 
ther is written to Maxeutinus the Heather 
Emperour, and a Tyrant. Concerning 
which laft, Bivins (in his Notes upon it ) 
faith, Hanc Epiftolan: , Anno 308. Scrip- 
tart, Additamentunt aliguod accepiffe , Res 
Scripte hic parum [ibi coharentes indicant. 
He holdeth it fora good Record; but 
there are fo many things inconfiftent in 
it, that he fears ithas taken a Dofe, and 
confefieth that fome things were put in, 
by way of Forgery, 

This is an eafy way of defending. 
There was never anyDeed forged,where- 
in the larger half, being direded purely 


according to form of Law, was not Good. 


But if for that caufe, when Ir comes to 
be Scanned,the forger at everyDetection- 
fhould fay, This was forged indeed, bxt 
the ref? is good; the Court would laugh 
at him: And this is Bizius his prefent 
Cafe. 

In the time of Alarcellus there was a 
Council called at Eliberis, 42.305. where 
they forgot Bixzins his Council of Apofiles 
at Antioch; and among, cther Canons 
decreed thisfor one 5 Placuit Pidfurasin 
Ecclefia effe non debere. Ne quod colitur C 
adoratur, in Parictibws depingatwr. They 
think 
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think it unlawful to put any Picture of 
what is adored, 1n the Church on the 
Walls, He takes much pains to pick this. 
Thorn out of the Popes foot: but we. 
leave him at his work, and proceed to 


THE LIFE, EPISTLES, AND DE- 
CREES OF EUSEBIUS POPE, 


Out of the Pontifical of Pope 
Damatus. 


Eufebius a Grecian fate nine years, four 
wmoneths, and three days. Binxius proveth, 
he could {it but ¢we years , fome moneths, 
ec. And whereas Exfebixs faith , the 
Crofs was found in his days , and Fathers 
the Invention of it upon one Jada, con- 
verted thereupon, and called (at his Bap- 
tifm ) Gxiriacus ; though he names the 
day of the moneth exactly, the fifth of 
the Nones of May, and inftituteth an Ho- 
ly-day thereupon 5 yet isall this reject- 
ed by Bzwius fora Fable.» For by the con- 
fent of all Ancient Writers, faithhe , the 
Crofs was found after the Nicene Council, 
by Helena the Afother of Conttantine rhe 
Great. Howbeit , there 1s a very forma] 
Epiftle to the B:fhops of Yutcia and Cam- 
pania, inthename of Exfebzus , devout] 
abufing H. Scripture, exalting Piety, any 
the Popes Chair; tilat laftit decrees.q: 


CUR 


7 ff | Se Ya) HN Neo (ee Nae 


: Boat Forgcries, 
IHoly-day for this happy Invention, fo- 
lemnly enjoyn’d by the Authority of this 
Roman Catholick and Apoftolical Bi- 
hop, thozgh all this be as very a Cheat as 
lany of the former. Bizius hasa cure for 
fthis too, but a very courfe one: This 
ipart of the Epifile we confefs to be coun- 
fterfezt. Vid.Bin.inloc. 

Melchiades an African fate three years, 
‘eleven moneths, and eigbt days. Binius 
faith, two years, &c. And reprehends the 
Pontificals Confufion, which I fhall not 
{tand to mention, having greater matters 
to declare. 
| Inhis time Confiantine the firft Chrifii- 
lan Esperour arofe: Concerning whom 


= 


| Melchiades , having need of him in that 
of Sylvefter: but Binias gives us this lit- 
tle Abfiract of his Hiltory here. 

After an Interval of feven days, ob. 
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An. 31% 


the Pontifical is filent in the time of 


} 3. An. Chrift. 311. 22 the third year of the 


—— 


{ 


| Experour Couttantine, Melchiades begaz 


to fit. In his time, {tx moneths from the 
return of Peace tothe Church being {carcely 
paf, Maximinusia# the Ealt, berng Epe- 
rour with Licinius, flirredup a vto(t grie- 
vous Perfecution againft the Chriftians, 


whom he called the Firebrands, and the 


Authors of all the Evils in the World. 
S Eufeb. 


oman Forrertes, 
2.c. 6. Rae ee jn the Weit 


ftagie his “Fellows Eas 
peas with hixe inthe Welt, 
“Reigned bi Maximinus. 72 
flirred ap partly by inju- 
by the-prayers of the Ros 
to fuppre $ the Tyr ant. 
deft ened the War , he 
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fprfed bbe 2 a of the Heat her Gods, “and 
LE LECH BK we iv? bimfelf to iwplore only rhe 


wy of Heaven and Earth, whom bis 
sonttantiv ee dored. It happexea 
therefore that. while be was praging for 
Pape: a4} he fam wat iid a aay the Sigh of 
the Crofs, made with, Beams of Light, ap- 

: ij 

DE ALIFE 272.6 De He AUVCHS + in whic oh 5 thefe 
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woveds were manifeltly contaived, INH 
se 7 Ye oye i Ye 
v iE. The Explication hehe wen 
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eee. VU: Lee: being glorioufly gotten, im 
ackuow Leas mer det it came frou that 
One tne vifible.and Lmamortal Ged, he ered - 
ed a pale of the Crofs in ihe midlt of the 
» with this Famous Afotto: HOC SA- 

RI SIGNO, VERO FORTITU: 

HINTS INDICIO CIVITATEM VE- 
STRAM 


a) SN RN ee ASEAN) I et 
Rowan - Foe meres, 


‘STRAM TYRANNIDIS JUGO LI- 
BERAVI.. Under this Saving Sign 5 the 


. mem WE cy 
true Mark of Fortitude, I treed your 


| City 1p i f ¥7 é i. re ae § i 5 am fk a ee 4 « 
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be ‘Pala Le ey E aulta bie BHIDT "ef 5 6, 2h 
-Mil. He reffered the Goods of the Church, 
ave great Privsi ledges avd Inuunities to 
the eciergy, 4 and made a D: EEGs that they 
| fhould be maintained at the Publick, 
: “Charge. | 
| gi the latter end of this firlt Tome , \) 
| Biniws srasie: long Recor of Gelafins Cy- i 
| -sicenms, infair Greek and Latine, who L 
‘| i very Ancient Author, contirms 
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Maximinus, and his deftruction, the 
building of Churches, the evil manners 


of Licini ws, the Victo 
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Sawa Forgeries. 

{mitten with Leprofie from Heaven! 
namely for his great abominations: Licini- 
ys is innocent, and unjuftly flainsbut Cozz- 
fiantine is made the Deftroyer of peace. 
For in the Life of sylvefter the next Bifhop 


after Melcbiades, the Pontificai faith , be 


*Bin, Not, 
tn Confiant. 
Edidl. 


was banifhed into the Mountain Soracte. 
Upon which words, Bie#ws further faith , 
that 5)/veffer,fearing the cruelty of theEm- 
perour, fled from the City, as bis own AEs, 
and Lozimus, and Sozomen do probably 


foew 


As for Sylvefters A&s fo fimply and free- 
ly cited here,meerly to cheat the Reader, 
he afterwards * confefleth them to be 
a Forgerie. And as for! Zozimus and 
Sozamen : thofe Words, [ Do probably 
fhew. | thew Binius to be a Sophifter. He 
would fain have father’d the Story upon 
Zezimus and Sozomen +: but his Courage 
failed him: for they fpeak not expref- 
ly, but Probably fhew 5 that is, in hiscon- 
ceit, they give him colour enough to fide 
with a Cheat, a Forger,.a Lyar, a noto- 
rious Counterfeit, Dawafus, againt{t all 
the true Antiquities and Hiltories inthe 
World. The potitive Relation of Ex/e- 
bins Pampbilus an holy Father in the Nz- 
cene Council, that lived in thofe times, 


th. nccoids of Gelafins Cyzicenws that an- 
cient 
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Roman Forgcries, 24t 
‘cient Author, and Nicolinus, the late 
Compiler of the Councils, that com- 
mend Eafebins as the moft faithful wit- 
nefs anongtEcclefiaftical Writers , being 
palpably contradicted, while Zozsmus 
the Heathen is favoured in fome dark ex- 
preflion, whereinhis Envy tempted hiny, 
tocarp atthe Emperour; becaute he ne 
next under God, the Author of fo mucn 
Peace and Felicity amongft the Chriftt- 
ans. As for Sozomen he wasa Chriftian 
indeed, but too late an Authot to con- 
tend with Exfebius and Gelafiis Cyzicenus, 
Neither does finias fay he politively a- 
vers any fuch thing, but probably fhews 
either a Fox or afernbufh ; Some trail- 
ty perhaps which proves Confiatine a 4} 
‘Man :but Bivins fhould have produced A 
clear Teftimonies, as found and authen- iz 
tick asthe former, if he meant to fwim 
fagainft all Antiquity, in difgracing fo 
gloriousan Emperour, pofitively aflirm- 
ing him to be guilty of Murder, aad Pa- 
ricide,Apoftacy, and Idolatry, Perfecuti- 
an, Gre. 

Bivins acteth his part too far ; for, it (as 
: he faith ) Confiantine counterfeited him- 
felfto bean Heathex only to fatisite the 


2) 


: People; Ais great munificence, and kind- | 
: mefs to the Chriftians having jnebittered , IS 
| 4 tisé 


a ee ~@ies ON. Ta ANT! cere ae 


Roman Forgerted, 

the Atultitude, fo far, iat it alxzoft brake 
out into a Rebellion By Fah the appea ling of 
Ee Sedition thercf FO he dif lombled his 
Religion , upon Temporal Conde ations , 
for which God was provoked , Certainly 
he eee never hope to be cured of hi § 
Leprofie, by going in ea rneftito the 
then f Priefts and their Idols » as Binins 
‘etendeth, when he was fo deeply hum- 
ed, and in danger of Dettruction 
But this whole pretence 1s overthrov as, 
and the Gexius of the Man more clearly 
difplayed inthe paflage followin 

In the Life of Afarcellus with which we 
begat the Chapter, and which was fome 

ears before this pretended ety he 
‘elle th us that Afaxentins, who f ludied 
poffefs himfelf of the Tyra nny of Rente, 
bis} LG entrance into the Roma an EFx- 

igned hinele fel] f craftily to es#brace 
OHF Le h a the ore by ro pleafe the Roman 
people, and LO take them with - bzs Flatte- 
vies , for which canfe he remitted the Per- 
fec uiton agaiteft the Chriftians: ARC A p E 6# 
fach a fhew of Piety, that for a time he 
feemes Ji! lof Courtesie, | Love, and Huma- 
nity. Uhishe proveth out of Enfeb. 1, 8. 
c. 26. But for. a pur pole of which Eujebz- 
ws Was notaware: his defign being here- 
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Rowan Forgertes. 
concerning the neceflity of Alaxentins 
his counterfeiting himfelf to be a chri- 

ftian, but Exfebius {peaketh not one word 
of any neceflity lying upon Conftantine 
to counterfeit himfelf an Heathen: but the 
contrary, fo far, that Bivins, who had 
quoted Exfedbius {0 gravely before, brand- 
eth him with the Reproach of an Arriaz, 
becaufe he crofieth his defign now about 
Conftantines Donation. 

For the Donation is founded on Cez- 
Jféantines Cure, his,Cure on his Lepro- 
lie, his Leprofie on his Apoftacy, his 
Apoftacy upon a Neceflity to comply 
with the perverfenefs of*the Heathez 
people, whofe Power was of too great 
a {way for his Defigninthe Empire - All 
which is contradicted by the continual 
decaying Of Heathenif that then was 

ay by cay, and the growth of Chriffia- 
zity, which had taken fuch root and pof- 
{efiion in the People, that there needed 
nothing but the change of the Emperour, 
to turn the Empire into Chriffewdom. But 
this Neceflity muft be invented -: for elfe 
it would feem impoflible that he fhould 
turn Pagan, after our Saviour had ap- 
peared to him in his fleep , after he had 
feen the Crofs in the Air, after he had fet 
it up in his Standard, after all his Victo- 
ries 
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ortan Forgeries. 
ries gotten under that glorious Banner, 
after he had erected its Trophy in the Ci- 
ty, and made the World Glorious by his 
Munificence to the Churches. 
For this Caufe, afar off, and fo long 


before the end could be difcovered, to 


which it fhould be applied, does Binius 
take his Rife from the Fab'e in the Dowa- 
tion, and fhape his Difcourfe to the Exal- 
tation of the See, by rooting the Dona- 
tien deeply inthe Minds ofmen, For all 
his drift is tono other purpofe, than to 
confirm the Donation of the Emperour , 
thereby to fettle the Empire in the Chair : 
for the fake of which, he tramples upon 
the Emperour , wryeth Antiquity,wreft- 
eth Authoricy, citeth Forgeries and Hea- 
then Authors, defaceth the Hiftory of 
the Church, and rewards the greateft of 
all Benefactors with the bafeft ingrati- 
tude. 

All thefe Wars are commenced afar 
off : for the {trength of Rome is alwaies 
at a diftance : near at hatd fheis weak 
and feeble; when he comes up clofeto 
the matter; though he makes a great fem- 
blance of its evident certainty, writing 
over head in Capital Letters, EDICTUM 
CONSTANTINI : And putting down 
the Dowation under it at large, commen- 
| ting 
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| Boman Forgertes, 
ting on it alfo very formally, nay and 
writing in the Margin of his Notes, Cox#- 
fiantini Donwatio defenditur, and near the 
clofeofthem, Conftantini Denatioconfira 
matur : yet after all this, he confeffes the 
Donation to be Spurious. His Defign be- 
ing no more, thanto make a Shew, and 
cover that. Confeffiex ; which meer ne- 
ceflity, at greateit pinch, wrefted from 
him. His Confesfion lies in little roome, 
and his Notes are made for the asfiftance 
of Confederates 5 Such. mighty Tomes_ 
for the Help of a fworn Party. As for 
Hl the reft of men that are allured per. 
| haps by the Magnificence of the Books 
to admire them, and to grace their 
Studies with them, fuch as Lords and 
Princes he very well knows, they may 
feed their Eyes with Great Titles, and 
Glorious Shews afar off; but they will 
never penetrate fuchStupendions Volumes, 
by reafon of othe, Diverfions, Labors, 
Cares, and Pleafures, which call them 


Mil away to other fecular Objects. So that 
we they may eafily be deceived with the 


at outward Appearance and {plendor of 
. | fuch great and learned Collections,which 
{en cyt ation 1s the Mefte oh ¥4 of the Poa: 

lecret Defign is the Myftery of the Popifh 
Councils, 


For in the Body of thofe Notes 
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vines bimfelf by many well {tudied Ar- 
euments fets himfelt {trenuoully to o- 
verthrow the Doesation 5 and Fathers 
it on the Knavery of Balfamona Greek, 
who produced it Cas he pretends) with 
an intent to diferace the Romaz Chair 5 
by making the World believe ,- that 
the Popes Supremacy came not by Dip 
vine Inftitution , but the Grant of the 
Emperour : Which he abhors as fickle, 


t 


3 


weak , and humane, chufing rather that 
the Popes Right fhould reft on the Scri- 
ptures. | 

Labbe , Coffartins , and the C OL- 
LECTIO REGIA follow Bras 
exactly , even to thofe Cheats 7 the 
Margin. But now itis high time to fee 
the Contents of this wonderful Deva- 
707. 
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€ AP. XXI. 


The EDICT of our Lord CON: 
STANTINE the Emperour. 


rics fe the Name of the Holy and Individual 
in the Trinity, the Father , and the Sou, and 


pemcet) the H. Ghoff; Flavius Conftantinus, Cx- 

Son, and’ fat, and Emperour, in Fefus Chrift, ove of 

H.Ghot. the fame H. Trinity, &c. To the moft Holy 
and Bleffed Father of Fathers Sylvetter, 
Bifbop and Pope of the City ef Rome, and 
to all his Succeffors about to fit-inthe Seat 
of bleffed Peter, to the endof the World: 
And to all our moft Reverend and Catholick 
Bifhops , amiable in God, made Subject 
throughout the World to the H. Church of 
Rome, by this our Imperial Conftitution, 
ec. It istoo long to put it down for- 
mally, and at large: We fhall therefore 
take only the chicf Contents, as they lie 
inthe Donation. It firft contains a large 
account of the Articles of his Faith ; Se- 
condly, the ftory of his Leprofie, Cure, 
and Baptifm: wherein the Font. is re- 
markably called Pifciza, (the Popes Fifh- 
poud as it were ) thenhe cometh to the 
Gift it felf. 

While 
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Rowan Forgertes, 
While I learned thefe things by the 
Preaching of the bleffed Sylvefter, awd by 


the benefit of the bleed Peter, found my felf 


perfe ly reftored to wey healt 
it profitable, together with * all our Nobles, 
and the whole Senate, my Princes alfo, and , 
the whole People Subject to the Evepire of 
the Roman Glory; that as 8.Peter upox 
made the Vicar of the 
Son of God, the Bifhops alfo that are the 
Succeffors of hint, the Prince of the Apo- 
files, may obtain the Power of Principality 
given from us and our Empire , wore thar 
the Earthly Clemency of our Imperial Ma- 
jefty is {een to have had chufing the Prince 
of the Apoftles, and his Succeffors, for our 
ftedfaft Patrons with 
decreed that this H. Roman Church fhall 
be honoured with Veneration, ever as our 
Terrene Imperial Power is: And that the 
mofi Holy Seat of B.Peter be more glori- 
oufly exalted than our Earthly Throne ; gi- 
ving it Power, and Dignity of Glory, and 
Vigour, and Honour Imperial. And we de- 
cree and ordain, that he {hall hold the Prin- 
cipality , as well over the four Principal 
Sees of Antioch, Alexandria, Jerufalem, 
and* Conttantinople, as over ail 


Earth feemeth to be 


ches of God in the whole World, And by 
his Judgment let allthings what{oe 


h, we judged 


God. And we have 
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Saining to the Wer feip of God, aud the 
Eftablifhment of the Chriflian Faith’ beor- 
dained. 

Whetr Binias pleafes to give Efficacy 
toa Miracle, all the World “th all be con- 
verted in a moment. Notwithf{tanding 
all the Miracles and Victories before , 
Couftantine was fain to counterfeit him- 
{eli an Heathen for fear of the people + 
Now all his Nobles, and the Senate, are 

changed inan inftant; and his Leprofite 
upon Earth has done more than his Crofs 
in the Heavens, So eafie it 1s.to blow 

mens Minds with a Breath, when they are 
dead and gone, His Princes alfe, and tbe 
whole pe éaple fubjeE to the Evspire of th 


Roman Cl lary , jedeed i# profitable, toge- 


ther with hiws, and bis Nobles 3 iO do that 


which they abhorred before, to give to 


Banithed Spidetteh and his biti nse the 
Clory of the Roman Empire: As if that 
one Miracle had in a'trice for Virtue out- 
gone all our Savzours. 

The laft Claufe contains fomething 
more than the Emperour had power to 
beftow. That a ay. -man fhould by 
Deed of Cit t deette and give away the 


power of determining all Controverfies 
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mm Religion,‘ to whom he fancieths: may 
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Rowman FoOmeries. 251 
{ome of their Decrees are called -) yet 
with Cont antinople,(a City yet unmade) 
this alfo is given to the Pope in the pre- 
{ent Donatiow. But upon good reafon: 


For itis jufi that the Holy Law should re- 


taiethe Head of Principality there, where 
our Saviour, the Inftituter eof Holy Laws, 
commanded the B. Peter to wxdertake the 


| Chair of bis Apostlefhip. 
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A merrier accident follows, be be- 
queaths his Geodstothe Dead! \{t is true 
indeed he wasallied tothem, for he was 
dead when the Deed was mace, .as well 
as they. S. Peter's Truftees having the 
management of his Pen, knew very well, 
that whatever he gawe to bis woft bleffed 
Lords, Peter and Paul, (fince dead mex 
never want Heirs ) would fall to their 
fhare: and. like our late Long Parlia 
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ment, confpired to give large Boons to 
themfelves, inform following: 

¢WE Exhort and admonifhi all, that ,3 
Cwith us they would pay ‘abundant Ae 
‘rhanks to our Cod and Saviour Jefus 
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¢ above, and in Earth beneath, he hath vi- 


‘worthy to receive the H.Sacrament 0: 


° } Laalth nk nner Rod 
‘Baptifme, and the health or our boay 
‘FOR WHICH we grant’'to the H. Apo 

& n 


Rota Forgertes. 
aa ltles themfelves, my moft Blefied Lords, 
the Great Peter and Pax!, and by. them alfo to 
giveshis °B, Sylveffer our Father, the chief Bifhop 
oeahs and Pope of our Univerfal City of | 
and $.Paul ‘ Rowe, and to all Bifhops his Succetiors 
in heaven. © that fhall ever fit in the Chair of B, Pe- 
“ter, tothe end of the World, Our Dia-. 
* dem, to wit, the Crown of our Head, 
“together with our Mitre, as alfo the 
“Cloak on our Shoulders 5 wz. our 
* Breaft-plate which is wont to compafs 
‘our Imperial Neck, as alfo our Purple 
“Clamys, and Violet Cloak, andall the 
The Popes "Imperial Attires. _The Dignity more- 
Guard. “Over of our imperial Horfemen: Giving 
‘him alfo the Imperial Scepters, with all 
other Signs, Badges, Banners, and other 
‘Imperial Ornaments, with the whole 
‘manner of the Pioceflion of our Impe- 
‘rial Highnefs, and the Glory of our 
* Power. | | 
“WE Decree alfo and Ordain to the 
‘mofi Reverend Clergy-men ferving that 
‘©H. Roman Church, in their divers,Or- 
‘ ders,the Height in Singularity , Power 
‘and Excellency, with the Glory where- 
‘of our moft ample Senate feemeth tobe 
‘adored 5 that is, that they fhall be made 
Secular * Patricii, and Conluls. As alfo we pro- 
Powers ¢ mulgate it fora Law, that they be beau- 
‘tified 
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tified with the other I: mperial Dignitics, 
‘AND as the Imperial Army is adornéd, The Popes 
fo do we Decrce the Clergy of the 4™: 
©Roman Church tobe adorned: And as 
‘the Imperial Power is adorned with di- 
vers Offices, as that of Chamberlains, 
¢ Porters, and all Guards; fo we will have 
1©*the Roman Churchto be adorned, 
“AND thatthe Pontifical Glory may In¢ Topes 
* fhine moft amply, we Decree this alfo ; a aa 
€That the Horfes of the Clergy of the 
¢faid Roman Church, be beautitied with 
| * Caparifons, and Linnen Veftures of the 
g ¢ whiteft Eonar , and fo to ride. And 
¢ as our Senate ufeth Shoes , chin Udonia 
ues made bright and iluftrious ier 
|< fine white Linnen, fo Ic t the Clergy 
1<{ do: And let the Heavenly”, as the 
*Earth’y thingsare, be made comely to 
‘the praife of God. 
‘BUT aboveall, we give Licenfe to 
i. our moft H. Father sylvefter , Bifhop 
and Pope of the City of Rowe hi mfelf, 
and to all that fhall fucceed him me 
Sever, for the Honour and Clory of 
| Vithou: God, in the fame Great, Ca- 
| ¢tholick,and Apofto olick Church of God, 
‘by our Edi, Ut qucint plac alys p ropr io Balle Lae 
©‘ Coenfilio ierteee voluerit , C* in nulnwo ripen the 
© religioforun Clericoram €enunumerare 4 ; 
As © nuilnm 
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“wullun ex omnibus prefumentum fuperbe 


© agere. 


) 


Binius fox Clericali will have it Cleric. 
care, which he puts over again{t it inthe 


Margin. Here are more Barbarifmes than 
one: but I think the drift 1s, that xo maz 
but he whem the Bifhop of Rome pleafeth, 
fhall be wade a Prieft: andthat no man fo 
made, fhall behave biufelf prondly againft 
the Bifbop of Rome. 
Lid WE have Decreed this alfo, That the 
fame Venerable Sylvelter our Father, the 
High.Prieft, aud all bis Succeffors , ought 
to ufethe Diadem , to wit, the Crown which 


we gave hin from of our Head, of pure 


Gold and Precious Stones, and to wear it 

02 his Head, to the praife of God, and ho- 

The Popes our of S.Peter. * BUT becaufe the moft 
Modefty. Holy Pope himfelf will not endure a Crown 
altogether of Gold on the Crown of bis 
Priefthood, which he bears to the Glory of 

the B. Peter, we have with our own hands 

put the Mitre of Refplendent White, figuz- 

fring the moft Gloriows Refurrection of our 
Conflantine Lord,on his Head:* Aud holding the Bridle 


is Pies of his Horfe, for the Reverence we owe to 
Groom or S. Peter , me ferved him in the Office of 
at a Stirrup-holder : Ordaining, that all his 
 Suecefjors foall in fingle and peculiar man- 

ner ufe the fame Aditre in their Procef- 

foxs, 
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flows , in imitation of our Empire. 

| ThePopesModelty comes off purely : 
'Becaufe he would not have his Shaven 
‘Crown profaned with a Crown of Gold 5 
Itherefore the Emperour muft give him 
ithe Mitre too: becaufe it was unlawful 
for himto wear the one without the o- 
Ither; that is, his Confcience made a fcru- 
| ple at the one, unlefs he might have both: 
ibeing fo made exactly like the Heathen 
‘Monarchs at Rome, Pontifex Maximus, 
jand Ewperour together. 

| The Regalities were affected , not for 

| themfelves ; Alas,Ornaments are but fha- 
|dows, the Body and Subfiance is the 
thing defired. 

: IVWHEREFORE that the Pontifical Crowy Ibid, 
| may never wax vile, but be more exalted 

| alfo than the Dignity of the Terrene Em- 


| pre, aud the Glory of Power: Behold, we The opes 
Domine 
ns. 


| give and leave aswell our Palace, as was 
| before faid, as the City of Kome, all Italy, i 
| and all the Provinces, places, and Cities of 
| the Weflerw Empire , to our perefaid most 

| B. High Prieft, awd Univer{al Pope, and to 
! the Power and ‘Tenure of the Popes bis Sue- 

| ceffors, by firm Imperial Cenfure, Per hanc the Pops 
| Divalem & Pragmaticum Conftitutum 5 Lame. 

| By this our Divine and Praguatical Con. 

| ft.tution , we Decree then to be difpofed, kN 
1a auc | 
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and crant then to remain under the Right 
and Tenure of the H. Roman Church. 

Poor Priefts are fain to cheat the peo- 
ple by witty Miracles, and {mall Devices, 
at Shrivzes and Inzages, for a little Silver 
and Gold. The beft of them can attain 
no more than Lordfhips , and the Ter- 
ritories of Subjedfs; As the Manours e- 
vidence , which are given to our Lady of 
Loretto, and thofe Lands which Jefuztes 
{Gueeze out of dying men with the fear 
of Purgatory. Butthe Pope and his Car- 
dinals find it not fuitableto their State 
and Dignity, to juggle for lefs than En- 
piresand Kingdoms; and therefore foar 
high, you fee, inthe prefent Doxatzon. 

‘Wherefore, faith the Emperour, we 
‘have thought it convenient to change 
‘ and remove our Empire, and the power 
‘of our Kingdom into the Eaftern Coun- 
‘tries, andin the beft place of the Pro- 
‘vince Byzantinm , to build a City after 
© our Name, and there to found our Em- 
“pire. Becaufe where the * Head of the 
‘Principality of Priefts, and of the Chri- 
‘ftian * Religion is ordained to be by the 
‘Caleftial Emperour, itis not juft that 
‘the Earthly Emperour fhould there have 
‘any Power.” 

Here is a high Carcer of notorious He 
rele 


sRoinat Fowgeries, 


'refie and Blafphemy together. S. Peter 
was called the Prince of the Apoftles, but 


the Pope isthe Head of the Principality 5 
nor Head of the Priefts only, but of the 
Chriftian Religion: which | think none 
but our Saviour can poflibly be, It {mells 
rank of Blafphemy $ but that the Prieft- 
ly and Imperial Power fhould be incom- 
patible, is Rebellion and Herefie. It fhews 
how incompatible Popifh and Imperiat 
Power is: Yet all thefe things are rati- 
fied by other Dival gandtions , made by 
the Emperor, though recorded no where; 
as you may fee in the words following. 


BUT all thefe things we alfo have de- The San- 


creed, and ratified by other Dival Sanitt- 


ons , and we decree them to fiand unble- 


mifhed, and unfhaken, to the end of the 
World. WHEREFORE we protet before 
the Living God who commanded ws to 
Reign, and before his Terrible ‘Judgment 
by this onr Imperial Conftitution, that it 


| fhall not be lawful for any the Busperours 


our Succeffors,nor for any of our Nobles and 
Peers, or for the moft Ample Senate, or 
for allthe people of the whole World, now, 
or hereafter, frow hence in all Ages, lying 
under our Empire, by any means to con- 
tradi&£, or break, or in the leaft to dini- 
nif thefe things, which by this our In- 

pe: perial 
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perial. Sanélion are granted to the Holy 
Roman Church, or to all the Bifhops 
of the fame. But if any Breaker er Con- 
tenner of thefe fri avife € whieh we do 
not believe) let himbe knotted and enf{naz 
red in eternal Damnation, and find the 
Saints of God, and the Princes of the A- 
poftles, Peter and Paul, Enemies anto hinge, 
tothin the Life prefent, pnabigi that which 
1s tocome: and being burnt in the lower 
Hell, le # hime peri ifp with the Devil and all 
the wicked. 
The great Council of Chalcedon con- 
filting of 630 Fathers, hes under this Sen 
tence ; becaufe they made the Patriarch 
of Conftantinople equal with the Bifhop 
Of Lome -: If Conftantine the Great did 
make it, with the confent of all his Nobles 
aud the whole Senate, before allthe Frinces 
aud People of Kome, as is pretended in 
the Donation. It was too publick a 
thin ng not to sig, eard of,and tego remark. 


able to be let pafsin filence. Since there- 
yaa isineredible that {o many shoe 
fhould wilfulh As, der the Curfe, 


1s certain the w chole Donation isa Fails 
terfeit. Howbeit asthe Subftance of the 
Ad, fo the Ceremony is worth the obfer- 
vation. 


But ratifying the Page of this ovr In- 
perial 
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iperial Decree, we laid it with our own 
Uhands onthe venerable Body of the bleffed 
}Peter. Prince of the <Apoftles , and there 
\promifing to that Apoftle of God, that we 
| would inviolahly keep allthefe things, and 
Wleave shez in charge to be kept by the Em- 
| perours oxr Succeffors, we delivered them to 
Jour blejjed Father Sylvetter, High-Prieft, 
t and *Oniver{al Pope,and to allthePopes his 
| Succejfors, the Lord God, and eur Savieur 
| Jefas Chrift allowing it, for ever, and bap- 
| paly to be enjoyed, And ihe Imperial fub- 
Lfeription. The Divinity keep you many 
years, wtoft holy and bleffed Fathers. Dated 
G2 Rome, onthe third day of the Kalends 
| of April. Ozr Lord Flavius Conttantinus 
) Auguitus the fourth tine, and Gallicanus 
| being Gonfuls. | 
. A NOTE. 
No Emperour being ever accuftomed, 


| to file himlf our Lord, &c. Thofe words * 


: 
| Our Lord Flavius Conftaptinus , com- 
| ing out of Couftantine’s own Mouth be- 
| wray the Donation, as made by fome 
) other, unlefs he were at the fame time 
| both’ his own Subject, and his own Em- 


} perour. 
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CAP. X XII. 


The Donation of Conftantine proved to be 
a Forgery by Binius himfelf. He canfef- 

_ feto the ads of Sylvelter, which he ben 

. fore had cited as good Records , to be 
Counterfeit. 


ied Sogo things (faith Binius in. his 
Notes ) which are told concerning 
the Dourinion and Temporal Kingdom, gi~ 
ven to the See.of Rome, are manifefily 
enough provedto be likely. by what me 
faid iz our Notes upon the former Epiftle; 
aswell ashy the Munificence of the Expe- 
rour himfelf, mever enough to be praifed. 

Obferve here the modefty of the man! 
He ought to prove the Inftrument itfelf; 
but that he throws by , and. talks of the 
Dominion, and Temporal Kingdows, 

2, Neither will he undertake to prove 
it certaiz, butlkely, that the Dominion 
and Temporal Kingdom was given tothe 
See of Rome, 

3. He cites his Noteson a counterfeit 
Fpiftle, to make it likely: For the Epi- 
{tle going before wasthe Epzffle of Ael- 
chiades, which he confefleth to be a For- 
gery. 
| 4. The 


{ 
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4. The Munificence of the Enperour 
gyrakes it probable, that he gave away the 


| Empire to the See of Rome. If you will 
-notbelieve this, you are anhard-hearted 
man; for Binius fays it. 


His Notes upon the former Epifile, to 


which he refers you, are thefe: ‘ Phat the 
| things which are written in this E piftle 
' concerning the Donation of Con/tantine 
| °to Melchiades and Sylvefter, are truc, is 
| © proved not only from hence, but mott 


‘firmly alfoby the Authority of Optatus 


© atilevitanus , a moft approved Writer. 
| ‘For he writeth , ib. 1. cont. Parm, that 
| © Conftantine and Liciniue being the third 


time Confuls, to wit, in the year of 


|. © Chrift 313.a Council of 19 Bifhops was 


‘held at Rome, in the Caufe of Cecilza= 
© wus and the Dexatifis, inthe Lateran, in 
‘the Houfé of Faxf£a, which was the Seat 
Sof the Roman Bifhop. Truly he doth 
“not exprefly write, that the Houfe was 
‘siven to Afelchzades by the Emperour: 
‘but fince no reafon doth appear for 
¢ which it is neceflary , that the Conven- 
¢ tion of ro Bifhops fhould require larger 
¢Rooms out of the Houfe of Aelchia- 
‘des, that wherein the forefaid Synod 
‘was aflembled, to wit, the Lateraz, or 
‘Houle of Faufia, can by no prudent 
| ‘perfon 
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‘ perfon any more be doubted, to be'gi- 
“venby the Emperour to Adel chiades the 
‘Bifhop of Rome. 

The Laterawis not fo much as named 
in the Epiftle of Acelchiades ; but that he 
left the Imperzal Seat , which the Roman 
Princes had poffeft, and granted it to the 
profit of the blefjed Peter, and his Bifhops. 
Which confidering what follows , is far 
more fit to be underftood of the Empe- 
rolrs leaving Rome , and granting it to 
the Bilhop : whence they pretend, he did 
go on purpofe. So that the agreement be- 
tween Optatus Milevitanws , and the Epi- 
itle of Atelchiades, is very {mall, or none 
at all. 

But admit that Atelchiades and Optatus 
Milevitanus had faid, both of them, that 
the Lateraw was given to Melchiades ; 
what is that to the Dominion and Tempo. 
ral Ringdome Atfingle Houfe, inftead of 
an Empire ! Though, that the Houfe was 
given , Optatws Milevitauws doth not af- 
firm, even by Bzzius his own confeflion. 

How the things inthis Epiftle fhould be 
concerning the Donation ‘of Conftantine 
to Melchiades avd Sylvefter, is difficult 
to conceive; becaufe Afelchiades was 

dead before the Donation was made to 

Sylvefier, It is very unlikely ode 

that 
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that Adelcbiades (hould make mention of 

| that Donation. | 

| His Epitle talking of Conftantine his 

being Prefident in. the H. Synod that was 

| called at Nice, is amaniteft Impofture, 

| Melchiades being dead before the Nicene 

| Councils as is before obferved: Yet 

| hence it is proved, that Coxffantine made 

a Donation to Melchiades and Sylvefter. 

| Biniws holdeth faft the Donation, 

i though he lets go the Epiftle. LikeaLo- 

' gician , who lets go the premifes, but 

| keeps the conclufion. 

|. For it ismoft firmly proved by Optatus 

| Milevitanus. What is proved by him? 

| that Conftantine the Great gave the La- 

| teranto Melchiades. How is it proved ? 

| Why 4e teftifieth, that a Council of 19 

| Bifhops met in Fautta’s houfe iz the Late- 

xan. Traly he doth not exprefly write, that 

the houfe was given to Melchiades. But 

} it {cemeth probable to Binius his imagi- 

| nation: And fo itis moft firmly proved by 

| Optatus Milevitanus, a molt appreved 

\ writers Thus thofé things that are told 

| concerning the Dowinion and Temporal 

) Kingdow given to the See of Rome, are 

| wanifeftly enough proved to be likely by 

what we fatdin our Notes upon the former 

Epiftle. But it is better proved, by the 
continual 
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continual poffelfion of thofe houfes, by the 


Space of thirteex Ages, until now's as he 


afterwards obferveth. Though the length 
of an unjuft Tenure increafeth the Tran 
greflion. 

Having firft proved the Donation > he 
proceedeth thus. Hoc Edilum-2 Grecis 
perfida Donatione (qua, juxta illud. Virg, 
2. Aineid. Timeo Danaos & Dons feren- 
tes s donare folent acceptum ) mutiluns 
effe, ac dolosé depravatuueha rationes evi- 
center demouftrant. T. hefe following rea- 
fous evidently fher this Edid of Contftan- 
tine, by the perfidious Danation of the 
Greeks, to be maimed, and treacheroufly 
depraved, 

‘He enters upon the bufinefs gently, 
pretending at firlt.( as if the Donation 
were true ) that it was depraved by the 
Greeks. But afterwards, when he is a 
ttle warm inthe Argument, and fome- 
what further off from hig Sophiftical Des 
fences , he falls foulupon it as a Conmter- 
feat, and rejects it altogether; asin the 


clofe will appear to the confiderate Rea- 


der. But here let us fee what Arguments 
he produceth, to prove it maimed > and 

ireacheroufly depraved. 
‘1. Becaufe it pretendeth the Primacy 
‘of the Church to be grantedby a La y- 
‘man, 
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i¢man, whichwas immediately given to 

'* peter,by God himfelf, and by our Lord 

|< Jefirs Chrift; as is manifeft by thofe 
Swords, Thou art Peter, awd upon this 

© Rock will I build my Church. 

) - 2, The Emperour , by this Edict, is 

i “made to give a Patriarchal Dignity to 
}*the Church of Conffantinople: Which 

1 if it be true, how tien could Anatolins, 

| ‘the Bifhop of Conftantinople , be faidto 

| “takethe Patriarchal Dignity to himfelf 

i ‘long after; even after the Council of 

| <Chalcedon was ended , Leo, Gelafixs ,and 

) © other Roman Bifhops refilting him 

| © “How could the Church of Conftanti- 

) <wople be a Patriarchal See at this time, 

* wherein even the name of Confiantine- 

| © ple was not yet given to Byzantine. 
|. &3,) This Edict was firlt publifhed by ' 
| ‘Theodorus Balfamon, out of the Acts of 
| ‘Sylvefter the Pope, falfly written In 
) <Greek under the name of Exfedius , Bi- Forgeties 

{ “ . 7. In whe 

) ‘thop of Cafarea: not that he might GO name of 

) ‘any fervice to the Church of Rowe, but Eafebies. 

} ‘that he might fhew the Patriarchate of 

| <Conftantinople to be the eldeft. Which 

). © Acts of Sylvefier were not known tilla The Ads 
) <thoufand years after Chrilt,coming then oe 
) < forth in Exfebivs hismame, Out ofacer- ~ 

) ‘tain Book of Martyrs; but were now 

: “increafed 
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‘increafed by the Addition of this Ediét 
© of Conftantine. 

His defign is, if itbe poffible, to clear 
the Church of Rome of this too palpable 
and notorious Counterfeit: And for that 
end he would fain caft it on the Treache- 
rousGreeks, that he might thereby ac- 
guit the more Treacherous Roweans ; 
Which he further purfues in the claufe 
following. 

The new-found Hereticks that oppofé 
this Edit of Conftantine , tranflated out 
of Greek into Latine, with fuch great en- 
deavour, andimpertinent fiudys let thew 
know, that in this they rather further our 
Caufe, than fight againft us: Whe do our 
selves, with renxus, Cyprian, and other 
Holy Fathers, as well Greek as Latine, 
profefs the Priviledges of the Church of 
Rome, zot to be conferred and given of 
men, but from Chriftto Peter, and from 
Peter to his Succeffors, 

Where the fau'ts are fo great, we need 
not make a Remark on the common 
Cheat, his vain Brag of the Fathers. But 
this we may obferve, that whereas the 
Popes Claim is fomewhat blind to the 
Prerogative,which is pretended to be gi- 
ven to S. Peter, Biniws hints at a proper 
Expedient tomake it clear, For fuppofe 
our 
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} our Saviour made S. Peter the Rock on 
) which he built his Church: How comes 
}the Pope to be that Rock? Since S, Pe- 
}ter being an Apoftle immediately infpi. 
i red, and ableto pen Canonical Scripture, 
if{ome of his Prerogatives were Perfenal, 
band died withhim? He tells you, that 
I the Priviledge was granted from Chrift 
te Peter , and from Peter to his Succef- 
i fers. Sothat it was not Chrif?, but Peter 
)that gaveitto the Bifhops of Rewe. Now 
Jit wouldextremely puzzlehim to thew, 
| where Peter gave that power to the Bi- 
ifhopsof Rome; in what place, at what 
jtime, by what Act, before what Witnef- 
Ifes. All he can produce, is S.Clezent's 
i counterfeit Letter, and that mifcarries. 
But 7 oppofing the Edit of Conttan- 
Itine, the Proteftants further their Caxfe, 
brather than fight againfitthem. 1s notthis 
babold Affertion? Their Popes have laid 
}Claim tothe whole Empire of the We- 
i{tern World, even by this very Edi , or 
| Donation of Conftantine : And yet the 
}Proteftants did nothing, when they pro- 
iveditto bea Forgery. This Dozatioz is 
fan old Evidence, proving the Divine 
ight of Peter’s Priwacy , and the Popes 
\Sxpremacy: Did they promote their 
|Caufe, that. proved it to be a Cheat ¢ 
Certainly 
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Certainly they that have Fingers fo long 
asto gra{p at an Empire; and Foreheads 
fo hard as to claim it by Frauds, will {tick 
at nothing they can conceive for their 
advantage. Isit impertinent to difcover 
Knavery in the Holy Roman Catholick 
Church; or Impofture in the Infallible 
Chair? And together with the Credit 
of Rome, totake away an Empire? Be- 
fides the Spiritual Right of being the 
Rock, there are ample Territories and 
Cities claimed, with a Temporal King- 
dom. 

Let him therefore pretend what he 
will, the Authority of fuch Inftruments 
is very convenient: And becaufe he 
Knows it well enough, he produces the 
Diplomata, or the Patents of other Kings 
and Emperours, to confirm the Churches 
Secular Right , extant, ashe faith, zz the 
Original, with their Intperial Seals 5 as 
particularly thefe of the Moft Chrifttaw 
Princes of France , refloring thofe things 
which the Longobards took away. But he 
does not tell you, by what Arts they got 
pofleflion of thofe Territories at firft, 
nor by what Ancient Evidences , Seals, 
or Patents, they held them before the 
Longobards touched theme 

And becaufe a Kingdom 1s of much 
moment 
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} Moment in the Church of Rowe, he fur- 
i ther faith, 4s forthe Dourinion of things 
| temporal given tothe Church, berfelf proves 
| them by the Broad Seals of the very Empe- 
| rours giving them, yet-extantin the Ori- 
| ginals and fhe quietly enjoyeth them, How 
| quiet her injoyment is, you may fee by 
) that {tirand eppolition fhe mecteth, and 
| by all the clamour throughout the 
) Chiiftian World, that followeth her 
| Ufarpacions. Which fhe defendeth here 
i,by the Seals of Emperours in general 
| Terms, but what Sea's they are, fhe {cor- 
) nethas it Were, toimention jn particular. 
) Whichargueth her caufe tobe as Bad, as 
- her pretence is Bold. 
But as for the Rights granted to the fame 

Roman Church, S.Leo, Felix, Romants, 
) Gelafius, Hormifda, Gregorius, avd o- 
| ther theirSucceffors,that flourifhed faneoufly 
) frow the times of Conltantinc, have de- 
| fended then, faith he, notby the Authority 
| of this Conflantinian Edit, but rather by 
| Divine and Evangelical Authority, again{t 
| allthe Impugners of thea. The man 1s wa- 
| rily tobe underftood 5 forfome of thefe, 
} whom ke pronounceth as ;Defenders , 
/ 


violently oppofe their claim, as Gregory 
in particular : who for himiclf and all 
his Predecefiors , renounceth that Bla/- 
phe 
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Gre. lid: bhemons Title, which John of Conftanti- 
“TP 3° ole firlt arrogated, but the Bithops of 

Rome acquired afterwards, by the Gift of 

Phocas, the bloody Emperour. So that 

all’ thefe are Mummers, brought in, as it 

were in a Mafque, to fhew them vizars, 

and fay nothing. For of all thefe Roman 

Bifhops mentioned by Bivius , Gregory 
iy wasthe laft : who teftifieth; that wove of 
yi Gree. is, Bis Predeceffors ever claimed fuch a Té- 
4. Epift. 3° #7e, 

We may further note, that he fpeakg 
here with much Confufion , becaufe’ he 
focaks of the Rights granted tothe Rotman 
Church ; but does nor diftinguith be- 
tween the. Divine and Humane Rights of 
which heis treating, For the Bufinefs he 

ig now upon, is the Temporal Klagdoms in 
defending of which thefePopes down to 
Gregory did forbear to ufe the Authority — 
of this Coufiantinian Edi@, as he calleth 
fa ||| it ( by way of feorn ) not becaufe they 
al had it not,but rather(as he pretends )be- 
Wi caufe they. had'no need of it, having 
wit a enough to thew by Divine and Evangeli- 
WE: cal Authority for the {ames » Which is 
HH another pretence ‘as bold and impudent 
as the former. For,! think,none of his 
own Party will aver, that the Bifhop of 
Rowe can claim a Temporal Kingdom’ by 
the Holy Scripture. As 
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1 As for any other Claim by this Coxféan 
ee Editi, orany Dovxatzon elfe of Eiz- 
erours, before the Lezgobards, he ihe: 
ethall efpecially the Author ity of this 
| Conftantinian Editi, concetuing which, 
y he faith, ‘None of all thofe, who fate 
IS over the Church before the year 10Q°. 


. ‘many of whichfaw the genuine Acts ol 
§ <Sylvefrer recited, concerning which we 
f ‘ fpake above , is read to have made 
|° any. mention of Si Edict, For as much 
i asthe ae Edié was not yet ac- 
i<ded to the Acts by the Greek Impo- 
i * ftors. 
| He does not tell us how he came to 
i know, that many of the Rowan Buhops 
| faw the genuine Ads of Sylvelter, before 
| the yearzooo. that being an Artifice o 
| Color only, as if there were two aes 
| Books of Sylvefters Ads, and the one a 
Ptrucone. He tells usnot a word of the 
| Conte ntsthat were in them: but he be- 
) fore told us plainly, that the Ads of Syl- 
| velter.the Pope, were falfly written in Greek 
lauder the name of Kulebins bifbop of Cxr- 
} farea, that they a ieghindee t11l 1000. 
| years “afte or Chrifé, coming then forth in 
Eufebius bis Nawe. And now he telieta 
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The pocr Greeks on whom he layes all + 
the Load of Impofture, never injoyed the 
benefit of thefe, Acts, nor ever pleaded 
the Impofture as the Latimes did.. And 
inall likelyhood they made ir, that laid 
Claim and Title to the Supremacy by it. 
Since therefore the Queftion 1s come to 
this ,. Who were the Inpofiors ? we mutt 
define again{ft him, that the Counterfeit 
Editl was added to the forged Ads, not dy 
the Greek, but Latine Impoftors.. 

For how Counterfeit fo ever he will 
have it, Pope Adrian i bis Epiftle to Con- 
{tantine avdIrene, which remains infer- 
ted in the Nicene Council, recites this 
whole Hiftory alwoft in the Jame manner, 
and (6 confirmes it by the Truth of this 
Ediéf. As Binius himfelf telleth us on 
the words Ipfe exim. | So that the Edid 
was picaded long before the Greeks ad- 
ded it to the Acts of Sylvefter. For 
Pope Adrian: died in the year 795, 
and the Acts of Sylvefier were unknown 
till the year rcoo. Yet this Adrian 
founded his Epiftle to the Emperour 
and Emprefs,in the fecond Nicene Council, 
upon the truth of this Edi, And invery 
truth, the Story he telleth is the fame of 
Confrantine’s Leprofie, &c. contained in 
the Dowation. Whichit Bzwius had been 


pleafed 
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pleafed to remember , was publifhed by 
the Latines in Ifdore Mercator s Colleci- 


on of the Councils, about the year €Qo. 
Where the Greeks in all probability firft 
‘found it, and were cheated, ( as many 


Wifer men have fince been) with the ap- 


pearance of it there. So that fearching 
itup to the Fountain Head , 1 re{ts {till 
| among the Romars. 


By the way, to fhew yon that Bivus is 
his Crafts-Malfter , over againft thefe 
words concerning Adrian betore menti- 
oned, he putteth down that Famous Mar- 
ginal Note; Dowatio Conttantini confir- 
weatur, The Donation of Conuttantine zs 


confirmed not by Binius, as the fimp'c 


Reader would fuppefe, but by Adrian's 
Epifile, recorded in the 2 Nicene Council, 
and exprefly containing the whole Fable 
of Conftamtine’s Leprotic, Villon, and 
Baptifm. So that the firft that ever knew 
it inthe World, for ought can yet per- 
ceive, was this Adrian, of Whom we have 
{poken fomewhat betore. 

Now he comes to thew, how grecary 
the Popes received this Cheat of the 
Greeks. Amene thofe mo received the 
AGs of Sy\vetter in good footh, corrupted 
thus with the addition of ibis counterfert 
Editl , hy an evil Art, and by the Jorry 
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faith of the Greciaus carried out of the 


oe intothe Weft 5 andthat earneftly de- 
cucded then as Legitimate and Gexuine, 
and pare from all frand and. Impofture, 
bese firft-is found, faith he, to be Pope 
Hoh ng the Nix saab Whe in an Epiftle to 
iael of Conltancineple: , and Leo of 
Acridanum, Bifkops , in the year of our 
Redes eats 105 4. wakes mention of the 
Donation of this Conttantinian Eaid , 
made to Sylvctter. From whence, I bab 
fap it was, that wauch Faith and Autho- 
ity being bes ‘eby added uutoit , very many 
th the x GrAVE oft and moft Learned Doa- 
Zors, without od fufpition of Fraud. or 
impofiure, with good Faith did read and 
Phy. 
makes a large Confeffion heres 
in three th ings are fitto be noted. 
fhe firft that ever ued this Edid was a 
Pope: Pope Leo 9. 2.He ufed it imnediate- 
ly after it cawe fort th: #or Sylvefters ACs 
came forth about th 1e year 1000. being af- 
terwards increafed vith the Addition of 
this Edi of Conttantine; and fome 54 
yeal arter, ‘the oe madeufe of the Doe 
nation in it. Wherein he zs followed, by 
many, wiry many of the Graveft and woft 
learned Papiff D aio which is the 
third thing tobe noted, This fault ofthe 
| Popifh 
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| Popith Doctors, who did read and re- 

i ceive this Donation of, gaa. with 

| ont any fufpition of Fraud and Inpofture, 

| being by Binins charged Rag the Pope. - 

| The Shepherd went out of the way, and 

ithe Sheep followed him. T Be Cine 

jand the Herd, did all ftray and mifcarry : 

| Leo 9. being ‘fomewhat like the Dragon 
lin'the Revelation , that. thiew down.t he 

i third partjof the Stars with his Tail...» 

Binius his Cure is but the fhift of a 

| Afountebank, tofave his Credit. There 

' are Errours arid/Hereftes in. the Sabb’ 
| of Conltantine 5 which. whe ofoever recel- 

| veth the Dau atis, he receiyeth ep in 

| like manner.» And to fay, that the Head 

and its Members: in. she Chusch of Rone 

| were deceived. by. the Evrl, Art and forry 

) Faith of the Grecians while they licked 

| up this Vomit of Salas 00% tor the Popes 

| advantage ; isbuta forry {hift, a a3 

| rofive that eats like a Canter Fer it 

I fhews how) the Holy, Catholick Roman 

} Church may be deceived; Head and Mem- 

| bers, Popeand DoSors, Prielts and Peo- 

j ple, They v were impofed onby an Evil 

| Art itfeems, and fwallowed down Here- 

| fie in Conftantine’ s Donation. 

But that Bis lyes in his prevaricatt- 

| onaboutthe Greeks, and thatthe bath 
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Boman Fergertes, 
were not the Authors of the Donation, 
and that ic did not intend to hurt the 
Popes Chair, is evident by this. The Do- 
nation was made not to overthrow, but 
confirm the Divixe Right of the Popes 
Supremacy , point blank againit what 
Binins pretends, He that made it hadan 
eye both to the Temporal and Spiritual 
Priviledges of the Roman Chair. For 
the Dovation applieth thofe Scriptures,on 
which the Popes build their Right, to 
S. Peter’s Succe{lors, and makes the Em- 
percur to note, that the Will of our Sa- 
viour was the Root of all his Kindnefs to 
the Chair; nay it expreftly throws all on 
our Saviours Inftitution. For zt is juft, 
that the Holy Law fhould retain the Head 
of the Principality there , where our Savi- 
our, the Inftituter of H. Laws, conmanded 
the bleffed Peter to undertake the Chair of 
the Apoftlefbip. Where you may note a- 
nother fetch of the Papifts: Lett what 
ur Saviour did to S. Peter {hould feem 
too remote to concern Romes that they 
might make the Channel of Conveyance 
clear, thefe old Counterfeits record, that 
S Peter did not come to Rowe by chance, 
suc being invelted tn fo great an Heredi- 
rary power, our Saviour chofe the place 
where it {hould reft; and chat Pefer came 
| te 
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‘to Rome, and there undertook the Chair 
| of his Apoitiethip, Ly our Saviours Cons- 
| wandment. Which if they could make 
) the World believe, their work would be 


a 
a 


| 


eg 


| 


os 


half done. So that ir utterly deftroys 
the Intereft of the Greeks, and the Dona- 


‘tionis Root and Branch altogether Ro- 


wan. Neither did the Greeks ever ufe it 


to difgrace the Roman Church, for ought 
Lean find, though the Romans ufed it, to 
magnifie their Church above all other 


Churches. 


CAP. XXIi. 


- Melchiades counterfeited. Ifidore Merca- 


tor confeffed to bea Forgery. The Coun- 
cil of Laodicea corrupted, both by a 
Fraud in the Text, and by the Falfe 
Glofjes of the Papifts. 


ie aes Forgery put out acfirft in the 
namie of Melchiades, concerning 
the Primitive Church, and the Atunificence 
of the Emperour Conftantine , hath now 
otten a claufeadded ro the Title , viz. 
Falfly aferibed to Melchiades: In Brxius, 
Labbé, and the Colledio Regia.Upon thole 
words, Falfly afcribed ta Melchiades , Bi- 
mins 
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Louray J orgertes, | 
nike {peaketh thus. * That this. Epiftle | 
‘was afcribed to Aflchiades , appeareth | 
*“Cani Futuram i2.9i1, CP Can, Decrevit, 
© Diff. 88..'which dearing the’ name of | 
© pelcbiades contain for the molt part | 
‘che things which sareswritten here..[t | 
© appeateth fiom hence alfo, that/hitherto 
‘ it was commonly put inithe former Edi. | 
‘tion of the Councils, juft after the De- | 
Serees: of Adelchiades the Pope. Thus | 
was this. counterfeit Epiftle placed. a- | 
mong their Laws and Councils. ‘But | 
‘ chat it was noted with the falfe Title and | 
‘name of Atelchiades, appeareth from 
“hence; (faith he .). becaufe it niaketh 
‘mention of the Nicexe Council: which 
‘ by the confeht. of alh men, happened.af- 
‘ter the death of Welehiades, and after 
‘the Baptifm of the Emperour: not un-— 
*der Melchiades, but under Sylvester, in 
‘the year of Chrift 325.) being, the, 20 
‘year of Conftantine, as almott all Hifto- 
‘rians unanimoufly do teftitie. Perhaps 
© therefore .it is more true, that Z/fgore 
‘ himfelf, being a Compiler, rather-thana 
‘ Collector,, was the: Author, of this Epi- 
“fthe . Which it «is certain was made out 
“of the:third Canon ofthe Council, of 
‘ chalcedow, and a certairnfragment of the 
“24 Epiftle imthe 1. Book.of Pope Gre- 
| EOP 


| 


Se WE 8) HY NI Ne 


Korma Forgeries. 
Feary, and the Hiftory ofthe" Nicerze 
* Council. Barex. Az. 312. Nu. 8o, 
|. Here we comé to» know the manner 
how Dectetal Epiftles were made: Good 
paflages ftoln out of the Fathers , are 
elapt Artificially ‘together ; aad a Grain 
or two of Intereft, taruit neatly. in, makes 
up an Epiftle. This of Bivins is plain 
dealing. Jjidoreis contefled to bea Gone 
piler, that is, aForger, rather than a Col- 
leétar; or Recorder of the Councils. 

* Note this well: becaufe Sfidere is 


} 


the Fountain (a muddy dirty one) out of 


which they drink their waters. 
| Thisacknowledgment is the more con- 
fiderable, becavife Baronius , Labbe, and 
\Coffartius, and the Collectio Regia, herein 
do keep Bixins Company. 
. Confefling ittobettoln out of S. Gre- 
gory, he acknowledgeth it to be made 
almoft 306 years ‘after it was pretended : 
Which draws near toithe time of Hadrian 
the Firff, and fheds another Ray of Light 
onthe Original of thefe Impoftures. 
Inthé time of Sylvefier there happened 
many Councils, One Feather ‘is: finely 
thruft in, into that at Arles, to adorn-the 
|Papacy :: The Pope is fet before the Em- 
perour. In that of ncyra, the Marri. 
age of Deacons is permitted, Can.', Priefts 
: alfo 
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Rontan Sowéries, 
alfo were not compelled to leave they | 
Wives, unlefs they were takex in Adultery. 
Can.8. The Cup'and the Bread were both 
given to the People.Can. 13. Inthe Coun- 
cil of Laodicea it is determined; that the 
Scriptures fhould be read on. the Sabbath 
days. Can. 16, And that we ought not to 
leave the Church of God, and go and call 
upon Angels, and make Congregations | 
which are known ta be forbidden. If any 
one therefore be found obferving this hid- 
den Idolatry, let hive be accurjeds becaufe 
he leaves our Lord Jefus Chrift ‘the Son of 
God, and gives himfelf over to Idolatry. 
an. 35. 

The Invocation of Angels, though 
they were known tobe Angels, is by the 
Council of Laodicea called Idolatry : 
Which vindicates Dr, Stillingfleet , in his 
acceptation of the word Idolatry, from 
the cavilsof his Adverfary. The Coun- 
cil elteemeth the very calling upon Angels 
a forfaking of Chrift, and an hidden Ido- 
latry. 

Many attempts have been made to o- 
verthrow the Cazon: I fhould be tedi- 
ous, fhould I give you all their feveral 
ways to evade it, That which lies under 
my Cognizance, is their corrupting of the 
place. 7 


Angelus 
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Angelus and Angulys, being two words 
in the Latine, near of Kin, though in the 
fenfe they differ much, the.one fignifying 
an 4dxgel, the other a Corwen; fome have 
been fo bold, as to turn Avgelos into Axz- 


gulos, Angels intoCerners. making the 


Canon torunthus; We ought xot toleave 
the Church of God, andto go and call xp- 
on Corxers. YVhough neither the fenfe of 
the place , nor the word in the Greek 
Tongue, nor the occafion of the Canon 


will bear it. 


Binius indeed 1s not fo bold asto put it 
into the Text, but asa varivus Reading 


he puts it over againft the Text in the 
Margin; to{ftumblethe Reader, ormake 
~ him obdurate. 3 
Theodoret, an Ancient Father, living Theod. ix 


near the times of this Council, obferves 
that by this Canon tofe Hereticks were 
condemned, who taught that Angels were 
to be worfhipped : As Biaiws himfelf upon 


— the place confefieth. 
Fpiphanivs, among other Hereticks , Zpiphan. 
mentions the Avgelici; again{t whom, in #«° 


all probability, rhis Canon was made. 
Bellarmine defends Theodoret , and ap- 


proves of hisExpofition, For there i no Libs. de 
doubt (faithhe_) but Theodoret was found 
and Crthodox in his Opinion, concerning 
7 the 
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the Werfbip of Angels. But. then hehas a 
fetch to, clear the Charchof Rome: Not 
every pious Veneration: of Angels is for- 
bidden, but that only. whichis dueto God. 
Doubtlefs Theodoret was willing to give a 
pious Peneration to Angels; but neither he, 
nor the Council of Laedieea,; knew of any 
piows Invocation of then. 

Wa But we leave thele tocome unto Bizi- 

i vs. Inhis Notes upon Piws his Epifile be- 

| fore mentioned, he-faith, ‘ The words of 
°S. Paul, Colof. 2. are written, not as 
© Hierow {appoleth againft the Jews, who 
{ ‘believed the Stars ot Heaven to be An- 
A. ‘gelss nor again{tthe Simonaici,) as Bel- 
*larwsine {appofed ; but rather: againft 
‘the pernicious Doctrine of Cerzuthus: 
* who holding Chrifttorbe a naked man, 
‘extolled all the Angels, as the: Ma- 
‘kers of the World; above him. Yeta 
| little after he faith the clean contrary: 
il * That Ceriathus did not only not teach, 
yl ‘that Angels. were.:as Makers of the 
STA * World to:be adored’ but rather they 
ae ‘were to be: had in. hatred, as the Au- 
all ‘thors.of evil. For the one he citeth Z- 
neh renens, Epiphanius, and Tertullian: Baro- 
| | niws forthe other: And (which is very 
firanges) himfelf fideth with all, Which 
you mutt conceive to.be.a weat effect of 
clean 
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| cleau conveyance : Yor by how much the 
'more impoflible the Operation is, the 
| Jaglers flight is the more to be admired. 
VIn very truth, his behaviour is fuch, that 
‘icmakes me too juftly to fear, they fay 

any thing in every place, that will ferve 
itheir turn, make Cyphers of the Fa- 
thers, and carenot a farthing how much 
)they contradict themfelves , fo they be 
) not difcerned in.doing it: Nay, his con- 
| tradictions are fo palpable, as if long cu- 
| ftom had made him carelefs of being. feen 
}too , and deprived him of his feeling : 
\For Lyars , {peaking truth and falfhood 
lindifferently , for.a long time. at taft 
note not themfelves, nor well apprehend 
| which of the two they arefpeaking. And 
ithey that make a Trade of contradittions, 
jinure themfelves, by long habit, ull they 
ibecome infenfible: Which Gf need be) 
bwe fhall more fully and clearly fhew, out 
lof Bivias himfelf upon this occafion. 
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Lontar 
CAP. XXIV. 


Threefcore Canons put into the Nicene 
Council after Finis, by the care and 
Learning of A\phonfus Pifanus. The 
counterfeit Epiltles of Sylvelter , and 
that Council. A Roman Council wholly 
counterfeited. Letters counterfeited in 
the Name of Pope Mark, and Athanafius, 
and the Bifhops of Egypt, to defend the 
Forgeries that were lately added to the 
Nicene Council. 


Iniws hath the Code of the Niceze 

Council, fairly written in Greek, 
and at the end of it TEAO= ; or in La- 
tine, FINS. 

After this, in another place, (by it felf) 
under the name of <Alphonfus Vifanus, 
with the Patronage of Francis Turrian, 
he bringeth in a whole Legend of Ca- 
nons, to the number of fourfcore, Fa- 
thered all upon the Niceve Council. 

In the Code it felf there are the Epiftles 
of Alexander Alexandrinus , Confiantine 
the Emperour, andthe whole syzod, the 
Emperours Oration , the Recantation of 
Theognis avd Eufebtus Bz/hop of Nico- 
media, the Niceze Creed, and the 20 Ca- 
nOns 
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nons of the Nicene Council. All curtoutly 
| written in fair Greek. 
| Out of the Code, after TéaG-, there is a 
| counterfeit Lift of the Bithops Swhferipti- 
}ozs (but miferably depraved _) to put the 
better face on the reft of the Forgeries: 
sand like many other of the Frauds, writ- 
‘ten only in Latine. Then there is an 
‘humble Letter, whereby the Council fub- 
Imitteth’ it felf to the Popes Cenfure ; but 
jin the Column on the other fide(for there 
jare 2 Columns in the Leaf_) itis defaced 
with an empty Blank, for want ofa Greek 
|Copy. 

| For fear this Letter fhould not be feen 
joften enough, he hath it again, with the 
| Anfiver of Pope Sylvefter thereunto 3 
‘both recorded in another place, near to 
ithe Arabick Canons; detected ‘by thefe 
imarks : They are without any Greek Co- 
py, are not among the Acts of the Coun- 
cil, are full of miltakes and Barbarifmes, 
jand clearly refelled by the Genuine AGs 
Jof the Council it felf. 

The Epiftles axe thefe. 

SYNODI NICANSA 
Epiftola 
| AD sYTLVESTRUM PAPAM. 
. ‘Beatiflimo Pape Urbis Rome,cum ont. 
ni Reverentia colendo , Sylveftro ; Heftus 
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Roman Forgeries. | 
¢Epifcopus Provincie Hifpanie , Civita=| 
‘tis Cordube; Macarius pifcopus Eccle- 
‘fiz Hierofolymitane, Victor & Vincentza 


¢ ws ex Urbe Rowe, Ordinatiex directio- | 


‘netua. 

‘QUONIAM omnia corroborata de 
‘Divinis Myfteriis Ecclefiaftice utilita- 
‘tis, quaad robur pertinent Santte E.c- 
¢clefix Catholice & Apoftolice , ad fe- 
¢ dem tuam Romanam explanata, & de 
‘Greco rédacta funt , feribere confite= 
‘mur, nuncitaguead veltre Sedis argu- 
émentum accurrimus roborari. ftaque 
‘¢cenfeat veftra Apoftolica Docirina, E- 
< pi{copos tétius veltre Apottolice Ur- 
s bis in unum convenire, veftrumque ha- 
‘bere Concilium, ficut docet myftica Ve- 
Critas, ut firmetur noftra Sanctimonia, 
‘oradufque fixos , vel textus Ordinatio- 
‘nis tux Sanctimonie noftra pofitt habere 
‘Regula. Quoniam decet numerum ai- 
‘étorum tuorum Coepifcoporum a te 
‘di(cere gradus vel ordinis conttituere 
€Lirbis. Quicquid autem conttituimus 


Cin Concilio Niceno, precamur veftri 
¢ orjs confortio confirmetur. Oret Beati- 
idotua pro univerfo Concilio. Data 
Kalend. Julzas. Accepta 13. Kalen. 
Novembris, Paulino & Fuliaxo tums 


ons Cont libus. 
There 
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There are a great many faults in it, 
| which Bivivs mendeth; but he did not 
| confider how accurate they were in Da- 
ting the time wherein the Letter was re- 
| cerved : nor how much the Council cone 
| defcended tothe Bifkop of Rome, while 
| they wrote in Greek to the common people 
| Of Alexandria; but tranflatedther Acts 
| into Latixe, for the Popes underitanding. 
| Ad fedenztuam Romanau explanata, & 
| deGrecoredada. Asif the Pope and his 
| Clergy were umcquainted with the 
| Greek Tongue. 
| RESCRIPTUM SYLVESTRI 
ad Synodum Nicenam. 
SYLVESTER. Epifcopus Sedis Apofiolica 
|< Sanla Catholice Ecclefie Reverende 
| Religionis Urbis Rome , fratribus & Co- ia 
| epi(copis, qua in Nicenum Concilinm con- 
| 


| ver tees in Dowino Saluten. 

ALSO promptam vos Benignitaten 
| ee . Nan © confirmofigoque ad vefire 
| Dotirine reclamantes de Alyfterio vel uni- 
| tate Irinitatis Chryfimatis vos fecundun 
| Dida G Doctrinam Evangelicans Sand ane 
| accepifje Gratiaa. De geo Examinationis 
| probo vera fuiffe © effe manfura , qua it 
| veftrunt noftr UMLGUC TRANAVENE My{terium, 
| ‘Meum Chirographum G Difcipulorune 
i 


meornm offre in veftro Sancko Concilio, 
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guicquid conftituiftis una parem dare con- 
fenfum, Atque in gremio veltra Synodi 
parva propter Difciplinam Ecclefie alligabo 
precepta, propter Victorinum quz arbitrio 


'juo quicquid vellet affirmabat , © Cyclos 


Pafche pronunciabat fallaces , C» cum E- 
pilcopis totius Urbis Mtalix examinatam 
univeriitatis veftre SanGi Concilit diguetur 
accipere veritatem. Et alia manu, Oret pro 
sobis Beatitudo vefiri Sancti Concilit Tree 
centorum Decem &» Oo: ut Charitatis 
qué vobis data est Domini noftre Feft 
Chrifii fervetur Augmentum. Data 5- 
Kalewdas Novembr. Accepta 4. Idus Fe-. 
bruarii, Conftantino Septzés @ Conttan- 
tio Cafare Quarto Confulibus. 

Though the Nonfenfe be the moft hor- 
riblethat ever was feen, the exactnefs is 
ereat: For in token of the Spirit of 
Prophecy , the Bifhop of Rome telleth 
them at Nice, that they were three huz- 
dred and eighteen, and dateth the day 
on which his Letter was received : which 
T think was extraordinary. 

But there is a contradiction in thefe 
Dull Letters , that mars all. They at 
Niceinform the Pope, that al/ the Ba/hops 
of the Apoftolical City were affembled in one, 
and held bis Couzcib for him there : The 
}orevon the other fide tells them of a 

Council 


| Roman Forgeries, 
| Council at Rome of the Bilhops of all 
the City of Italy (affembled) whence he fent 
the Truth examined by his Difciples 

| there (as he calls them_) for them at Nice, 

| to receive: which he prayes them to ac- 
| cept, &c. I confefs the nonfence fo ter- 
vrible, that it is difficult to conftrue it to 
| any fenfe at all: but divers circumf{tances 
| interpret the words fo, that Precepta fig 
| nifie Cazons, and Epifcopi totins urdis Tta- 
| liz , the RomanSynod under Sylvefier: 
| As thofe other words , Afeum Chirogra- 
| phun G Difcipulorum meorun offero; his 


| 
i 


| 
) own Subfcription, and the Subfcription 
| of the Bifhops under him, whereby he 


confirmed the Niceze Council. 
For the Legend goes, that while the 


is an Ma 


? 
| Council was fitting at Nice of 318 Bi- 
| thops, Sylvefter called. a Council at Rowe 
| of 267 Bifhops; where they made Ca. 
nons as they did at Nice, and as good luck 
was, confirmed the Council there: Elfe 
| all at Nice had not been worth a Ruth. 
| And to this Romwaz Council Sylvefter re- 
| lateth, when he faith, I fed you mine, 
| and my Difciples hands to give our joynt 
| confent to all that you have ordained. This 
| isthat Council which made the Epélogus 
| Brevis, the commending of which tothe 
| Nicene Council, ( were there nothing in 
| 3 the 
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290 Borman Forgertes. 
the Letter befide ) would difgrace it for 
Cofin-German to that putid Forgery, fo 
often touched in the Epzlogus Brevis. 

This Council is fet by Bixzus (1 know 
not why .) before the Niceze Council 5 
though it profefleth it felf tobe held at 
the fame time. Perhaps the reafon is , 
that they cow'd not be fet down both to- 
gether, and Priority was to be given to 
the Synod at Rome. 


The Title of this Council is, 
CONCILIUM ROMANUM 
Alind, Jub Sylveltro Papa Primo. 


It immediately follows Conftantines, 
Doxation, and dependeth onthe truth of 
the fame. 

The Popes See is magnified therein a- 
"| bove the Skies; and for that reafon. it 
het fhineth among the Councils, as a Direful 
Comet among the Stars of Heaven. 
|| The Proem fet before it bears the name 
\ | of the Epilogue, Epilogus brevis, &c. 4 
s frort Epilogue of the following Roman 
Council. A Vrip in the Threthold be- 
wraying the Author. A Learned Coun- 
cil it was, no doubt, that began with the 
conclufion: For the Epz/ogue is the clofe 
of any difcourfe, the Profegue is the be- 
ginnibg, : 


But 
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| Butthis Firft isa fmall Indecency , we 

| proceed tothe matter. The Nicene Coun- 

cil hasthe good fortune of being full of 
{moothnefs , clarity and Majelty: But 

| Binius finds thisfo rude and rough, that 

he is fainto clear the way by a Premonz- 

| tion to the Reader. 


| the following Canons were written ver- Bit A 
| hatin, faith he, out of two Ancient Copies, aca iy i 
| which in many places, by reajon of the de- syivet. 
| pravation of the Exemplars, can fearcely, 
| or indeed wot at all, be under{iood. Let 
| the Reader eenfure favourably , and cous 
| wunicate, if be bith, fomething wore cer- 
| fa7zn. 
| You muft touch it gingerly you fee, or 
)-it will fall co pieces. Soleci{mes aud Now- 
Lfenfe are like Rutt and Cobwebs, figns of 
| Antiquityinthe Roman Church: Ee cer- 
tainly they would neve have dated to 
prefent fuch 4douldy Inttruments to the 
Face of the World, * But fuch Councils 
are fit to fupport the Atjfrery ef Taiguity, 
| which is made a agyflery, by making and 
| fupporting fuch Councils. 
| Since the Cawons are fo rude, we will 
let them gO , and come tothe Epilegu#s, 
which beareth the force of the moti Au- 
| thentick Canon. 
Therein it is recorded, that ix the tinre 
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of Sylvefter and Conttantine the woft ho- 
ly Fuperour, while 318 Bifhops fat in Coun- 
cilat Nice, by the Command of Sylvetters 
ow the thirteenth of the Kalends of July, 
there was a Council of 267 Bifhops conve- 
ned at Rome, by the Canonical Call of the 
Pope: That again condemned Calliftus , 
Arrius , Photius, azd Sabellius , before 
condemned in the Nicene Council, and or- 
dained, that no Arrian Bifhop returning, 
foould bereceived by any but the Bifhop of 
the place. In which alfo, by the confent 
and Subfcription. of all, 7t was ordained, 
That no Lay-man fhould accufe a Clergy- 
wian, and that no Prieft foould accufe a 
Bifhop, no Deacona Prieft, uo Sub-Deacon 
aDeacon. uo Acolythite a Sub-Deacon, no 
Exorcift an Acolythite, no Reader an Ex- 
orcift , uo Door-keeper a Reader. It was 
further ordained, that no Bifbop fhould be 


J 


“eonderaned but by the Teftimony of at leafé 


threefcore and twelve Witueffes, nor fhall 

rhe Higheft Prieft be judged by any, &c. 
“his Decree is put among the Popes 
Laws by Ivo Cartonenfis, &c. Doubtlefs 
to the very great eafe and fatisfaction of 
the Routan Clergy: For it reaches down, 
you know, te the loweft Orders of Rea- 
ders and Door-keepers. So that they may 
write as many Forgeries as they will: If 
| it 
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itbe aPope, no man can condemn him: 
If itbe a Bifhop, no lefs than threefcore 


‘and twelve Bifhops , muft on their Cor- 
| poral Oatlr prove the Fact againft him : 
iforty four Equals, again{t a Cardinal- 
| Prieft, twenty fix muft depofe againtt a 
| Cardinal-Deacon of the City of Rome, 
hand feven againit a Door-.keeper ; all 
iwhich muft be at leaft his Equals. A 
| Marvellous Priviledgemfor the City of 
| Rome! Which word Rome,though annexz 
}ed only to Cardinal-Deacons, yet, for 
| ought I know, the Judge will interpret 
| its Extent,to all the other Orders; or ufe 
| it Equivocally, as himfelf litteth , oras his 
| Superiour pleafeth. So that in Caufes 
|.pertaining to the Intereft of the Roman 
| church, other Priefts perhaps,belide them 
/ in the City of Rome, fhall enjoy the be- 
-nefit of this Law 5 but in Caufes difplea- 
} fing the Pope, and his Accomplices, none 
| thall enjoy it, but the Priefts ef Rowe. 
| Many. fuch Trap-doors are prepared in 
| Laws, where Rulers are perverfe and T'y~ 
| rannical; and whether this be not one 
| of thofe, I leave to the Readers further 
Examination. 

Mark fucceeded Sylveficr inthe See of 
Rome: Between whom, and Athanaftus, 
there were certain Letters framed , that 
{tand 
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Ronan Forgeries, 
ftand upen Record to this day, to preve 
the Canons of the Nicexé Council-to be 
Threefcore andten. Heretofore they were 
good old Records magnificefttly cited : 
but now they are worn out; for Baronins 
and Bellarmine have \ately rejected them; 
who are followed by Bixius, ashe is by 
Labbe and Coffartizs and the Colledtio Re- 
gia, all concluding the Letters to be For= 
ged. The three lait have this Note upon 
that of Athanafius, Hance furreptitiam & 
ab aliquo confitiam fuiffe quinque ratio- 
nibus oftenditur, Orc. | 
‘That this Epiftle isa Counterfeit de- 
‘vifed by fome body, ‘appeareth evident- 
‘ly by five reafons. . Whereof the firtt 
‘isthis, In the Controverfie between the 
* African Churches, and the Roman Bi« 
“{hops, ( Zozimus and Boniface ) concer- 
“ning the number of the Nicewe Canons, 
* this Epiftle was unknown. 2. Athana-- 
‘fius, asis manifeft by what went before, 
" was at this time fled into Frazce, and {o 
‘it could not be written from Alexandria 
‘and fromthe Bifhopsin Egypt. 3. That 
* Divaltation fell upon the Church of 
* Alexandria many years after thefe times 
‘in theReign of Cont antins,&c. As Atha- 
‘ wzaflas himfelf witnefleth in his Epiftle 
“ad emnes Ovthodoxos. 4. ane 
“the 
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i the Nones of ofober this prefent year: 
panseny idle himfelf being yet alive. 

‘5. If Pope Mark had fent a Copy of the 
< Nicene Council out of the Roman Ar- 
“chives, to them at Alexandria, furely 
“the Roman Copy and that of Alexan- 
\° drza would have agreed thenceforth as 
the fame : How then were thofe three 
Canons wanting inthe Copy, which S. 
‘cyrilfent from Alexandria to the Afri- 
‘cans, which were found inthe Roman 
I‘ Copy? 

He pointeth to the Commonitorinm 
fent from Rome to the Sixth Council of 
Carthage; and verifies all the Story we 
jhave related; by rejecting thefe Letters 
of Mark ind Athanafins , made on pur- 
ipofe to defend the F orgeries there de- 
tected. For which hecites Baron. Az.326. 
inn. 59,60. and Bellarm. de Rom. Pout. lib. 
}2.Cap. 25. 

This Epiftle was alledged by Harding 
againtt Jewel, and by Hart acaintt Rai- 
nolds fora good Record, How formal- 
ly it was laid down by the Elder Col- 
lectors you may {ee \ with your eyes: and 
may find it frequent! ly cited by che molt 
learned Papifts. Such as thefe being their 
deft and only Evide nceés, 

After Adark Falins fucceeded. The Epz- 

file 
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Jile fent by the Bifhops of the Eaft to Pope 


sininkpi2.J UUs 1. 1s now confefled to bea Forge- 
Bom th et pris 


Fubtt. 


ry. Veram & Serinanam now extare pra- 
ter authoritatem Baronii illud afferentis.ea 
que fupra in principio Epiftolarum Julii 
annotavt confirmant :Saith Binius. Again 
he faith, ° This Epiftle which is put in the 
“fecond place, bearing the Names of the 
“Bifhops of the Eaft, feems to be compi- 
‘led by fome uncertain Author, both by 
‘theconcurrent Teftimony of sozomen, 
“and Socrates, and becaufe thou mayett 
* obferve many things to be wanting, and 
“fome in the words and things exprefled 
* to be changed, 

Refcriptum Sulu |] The Epiftle which 
Julius returned ‘in anfwer hath the like 
Note uponit. Hane mendofan,corruptans, 
& a quodam ex diverfis compilatam, &c. 
* That this Epiftle is counterfeit, corrupt, 
‘and compiled by fome body out of di- 
‘vers Authors, the Confulthips of Felici- 
“anus and Maximianus evidently fhew,. 
“&e. 

The matterin thefe Epiftles is the Popes 
Supremacy 3 the unlawfulnefs of calling 
Councils, but by his Authority, his Right 
of receiving Appeals; with other Themes, 
which Ambition and felf Intereft fuggeft, 
and of which genuine Antiquity is totally 


{ilent. Hav- 


| Komtan Fowgeries, 
| Having fo fortunately glanced upon 
ithat Sixth Council, I fhall not trouble the 
Reader with any more : but bewailing 
whatl obferve, befeech him earneftly to 
lweigh this. Bufize/s walking in the Dark, 
and. take heed of a Pope and a Church, 
that hath exceeded all the World in For. 
igerie. For let the Earth beearched from 
'Eaft to Weft, from Pole to Pole, Jews, 
|Turks, | Barbarians, Hereticks, none of 
ithem have foared fo high, or fo often’ 
imade the Father of Liestheir Patron, in 
| things of fo greatNature and Importance. 
| Since therefore the Mother of Lyes hath 
| efpoufed the | Father of Lies for her affi- 
iftance, andthe accurfed production of 
ithis adulterate brood isfo numerous ; I 
Heaveit to the Judgement ofevery Chri- 
peer ». what Antiquity or Tradition fhe 

can haye, that isguilty of fucha Crime, 
: and defiled with fo great an Off-{pring 


of notorious Impoftures. 
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APPENDIX: | 

Cardinal Bavonius his Grave Cenlure and 
Reproof of the Forgeries: His fear that 


they will prove defiructive and peruici- 
ons to the See of Rome. 


Piar7ys , a Prieft of the Church of 
A Africa, being Excommunicated by 
his Ordizary, for feveral notorious crimes, 
flies to Rome for Sanctuary 3 Zozimws the 
Bifhop receives him kindly, gives him the 
Communion, and fends Orders to fee 
him reftored. Hereupon the <Africaz 
Churches convene a Council, namely, the 
fixth Council of Carthage , whence they 
fend a modeft etter, bur as Sincere as 
Powerful , {hewing how after all fhifts 
and Evafions, Apéarivs had confefied his 
Enormities; and that both the Nicene 
Council, and clear Reafon, was againft 
the diforder of fuch Appeals: All Caufes 
being to be determined in the Province 
where they arofe, by a Bifhop, Patriarch, 
or Council, upon the place. Otherwife, 
fay 
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‘fay they, bow can this Beyoud-Sea Fudg- Epift. Con- 
ment be firm, where the neceffary appeaz pairs 
‘vance of Witneffes cannot be made , either fin. - 
by reafon of weakuefs of Nature, or Old 
| Age, or uzany other Impediments? They 
decry the Innovation of the Bifhop of 
| Rome in arrogating that Authority, Jef 
| the fmoakie Paff of the pride of this World ™*- 
Should be brought inte the Church of Chrift. 
This Epiftle is on all fides owned and 
| confefled tobe a good Record. It was 
| fent to Celeffive the Succeflor of Zoziwaus 
| and Boniface. : 
About 100 years after, Elabiys fate in 
| the Chair at Alexandria, ({ome call him 
| Fulaliuvs: ) Between him and Loniface 2. 
| there are two Epiltles extant, out of 
| which it is gathered, that after the fixth 
| Council of Carthage , the African Chur- 
| ches were Excommunicated by the Ro- 
| man for too years, and reconciled at laft 
/upon the Submiflion of Ewlalins, Arch- 
| bifhop of Carthage, accurling S.Auguftine, 
| and hisown Predecetiors. 
| Concerning thele two Epiftles, Cardi- 
| nal Bellarmine giveth his Opinion thus: ea 
| Valdé mibieas Epiftolas effefufpetas, Oc. sum, Pont, 
‘[havea mighty fufpition of thefe Ep1- /5.2, cap, 
| “files: For firft they feem tobe repug- ** 
‘nant to thofe things which we have pe 
‘ * Ken 
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“ken concerning the Union of S. Augx- 
‘ftine, Eugenius , Fulgentius , and other 
© Africans with the Roman Church: And 
“again, either there was no Exlabius of 
© Alexandria, to whom Boniface feemeth 
*towrite; or at leaft there wasnone at 
“that time : as is evident out of the Chro- 
‘nology of Nicephorws of Conftantino- 
“ple. Befides, Boniface intimates in his 
‘Epiftle, that he wrote at the Command- 
‘ment of Juftzeus the Emperour. But 
© Juftinus was dead before Boniface began 
©tofit; asis manifeft out of all Hiftortes. 
‘Moreover, the Epiftle whichis afcribed 
©to Bouiface , confifts all of it almoft of 
‘two fragments, of which the one ista- 
‘ken out of the Epiftle of Pope Hormi/- 
‘dato Jobu, the other out of the Epiftle 
‘of S. Gregory to the Bifhops of France: 
©eventhe 52 Epiftle of his fourth Book, 
‘ Now S. Gregory was not born at that 
‘time: nor Is it credible that Gregory 
©took thofe words ont of Boniface, {ince 
‘ the Stile is altogether Gregoréan. 

“Inthe Epiftle alfo which ts Fathered 
‘upon Exlabius the Cart bagingan, there is 
“a Sentence of S. Gregories inferted, out 
‘of the 26 Epiftle of his fourth Book: 


y 


Sand the reft of that Epiftle 1s nothin 

‘but a frasment of an Epiftle of John, 

¢ 
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larmine is afraid to dama the Epiltles - 


ibold.. He judges it inconvenient for the 
Church of Rome, that any fuch Forgeries 
were ever made: Anduponthe occafion 
of thele two Epifiles, utterly difgraces I- 
\fidore Alercator for ameer Impoftor. 

}. Whether in fo doing he falves the 
| Sores of the. Rowan Church, that hath 
jbeen guilty of vewding them, the experi- 
lence of Ages yet tocome, will hereafter 
evidence. In the mean. time let us fee 
iwhathefaith = . 
| In Not, Martyrol, ad 16. 0€ obr. he lay- 


peth down thele words: Scias falfam & 
|adulterinam Epiftolan: illanz , que fertur 
| woweine Bonifacii 2. @c. Know, that the 
| Epifile whichis carried abroad in the naute 
| Of Boniface 2. to Enlalius Bifhop of Alex- 
andria, whichis extant, and publifged ix 
| the fecond Tome of the Councils of the latz 
ter Edition, is falfe aud adulterate.. 

And {peaking concerning the Schifin, 
| Excommunication, and Re-union of the 
African Civarches , he faith, 87 hee vera 
| funt, Oc. If thefe things are true,certain- 
| 49 then all the Martyrs and Confeffors. 

BE which 
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which were at that very tine crowned with 
Martyrdom inthe African Chureh,or other- 
wife waxed famous bythe Merits of their 
Eminent SanG ity, nuft be blotted ont of the 
Lift of Saints, which THE HOYL'RO- 
MAN CHURCH #t {elf hath, in its Alar- 
tyrology, numbred among the Martyrs, or 
reckoned among the Confeffors. Since itis 
molt manifest by a tnonfand Sentences of 
Cyprian, Auguttine, and all the. Fathers, 
that out of the Church there can be no Méar- 
tyrdom, nor any hind of Sanitity. 

If Lyeswere always confiftent , Truth 
would be amazed.God doth infatuate the 
Counfels of his Enemies, and turn their 
Wifdom into Foolithnefs. They tun into 
inconveniences, fometimes fo great, that 
they cannot be reniediedy "Could -ailye 
fhun all inconveniences and fee to its! Tae 
tere{ton every fide, it woulcbbeus wife 
and perfect as Truth it felfi "mo : 

Quin amplins ex Colleges Aurelits: Ore 
‘But yet further, among other Compani- 
Sons of urelizs 5 the moft boly: Father, 
¢S, Anguftine, the moft glorious Beant of 
¢the Catholick Chuch yp sas aceifed in| 
that Epiftle. Who being'clouded with, 
‘the fame Myft of Schifm, ‘tuft Cif thofe) 
¢ Epiftles be true ) be blotted outvof the 
‘Cif of the Doctors ‘of Holy Church, 
Out 


appeiibies | 
< Gutof the number of Saints, nay out 
¢ of the Martyrology 3, nor only fo, but 
Sout of the Kalender of the HOLY RO- 
“MAN. CHURCH... For it. is moft, cer- 
tain, that/after'the aforefaid Aurelius, 
She depa arted this life, within the {pace 
of the time before-mentioned. What 
“thould I reckon the Fu/gentiufes, the Ex- 
t ‘geninfes, and dthers,almoft innumerable 
iS mem, moft Famous for Holinefs and 
GLdarking » tobe accounted inthe fame 
§ Condition. 

vole is a.common Artifice in the chierch 
laf: Rome, to propagate thefe Forgeries as 
far'astheyiare able, by them to poflefs the 
minds of men with great apprehenficns 
lof the Popes high and Infallible Power 5 
iandifatat any time they are detected,to 
icaftithe blame.on private. perfons: while 
ithe Chutchis free (they pretend) from 
fuch Abominations, I defire you to note 
therefore , that the HOLY ROMAN 
‘CHURCH it felf is the Author of Her. 
MM. wrtyrologies and Kalendars, and that the 
HOLY ROMAN. CHURCH ber felf 
vhath Canonized her Saints » and made 
Foly- days; and putthem into her Brevia- 
ties: And-it-wasthis very HOLY RO- 
MAN CHUCH, that put the counterfeit 
i éuncil of Siniteffa i Martyrologies, 
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the Lying Legend of Sylveifer into the 
Roman Breviary, Authorized by three 
Popes, and the Council of Tre##; and her 
counterfeit Decretals among her Laws, in 
All her Confiftorzes , and Ecclefialtical 
Courts of Higheft Judicature. So that if 


‘Baronius do not err, th ROMAN 


CHURCH is liable to the Charge of 
thefe Baftard-Antiquities : For which 
caufe he might well break out into that 
angry Extatie, Ecce i” quod Difcrimen 
Uuus Uidorus Mercator, #larum Epiftola- 
rune Collehor, res nofiras adduxit! ut ex 
e7 parte periclitari videatur Ecclefia, Cre. 
¢ Rehald into what peril, one Ifdore Mer- 
cator, the Collector of thofe Epittles, 
Chath brought our Affairs! -So that the 
‘CHURCH fecmeth on that fide to be 
‘ endangered, if we fhall fay, thofe things 
¢ which be hath coltected, or rather feign 
Sed, be firm and certain. ffthe Roman 
Church be found guilty of Forgery, in 
Baronizs his jadgment, {heis utterly rui- 
ned, | 
Ic is of no fmall Importance, did he on- 
ly confefs, the things to- be feigned ( ra- 
her than collected) which their great 
Mafters of the Councils find in. I#dore, 
ther firftt Author, Buthis acknowledg, 
moat of the hazard which the: Roman 
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ifo many Subterfuges about the Rowan 


| Church, that it 1s more 2 difficult to find it, 


ai 
| 


than to  vanquith it. Tt was not the Pope 


Ana formal Council, that Excommunica- 
ited the Church of Afri ica, or that put her 
)Saints firit into the Roman Mattyrolo- 


gies, yet it wasthe Holy Rowray Church, 


| And indeed , if the Holy Roman Church, 
fand her Authority, be not to be found in 


£ 


her Adafs-books and Breviaries,her Couris 
and Conjfiftories, her Laws and Decrees, 


sher Martyrologies and ..Kale mGtY'S her 
I Popes and Doors, Lknow not \ Kerete 
Imeet with Her: yeni if shothing elfe -be 
ithe Rowan Charch buta Pope and Coun. 


I 


cil United , the Row:ax chick | is DUt.2 
pblinking.| yu inet. an here is no Rowan 
| 1etimes for 


itwo or ve net ges toge ee or, fhe al- 

i ways vanifhes upo onthe difiulution of thé 
Council. 

The Ronan Church is ina pice {Trait 5 

i but fhe may thank herfelf, She threw het 

ifelt into this Peri/, by maki By her {elk a 
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Schifmaticks: Jif the Head of the Church, 
and all the Members that cleave unto it; 
be the Rowan Church , the firlt brake the: 
| Rule, and then forged Ancient Canows in 
t the Name of the Nicese Couric7!,to defend 
| her Exorbitancy - fhe cut her felf off 
: from the true Church in the fixth Coun- 
cil of Carthage, by a perverfe inveterate 

obftinacy ; and toacquit her felf after- 

wards, Jaid the Curfe and Scandal upon 

others. She pretends, at leaft, that. the 

moft Holy Churches were Excommuni- 

e.ted; that 217 Bifhops in a Sacred 

Council , Alypins. 8. Auguftine, Anrelins, 

and all his Collegues, were puffed up with 

pride by the Inftication of the Devil , and 

SR by a Dreadful Excommunicdti- 

: for fo itis in the Epiftle Of Boniface 2. 

to Enlaligs. And now fhe hath nothing 

left to {upport her Enormity;-but that 

Great ne/s alone , which by thefe Forge: 

Wl ties fhe hath acquired and maintained. 
EC) Thefe Thorns are never to be pulled out, 

We butthe Vezzs and Szzews will follow ate : 

aH ter: For in rejecting thefe (Thorns in her | 

A | a fides) all her Authority, Infallibility, Age | 

ge i tiquity, Tradition, Unity, Suecelfion, Cre- | 

dit and Veracity 1s gon-. 

As for Barouins, and the way he takes, 
aman may fately throw < away the Sword, 

when 
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i when he has killed the Enemy: but the 
1Church of Reme isnot arrived to.fuch an 
thappinefS. Politicians pull down the 
| Ladder by which they have gotten upto 
ithe Tap of their defires. But the cafe 18 
jaltered here: They are undone, if the 
Ladder be removed. To acknowledge 
| thefe Helps to be Forgeries, is their ap- 
) parent Ruzve. 

Some Papifts ufe thefe Counterfeits, by 

) vertue of which their Predeceflors. ac- 
) quired,and eftablithed their Empire, a3 
| Vyurpers do Traytors, by whofe villanous. 
| help they are feated in the Dhrone, But 
) they. can never wath off the Guilt they 
) have contracted 3 nor make the AQ, of. 
) the Crime (committed once) to be again 
| andone. .Afcer 7C0_ years.enjoyment of 
| the Benefit, they begin.to light the means 
). ef acquiring it; But it is, becauife they 
) cannot help ic. The, Cheat is detected, 
) and they won d fain perfwade che World 
| they areInnocent of it. All of them ci- 
| «ther hold thefe things to be no Forgerves, 
pet if Forgerics ) to be none of theirs. 
. The Confeflion is nor Genuine, like thac 
_of 8. Peter; rather it isawkward and un- % 
toward, like that, of <Apiariws 5 whola 

Confeflion the fixth Council of Carthage 

obferves to be forged. For after he had 
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obftinately perfif ted, as long as poflible, 
in an impudent denial, reviled his Judges, 
abufed the Re onan © hair, difordered the 
Church, and inflamed the World, when 

God had br ought-him into fo vaft a {trair, 
that he could do no otherwife: then the 
Fraudulent Diffembler 5 as they call him, 
fled to Confeflion; but the Root of his 
Malevolence he reeiineda in him. 

_ Some Papifts confefs thefe Forgeries, 
but deny them to be theirs: They cons 
fefs the things, but juitifie themfelves. 
The things they fay are Forgeries , but 
themfelves no Forgers : And: whether of 
the two be the greater Impudence,is hard 
to define: They confefs th 1e Frau id ; but 
makeno Reffitution. All their Drift i is 
tofavetheir Sk7z: when one Brrsana is 
bioken, they fly toanother: nay, they 
go on to quote thefe things ,:even now 
they confe them : where. they are not 
cetected they {till do-quote them ; and 
wilh {till they were as able to conceal 
an d defend the mt as ever: For for one 
iat knows them » they meet with athou- 
ind that are ignorant of ‘thofe devices. 
ihere they ditlemble their-Gan iction, 
and hide their Confeflionowith thed lono- 
rant, and before fuch omake. thew of 
thele Frauds , as. of great and glorious 
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transform themfelves into other {hapes 

before the more Learned. They find it 

‘meet and neceflary to {ail with every 

Wind, and to adapt themfelves fitly in 

| their difcourfes, bothto them that know 

‘them, and to them that know them not; 

{ with them that know them they feem 

to decry the Impoftures. 

Thefe things I fpeak, not to the poor 
fimple feduced Papifts, who did they bes 
| lieve and know thefe things » ‘would ab- 
bhorthemtotheDeath; buttothe Sedy- 
| cers themfelves, who {o delude the Igno+ 
| rant, and are by all Afethods ever bufie 
| in-carrying onthe Caufe of the Temporal 
| Kingdom of the Church of Rome: as by 
| their ob{tinate practifes 1s moft apparent. 
Baronivs himfelf bewrayeth his Con- 
| feflion to be without ‘any putpofe of a- 
| mendment ; even by the Defence he ma- 
-keth , for his good Old Friend, the Ba- 
| ttard Ifdore. 

A Jerou of Prague, or a John Hufs , a 
| Latimer, or a Ridley, though never fo 
| holy and pure in cther things, were to be 

curfed with Bell; Beok and Cavdle, if the 
leaf{t Errour appeared ‘in them, that re- 

}tlected on the Popes Security: Though 

never fo Innecent, they were with all 
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feigued in the name of Boniface, to patch 
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violent fury purfued to the Fire. But if: 
a man have this one Vertue, of maintain- 
ing the Popes Intercf#, he may lye, and 
cog, and cheat, and forge; abufe Apo- 
{tles, Councils, Fathers, and be followed 
by an Army of Popes and Doors : be: 
coming a Zealous and Venerable Saint 
notwith{tanding. Hincwarys of Rhemes 
could hardly efcape, for offering to mute 
ter again{t Iidore, But Fidore himtelf, 
becaute he did the Pope Service, though: 
he be a Sacrilecious perfon, and deferves 
ali that canbe called Bad, for the incom- 
parable height and depth of his Villany 3 
yethe is received to fair Quarters ,-and 
well efteemed of by Cardinal Barenins <. 
Teftimonium ill perbibea.( ntarwerbis A- 
poftoli ) faith he) quod Zelun habuit feck 
non fecunduut Scientiam 8c. : | 
I will give hine-this Teftimorny Gand 
here I will ufethe words.of the Apoftle) He 
had. a Zeal, but-not according. to know. 
ledge. For becaufe the, contention of Au- 
relius, B7/Lop of Carthage, Auguftine, avd 
other African Bifhops, feemed to.himalit- 
tle more; hot:thax it foould be ,.with Boni- : 
face and Celeltine the Roman.Popes, in the 
Caufeof Apiarius the Prief: he Suppofed, 
it expedient, in that Epifile which he 
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lap what was cut away. But away with thele: 
\ things | The Church of God is not found-~ 
led, vor does it lean upon Chaff, it felf be- 
\ingthe Pillar and Ground of Tr#th. Ba- 
) ron. Martyrol. Octob. 16. 

_- 1 will not note, how he abufeth the 
| scriptures, nor how he wrefteth the 
| words of the H. Apoftle, to cover a fil- 
| thy piece of Knavery: nor yet in what 
) fenfe he maketh the laft words, which he 
) uttéreth, tofounds concerning the Ro- 
| wan Churches being her felf the Pillar and 
| Ground of Truth. Though matters are fo 
| carried, asif fhe were great enough to 
| be her own Support , and without being 
| founded. on any other, were her own 
) Foundation. A\\l fall obferve,is, that 
| Hadrian. and Leo. have been very zea- 
)-lousand tender of thefe Records: that 
| BenediGus Levita got them confirmed by 
| the Roman Chairs that feveral Popes, 
i 

i 

q 


| fince Leo’9s have imbraced, countenan- 
) ced,and furthered them, as Pope PaalV. 
| and saxtus Vs in:particular: that Iidore 
| Hercator’, whom Baronivs conteficth to 
| bea Cheat, isthe commonFather of the 
1 Popifh Compilers: That the Codes , or 
| Zomes of the Ceancils, at this day recet- 
} ved inthe Roman Church, for good and 
: Sacred Records , are by thefe Colledors. 
Rea he ee Ee | James 
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James Merlin, Peter Crab, Laurentius Su- 
rins, Carranza, Nicolinus , Severinus Bi- 
nis, Labbe, the Colledio Regia, old Ivo, 
Gratian, &c, have digefted thefe Impo- 
{tures, and recorded themas the Sacred 
Authentichs of the H.Catholick Church: 
that whole Armies of Cardixals , Arch- 
bifhops, Bifkops, Doctors, Sehoolwen , Je- 
frites, Monks, Fryars,Canonifis, xc, have 
cited them for many Ages as true Re- 
cords: that Turréaz in particular (with 
divers others ) have {et themfelves {tre- 
nuoutly to defend them = that they have 
impofed the Cheat upon: Kings.and. Ems 
perours: that the Forgeries.are backed 
with the Authorities of Popes; Evpe- 
rours, Kings, &c, All,nodoubt, having 
a zeal, but not according to kuowledge 5 
that is, being exceeding regardful efthe 
Intereft of the Chair; and .ftudioufly 
maintaining the TemporalKingdom' of the 
Church , as they call it3° but erring in 
the manner. While they» thought this 
the way to advance ‘her, which, 1s now 
become hér apparent fhame,.and a.pro- 
bable ‘niéans Cwithoutfudden\ amend; 
ment’) to bring her to'Confulion. 
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|. That Princes may a little more cleariy 
ifee into the Myftery of thefe counte ea 
i feit Decretals, it is meet, in the clofe of 
| all, to expofe to the view of che World 
| one Pafjage, out of many other, which we 
| have pafied over in filence. The Defign 
of it touches Kings and Emperours to 
i the Quick, though (for greater fecurity ai 
| tothe Chair ) it be covertly exprefied. a 
| Itisin the Oration of S. Peter to the peo- 

| ple of Rome, in S. Clements Letter to 
S.Jamessand it is commended to the con- 

| fideration of the World by all the Popz/h 

| Compilers of the Decrees and Councils, 

| from Ifdore downwards. 

| Itis revived in the firft Epiftle of .4- 

| wacletus , as Binins ” obferves: And + sin.aarg 
| exprefly repeated(becaufe they will make inClement. 
| much of it) in the counterfeit Letter of Epift-te 

| * Fabianus , a Roman Bithop and Mare * Fab, E- 
| ty? that lived about 14co “ years ago, che 


| to this purpofe. 238, 
| when hehad faidthefe things, and ma- S.veters 


| xy more like unto thefe, leoking upon the Forged 
| people, again, he faid, Aud you my dear- bane 

| oft Brethren , and Fellow. Servants y obey - 

| this*® Man that prefideth over gouto teach * the Re- 
| you the Truth, IN ALL THINGS: 5% Bi- 
Knowing, thatif avy one grievethhim, be . 

| receiveih not Chrilt, who intrufied to ut : 
PAT) wr 
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the Chair of Teaching: and he that re- 
ceiveth not Chrilt.,-fhall be judged not té 
have recerved Godshe Father : andthere- 
fore neither -foall hitalelf be receivedsinte 
the Kingdom of Héawen' , &c. But ever 
couing together to Clement, Datevernes 
operas pro7plo fentires) (itis an’ Hmpha- 
tical expreflton) wake it your bufinefs to 
be of bis Opinion sand with your utzofz 
ftady to few your favonrtowards hinz > 
‘Kuowing, that foreveryone of yourfakes, 
the Exewy is more invaged againft him 
lone, awd flirs ap greater Ware aguinft 
hin. Te ought therefore to endeavaur-with 
jourutmolt indy; that beingall uit toce- 
therin the Bond of- love toward hing s ye 
nay cleave nate him pith a moi perfedt 
afedion. Bat you alfo'be furetovcdatinne 
ananintos it all Concord, that zon ntay 
fowuch the more eaftly obey biw with one 
Confént ard Unaniuity. For which, beth 
youmay atiain Salvation; andhe, while 
ye obey Lint, may wore readilybeur. the 
weivht of the Burden laidupon him: They 
niult'with their wtmoft fixdy favour shir 2 
aid bend all cheiCharity toeach other, 
f for this Very'end’] ‘that*they may'cléave 
the fafter tinto “him;:-for ‘done which, 
they fhall ‘attain S4fvation> This envi- 
rons the Popée$ ‘Chair with Armies of | 
Well- 
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| Well-wifbers and Servants. But the Dan- 
‘eerous Paffage follows , which fhakes all 
‘the Thrones and Kingdomes in the 
World! Left they fhould be an Army of 
filly Sheen, and fimple Doves , wanting 
| the Serpents Fraud and Sting. He admo- 
| nifheth them further, that they all muft 
| be Enemies to their Popes Enemies , and 
| hate all that he hateth. [leave Kings and 
| Princes to judge of the words. 
| Quaedam etiamex vobis ipfis intelligere 
| debetis,&c. Some things allo ye ought to 
| eenderfiand of your felues 5 If there ve a- 
ay thing which he. dares not evidently and 
| wanitestly {peak ont, for fear of the Trea- 
| oberiesof .evil-men.. As for Infiance: if 
| bebe at Enensp to. any one for bis Deeds, 
do not. yeexped that he fronld tell you, Be 
-yenot Friends with fuch, an owe: but ye 
cought prudently to.objerve, and. to do his 
| will without any Admonition, and to turz 
| from bimagainft. whom ye percerve he 2s 
an Enemy 5 nor if niuch as tof{peak to bine, 
| with whorahe [peaketh not, &c.. That ¢- 
| very onein fault, whilebe covets toregain 
all your-Eriendfhips , may the fooner make 
| hafte-to be veconciled to, bigs, whois ever 
alls and bythis retunn to Salvation,shile 
| he begin to-obey the Admonitians of his 
superiour. But if anyone {hall be a F riena 
to 
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to thofe to whom he is, nota Friend or 
Speak tothofe to whom he fpeaketh not , he 
gs one of them, &c. 

This dangerous Intimation is a fuffici- 
ent hint for efuitical Souls: He declares 
his Principle, thathe is an Exemzy to fome, 
contrary to our, Saviours Order: and 
gives order to his Difciples to guefs at 

- his meaning , and without any publick 
notice to execute the fame. Haired re- 
moves its Object; he hates... uzd they 
mut do kis Will without Admonition. If 
they miltake his meaning , provided 
they do it out of Zeal, he can eafily con- 
nive atit: which fuits, with their Pradi- 
fes, of Poyfoning Emperours, Murder- 
ing Kings, attempting,on Queens , their 
Maflacre at Paris; the Gunpowder-Trea- 
fon,@c.. The Inftruments of which Acts, 
are by fuch Records rather favoured 
than difcouraged; and fome of them 
Canonized , rather than punifhed inthe 
See of Rome. 
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